tine — General Comnıandl, a pro- 
Syrian “rejectionist" group, at 
Naamc, a few miles south of Beirut. 
An lsraeli source said lhe group had 
supplied hundreds of missiles to its 
Hizbullah allies. 

Israeli naval artillery lhis week 
continued to shell the coastal high- 
way between Beirut and Sidon, and 
Hizbullah launclıed more Katyusha 
salvoes on nortlıer'n Israel. 

The Israeli proposals which Mr 
Christopher took to Damascus have 
not been officially disclosed, but 
they evidently include Mr Peres's 
offer of an imımecliate {ruce, lo be 
followed, in due course, by a formal 
writen agreement. Syrii anl 
Lebanon are reported to lave 
quickly dismissed the offer as i 
trap. 

Accurding to American officials, 
the US wants a wrilten version of 
the understanclings that ended lhe 
last big flare-up in July 1993. But as 
lhe Syrians and the Lebanese see it, 
this version actully amounts lo a 
fundamental revision uf the under- 
standings, since Hizbullalı would be 
barred from retaliating with 
Katyusha salvoes on northern [sruel 
against Israeli attacks on Lebanese 
civilians, Furthermore, ihe fragility 
of a mere truce would create such a 


thelr towns and villages would be 
afraid to return. 

At the start of the campaign, 1s 
rael made it clear that it expected 
Syria to ratify, and help enforce, its 
expected outcome — the neutralisa- 
tion of Hizbullah. Mir Assad is more 
than willing to ratify the outconıe, 
provided it is he, more than they, 
who dictates what it will be, 
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price of‏ 0 مم 
Lebanon ceasefire‏ 


White House. ested to see this heterogeneous | using the Hizbullah guerrilla move- 

Parties of the secular left „which, j coalition put to the test,” he.sald. -.Î ment in Lebanon to sabotage the 
İn, the ‘normal course of events, But there is now hope that this | Middle East peace process. د‎ 
would have competed tooth and nail | immensely dynamic, but ‘chaotic, | ' For the first time in the two-week 
with the Christian Democrats were | hation can at last achieve the sort of. . rampalgn Israeli warplanes ‘struck 
cajoled into joining them in-coalltion | political stability it needs to safe. | repeatedly at positions of the Popur 
n exchange for a share in the spole.. guard its economic SAS 3 lar Front for the Liberation of Pales- 


, be off the menu 


David Hirst In Beirut and 
Derek Brown in Jerusalem 


OPE of an imminent cease- 
fre belween Israel and 

Hizbullah all but vanished 
early this week as President Hafez 
al-Assad of Syria exploited the 
central role he has secured for hint 
self in diplomatic efforts to find a 
solution, 

The signs are that President 
Assad intends to make Israel and 
the United States pay as dearly as 
possible for what he sees as jointly 
planned aggression in Lebanon that 
has gone seriously wrong. 

The Syrian press slepped up its 
anli-American propaganda on Mon- 
day. even as the US secretary of 
state, Warren Christopher, met Mr 
Agsacl for a second time on his slıut- 
tle mission between Daınascus and 
Jerusalem. 

"Washington is to blame for the 
bloodbath commited by its strate- 
gic ally in Lebanon,” the Syrian 
Times said. “Those who fail to con- 
demn the Israeli crime at Qana are 
uot honest or serious in their peace 
efforts," added Tislıreen, referring 
to Israel's shelling of a refugee 
camp in southern Lebanon last 
week in which more than 100 civil 
ians died. 

In the face of this onslaught, the 
US negotiating team were very cauı- 
tious about thelr prospects on Mon- 
day, "We think we have a chance of 
putting a deal together this week,” 
the state department spokesman, 
Nicholas Burns, sald in Damascus, 
“but that is not assured.” 

With so much uncertainty sur- 
rounding the diplomacy, the Israeli 
prime minister, Shimon Peres, told 
parliament there was no deadline to 
the military operation. 

"Grapes of Wrath is an operation 
that is not limited in time but is de- 
tailed In its goals. The goal is to 
bring long-term quiet to northern 
[Israeli] communities," he said, 

He went on to accuse Iran of 


Romano Prodi savoura victory on Monday PHOTOGRAPH: BRUNO O 


League, which won more than 10 
per cent of the vote, 

The Olive Tree alliance will need 
the support of the orthodox Marx- 
ists of Communist Refoundation, 
whose leader, Fausto Bertinolti, 
promised to “help give birth" to a 
centre-left adlninistration, 

If half a century is history, then 
the outcome of Italy's general elec- 
tion deserves to be called historic. 

It is not much of an exaggeration 
to say that from the end of the sec- 
ond world war until the end of the 
cold war, politics in [Italy was about 
one thing: how to keep the western 
world's most powerful conımunist 
party out of government. It was the 
abiding concern not only of the: 
Christian Democrats, who domi 
nated political life, but also of their 
patrons, in the Vatican and the 


of power. That it should lıave taken 
sû long for Italians to opt for the left 
is a tribute to the depth of anti 
communist sentiment which built 
up in the post-war years. 
In order to get the PDS into 
اتب‎ Mr D'Alema allied with a 
gressively broader swathe of 
politicians to the PDS's right. 
There is, indeed, a touch of irony 
about the result. Italians voted for 
change. But İn doing so they opted 
for a recast version of the past. 

In the lower house of parliament, 
the Olive Tree alliance will be un- 
able to command a majority without 
the Communist Refoundation, 

One of the right’s wittier cand} 
dates dubbed the prospective al- 
llance between the centre-left. and 
Communist Refoundation a “Russ 
ian salad”, “We shall be very inter- 


The centre-left's candidate for 


former chairman of the state hold- 
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Italy turns 
the tables 
on history 


John Hooper In Rome 


HE Italian left was preparing 
itself for its first real taste of 
power after an historic victory 


in Sunday’s general election. 


Final results showed the Olive 
Tree alliance of former Commu’ 
nists, the Socialists, progressive 
Christian Deınacrats, and Greens 
gaining control of the senate, but 
enjoying a cleqr msjority in the 


lower house of parliament only with 
help from hardline Marxists. 


The Freedonı Alliance, led by the 


television tycoon Silvio Berlusconi, 


won only 246 seats in the Clhantber 
of Deputies to the Olive Tree al- 
liance's 284 and Communist Refouın- 


dation's 35. With only 59 seats, 
Umberto Bossi's Northern League 
lost its grip on the balance of power, 


Share values soared by almost 5 
per cent on the Milan stock ex- 


change as investors saw a chance 


for stable governmenl by a te- 


spected econoniist. 


prime minister is Romano Prodi, a 
Bologna university professor and 


ing company, IRI. Mr Prodi said his 
first steps as prime minister would 
include cutting interests rates and 
rejoining the European Union's ex- 
change rate mechanisın. 

Askecl if Italy might be in for a pe- 


riod of austerity, Mr Prodi sald: 1 


seriousness is called austerily, yes." 

The defeated leacler of the right, 
Mr Berlusconi, dismissed specula- 
tion that he might leave politics. 
The media magnate, who is being 
tried for corruption, sald lıis Free- 
dom Alllance, which includes free- 
marketeers, former neo-fascists and 
ex-Christian Democrats, was “m~ 
Portant for keeping Italy within the 

lds of a (rue democracy”. 

Inan attempt to smooth tense rela- 
fons with Mr Berlusconi, Mr Prodi 
offered the opposition the presidency 
of one of the two houses of parlia- 
ment— a key institutional position, . 

Massimo D’Alema, leader of the, 
PDS, the largest group within the. 
Olive Tree alliance, also made over, 
tures to the federalist Norther . 


j captance that the only gort of 
mine that should be used was a 
E ' self-destructingf one that doean’t 
Giri declsion to re- ' Yet several Nato allie, includ, :Î alt around for ever and kill civil- 
verse its policy bringa Britain ... ..| ing Belglum, Holland, Norway. lans long after its uss. 
into line with the majority of ita. ahd, most recently, Germany ““Thatis atil an Interim'alim. 
military partnerar:., . . | have renounced them. The. We are saying now that we will 
The BLitlshı army has tens of Pentagon is also reviewing its . . go beyond that, We will now 
thousands of anti-personnel , | policy,:spurred on 0 the danger: | ¢ampaigğn towards a total world . 
mines In stock, although it has:: | facing US troops in-the Balkans,. ide þan on anti-personnel 
not produced any singe the early. | where upto § million mines are mines.” Britain doea not believe 
ees Britain has long main: . .. | thoughtto have been laid. - that a total ban can achiévéd in 
tained that anti-persaonel mine ‘| . Mr Davis told BBC Radio. . the Geneva r eed to 
area legitimate weapon when : Today programme: “We have. ` end May3. 
` used.diseriminately as a means.. Û been campaigning actively. the 
of holding up enemy forces. last few years to try to get an aC- . Washington Pal, pagé 16 ` 


Britain joins call; for global: land- mine ban 


BFRTAINN is: to campaign for a 


global ban on anti-personnel 


mines and will destroy almost 
half its atockpile immediately, . 
the Government announced on 
Tuesday, writes Charles Miller 
ofthe Presg Association. : 
The F Borelgn Office minister. ١ 
Davis, outlining the UK : 
ernment ıent’s dramatic policy 
0 s said Britain would give 


remaining mies 0 


İnternational ban ia agresd. The 


4. 
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green but he c came out of a ke: 
to three feet. Another stroke of Nor- 
nıan's lead was eroded at the 4th, 
where he was bunkered, but he got 
it back at the 5th where Faldo was 


continued at the 6th where Faldo hit 
a magnificent shot to five feet for a 
birdie to close the gap to four shots 
again and he then made it tlıree 
with anatlıer birdie at the long Sth. 

Norman, with an ungainly ancl 
unbalanced swing, hit his second 
into the woods and had to struggle 
for his par. Faldo, after two good 
slıots, hit a poor pitch, which so dis- 
gusted him that he turned his back 
on it, But then he holed from 21 feet 
and he was mollified. 

Another Australian nıistake at the 
gth, where Nornıan misjudged his 
second and saw it run back down 
the fairway some 20 yards, meant 
that Faldo was only two behind at 
the turn. It could have been one, for 
the Englishman's birdie putt, per- 
fectly paced, hit the hole and just 
stayed out. Faldo was out in a two 
under-par 34, Norman İn 38. 

By now the tension was palpable. 
It was, in any case, a hot and humid 
day with only an occasional swirling 
breeze to relieve spectators and 
players. Norman, given to biting his 
lip anyway, was İn danger of chew- 
ing through it and there was none of 
the selfassurance that had charac- 
‘terised his play on that magnificent 
day in 1993 at Royal St George's 
when he produced a final round of 


Final act . .. as Nick Faldo’s birdie putt on the 18th clinches an astonishing victory, Greg Norman ks: 
nothing left to offer but his congratulations PHCTTGRAPIY STEPHEN'S, 


feel, he lil lle hule for an eagle u | 
siıw {he ball spin away. The Au 
tralian fell to lhe grourıd in an afr 
uf fruslridicn. 

‘There was, however, anole 
agony lo come. Nurmann's fee ski 
al the water-sirewn 16h was MU 
fractionally fal, i1 dicl not make 
carry and plunged into the pond 
was awful to waleh and deeply 
pressing. Even Faldo looked s 
rubbing the back of lig head, 
(lerin how all this coukl happent 
ıhe man wlıe had led from lhe sii 
with iıı magnificend, ret 
B3 in the first round. I Aura 
took another ouble-bogey five 
was now in danger of not even 
ishing second. He walked off 
green, heat bowed, amid a FF 
found silence. 

@ Severiano Ballesteros, a maa 
0 to reduce lhe long holt 
rified par fours, had only Ut 
birclies in 20 alteınpts this yer, 


off the tee of the short 12tl, Nur 
man dumped his shoul into Rae's 
Creek. It was the second day il suc- 
cession he had done so bul Lhis time 
there was no bogey [our awaiting. 
He pitched to 12 feet ancl missed, 
The double bogey meauıt that in 
the space of 13 holes Norınan lad 
turned a six-stroke lead intu a two- 
stroke deficit and by now ihe 
crowds were stunned inlo silence, 
While Norman sweated for his 
five, Faldo stood in the shade, keep” 
ing cool, conserving his energy. 
Faldo hit the better «(Irive of lle 
two at the 13th, wilh Norman run 
ning off into the pines on the right. 
He was forced to lay up short of the 
creek and then Faldo took ages over 
what to play. First it was an. iron, 
then a wood, then an iron again, a 
threeiron as it turned out, and he 
found the green with il. Norman 
pitched to 14 feet and, for the first 
time in the round, hit a firm, posi 


64 to win the Open. The Australiarı 
missed the green at the 10th, to 
drop yet another shot and, if Nor- 
man's nerves were getting ragged, 
it showed on the 11th green, 

This has been the site of both 
Faldo's wins in the Masters; the 
place where he beat, in play-offs, 
both Scott Hoch and Raymond 
Floyd, and now he saw Norman 
take three putts from no more than 
12 feet. The first one, for a birdie, 
looked in all the way but shaved the 
hole and ran two feet past. The Aus- 
tralian stood for ages over the re- 
turn putt and then pushed it stiffly 
past the right edge. 

The crowd at Amen Corner 
gasped but it was only a murmur 
compared to their reaction when, 


4 Matchless iron plane is broken 
(@. .. 2. 
5 Stlok with Capone without 


"IFILL shouting (5) tive putt straight into the hole. All iL | wii one over jar on them 

LÎ 6 Blame the fish salesman for (lid, unfortunately fur him, was to | He was 11 over pir for the ê ll‏ ُا أ 
ت going ahead (8) keep him lwo strokes behiıul. ment andl saicl afterwards: “I‏ 

IÊ | 7 GIrl ernbracing students Is not Norman needed something clra- | have reacherl the boltom. Bul 
five, even! (65) matic and he alınost gol il ıl Ihe | you are alwnys (lowustairs yu 


long 15th. Chipping from sone G0 | only go upulairs.” 
س‎ 


Rugby Unlon ب‎ 


England face threat of exile 


Tht wan agreed bY he 
Rugby Union carller hls mani 
pile an offer Irom the 
brace Wales in Sky's £150 
uffer, ‘The WRU refused by 
woultl leave ireland and 


8 They provided educatlonal 
establishment for tutor to get on 
with (6,5) 

10 Nice MD's rent adjustment 
shows keen judgment (1 1) 

14 Can be turned from a duly list to 
any list (8) 

15 Love helping after a party (9) 

16 Theologian i8 to relax Inside, 
belng unwell (8) 

19 Appropriate support given by 
mounted soldiers (6) 

21 Atopless golf olub, say! (5) 

22 Found In oustard when suet 


David Plummer 


HE prospect of England being 
expelled from the Five Nations’ 
Championship has become ımore 
real than fanciful after the Rugby 
Football Union decided to break witlı 


pudding's lo follow (6). with virtually nothing. 
. ‘tradition and negotiate ite own telev "Our view is that the 2 
gion rights. The state of disunion be- | served by the four ni 
: tween the RFU and its Welsh, | ing together and 
Scottish. and Irish counterparts was | money," ‘ssid the WRU ا‎ 
1 ‘confirmed even before their crisis | Vernon Pugh. "One county 
18 Advantage of tuming outside EE meeting in Dublin last weekend. off to do Its own thing 0 
broadcast on (4) Last wesk’s solutlon ‘| „ Wales, ` Scotland and Ireland | but it then becomes a hota: 
20 Change le'needed In this place | i .Î wanted England to sign a 10-year ÎÛ own results. How 1 
of entertainment pact that wûuld guarantée the four | land:have been worth: Dealt, 


J H E J 
(BIALUIXIHIAIM] aHuafaiu an. equal share of the champion- Î i 
2 ship 3 tplevision contract, which has fa 
12 moiths to run, But on the eve of 
thé meetiig it whs announced that . 
e ES 
ب‎ next year. 


; England are talline the others’ 


23 Dlslkes dead tsetse files: u 

24 Qutetly sit back In ‘club ‘provided 
1 by church member (7) 0 
25 Game you need a spammer for? (ê) | ' 
26 Misslon operated In East Street - 
"8 
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و Down‏ 
Has way onto vessel In‏ 2 
:"difficultles (9)‏ 
sea‏ ا g8 ‘Nurse In charge admits‏ 
ls picturesque (6)‏ 
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Golf US Masters 


Faldo takes crown. 


1 David Davies In Augusta 


REG NORMAN did the unr 

. thinkable, and Nick Faldo. 

. the unbelievable, when the, 
Australian diasipated. a six-shot 
overnight lead and handed a third 
green coat and US Masters title to 
the Englishman at the Augusta Na- 
tional golf club, Georgia, on Sunday. 

Norma, who has never won at 
Augusta, seems fated not to. This 
was by far his best chance but he 
threw it away conıprehensively. His 
lead hacl gone after 11 holes, he was 
twa behind after 12 and his reputa- 
tion as a man who car find more 
ways to lose than to win was dread- 
fully enhanced. Norman took a six- 
over-par 78, and Faldo, emulating 
Sancly Lyle in 1988, got down in two 
from a fairway bunker at the 18th 
for a birdie and a round of 67, five 
under par. 

His total of 276, 12 under, gave 
him the title by five shots and he 
joins Gary Player, Jimmy Demaret 
and Sam Snead as a three-times 
Masters winner. Only Arnold Palmer 
(four) and Jack Nicklaus (six) have 
more. Norman showed signs of falli- 
bility straight away when he drove 
into the trees at the 1st, recovered 
into a greenside bunker, came out 
to eight feet and missed. 

He did birdie the 2nd, although 
his second shot cleared the green 
and pitched into the spectators and 
he had to chip from 30 feet. Faldo, 
meanwhile, had also misaed the 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


War? What war? demands Yeltsin US-Japan 
relations 


3 نے 
t In Moscow . “The US has taken the position | national show had been arranged to j troops, tanks and armoured person-‏ 
David Hearst In M that Chechenia is a part of Russia," | show support for Mir Yeltsin in the Î nel carriers allowed in border | f Im [OV | ng .‏ 
N DOUBLESPEAK worthy of | Mr Clinton told a news conference | forthcoming presidential election. regions under the Conventional Bp‏ 
his Soviet predecessors, Presi- | after alnıost five hours of talks with Mr Clinton avoided open en- | Forces in Europe Treaty. Progress‏ 
dent Boris Yeltsin declared at the | the Russlan president. “But in the | dorsement of Mr Yeltsin, but refer- | hag also been made on an American‏ 


Kevin Rafferty in Tokyo 
RESIDENT Clinton last week 


weekend that there had been no 


end a free country has to have free 
Russian military operations in 


ring to the communist leader, 
association, so there has to be 


Gennady Zyuganov, said: “I don't 


demand to define missile systems 
which are not covered by the Ant 


Chechenia for three weeks, and that | something beyond fighting. There | think we should be under any illu- | Ballistic Missile Treaty, and strate- expressed satisfaction that trade 
the situation there was “not bad”. has to be a diplomatic solution.” sions that people run for offices on | gic rockets which are. relations between the United States 
As Interfax news agency quoted a Since Mr Yeltsin first tried to irr | platforms that they intend to inıple- But no substantial progress was | and Japan were on a better footing. 
senior Russian commander report. | plement his ceasefire, scores of | ment, and therefore all elections | made on Nato’s eastwards expan- To underline the president's point 
ing clashes in five Chechen villages, | Chechen villages have been | involve choices and have conse- | sion. Mr Clinton reiterated thst | at the end of his visit to Japan, the 
Mr Yeltsin said baldly: "No military Î bombed and surrounded by Russian | quences.” The relationship between | accepting former Soviet bloc states | ministy of finance in ‘Tokyo 
operations have been carried aut | forces, and more than 120 federal | Washington and Moscow would be | as members did not represent a | released figures showing that for 
gince March 31," referring to the | troops have died in fighting. defined by the poll, he sald. threat to Russla. Mr Yeltsin, how- the first time since 1992 the coun- 
date of his peace plan, although The two presidents met after the Praising the Yeltsin government's | ever, sald Mir Clinton had pledged | try’s annual trade surplus fell below 

some rebel bands were “still run- | nuclear summit of leaders of the | economic reforms, he sald they | to use his influence to ensure ex- Û $100 billion. 


ning around”. group of seven main industrial |j were bearing fruit after very diffl- | pansion was not speeded up. Equally important for relations 


ident Clinton, asked why j’ countries and Russia decided on a | cult years: “Real progress is being He sald: “think a two-way agree- Î with Washington, Japan's surplus 
Moscow was not being largely pre-prepared package of pro- | made.” ment might be worked out, In our | with the US shrank for the first time 
harder by the West on the suffering j posals on nuclear co-operation and The two presidents revealed | view, it might include a provision Î in five years, falling 27.1 per cent to 
endured by Chechenia's civilian | storage, and joint measures against | progress on two technical arme | that no country may be accepted | $40.6 billion. China now has a 
population, replied by endoraing Mr | nuclear theft. control issuea which had been | [for Nato membership] without | bigger surplus with the us. 
Yeltsin's line that the region is part Both men attempted to laugh off | complicating their relationship, Mr | Russia's agreement,” The only surprise was that 
of Russia — but said that Moscow | the abiding impression of the week- | Yeltsin said the US was in favour of Japan's imports fell last month by 
ahould seek a peaceful settlement. end’s events — that the whole inter- Î Russia readjusting ils quotas of | Comment, page 12 1.3 per cent, the first fall for more 


than three years. Economists said 
this was just a blip. 

The surplus last month continued 
to fall, thanks to a still greater 
decline in exports. A stronger dollar 
and weaker yen makes Japan's 
exports more competitive. 

A significant part of the fall in 
exports and increase in imports has 
come from "transplant" car sales, 
fron Japanese favtories abroad. Car 
imports have increased rapidly, hut 
two of the popular "foreign" brands 


Sarajevo set 
to build on 
peace hopes 


Julian Borger reports 
on the architectural 


ina il re Honda and Toyota. 
debate raging In the 3 Before he flew from Tokyo te 
battered Bosnian capital Petersburg, Mr Clinton tulcl parlia- 


ınent that trade relationships be- 


HILE tween the two countries were “not 
ubbi وا‎ reer free of (riction". He aclclecl: “But 
from a 2 8 e after years of frustration on both 
architects ا‎ tentatively sketch- sidea, for the first tine we have 
ing plans for the battered capital, bileh a e 2 wark through 
in the hope of recapturing aome and resolve our differences. 
ا کیا‎ Washington Post, page 17 
ی‎ the concrete legacy of 
soclalism., 2 
Despite widespread doubts B aby- sell in 9 
0 how long the یز‎ will : 
there is increasing preasure 
to rebulld quickly aa sollers investigated 
return from the front. 1 
a RS REECE has Inunched an olf 
1 bs and 2 ns long cial inquiry into illegal adop- 
0 Mer o f don tions, amid reports that thousands 
Die, foreign of toddlers were sold to families at 
و‎ a in d ıhome. and ;gbrodd in the 30 years. 
0 e . ‘after the second world war, toriies 
ا ا ا‎ ‘Helena Smith in Athens. 
r e i gove ۳ 
Pale Some of he city's problems stopped working. ‘There were n0. Jean- -Françols: ‘Daoulas, &i 1. a e eH under 
ا‎ money doésn't jare urgent, For example, almost .| :chimneys for fires and no .. | French urban planner working ' .mounling pressure from e of 
brlng ben d heritage. `Î ;all Sarajeyo’'s trees were .. .,. istorerooms for wood," Mr . ı]| in Sarajevo. for. the United :. -. : Î ‘the i alleged . baby-sélling scheme. 
رت‎ 30 brings, bad . ‘chopped down for firewood, On 'Jamakovic sald. .. Nations, belleves the makgla. . Since the scandal erupted a 
retry ld emake, | Ron bl, firt | henen | RR E. | n 
héad of pi ng in he ‘along with the lack of Û in the n و‎ e 1 iden thtios.--N E hen 
coun duced to squalor by the war... .Î parks and sports facilities „| thelr real identitie any o 
ا‎ Merete aluvovle'ê 1 ی‎ THeopen م‎ a ‘between م‎ conerete: “cliff 8 : وا با‎ red tielr riots via the 
hacks. It „| tower blocks of New : 8”. 1 5 
al firm la re ا‎ Dut a ehh in. .. | became a ey ry rsa 1 ¦ There, e an opportunity:to do : mort it all eridene 0 2 he 
help deng a new Olymplc-size | theılastyenra.of communism... | with no وا اا‎ rebulld blr urban culture; Mr. | tice: took place” sald Mariana: 
sports centre İn one of the 1 , The clty, council 14 carrying, . | elementa Or mı 3 a Daoulna sald. ° ‘ıı u. ,Felthfull; wha. helped .set . up the 
to Bt 0 HE 1 اا‎ to و ج‎ na 4 ا‎ e lio; he ciyê '. , When construction begins ini Î Asso ciation for ' the Search . for 
till Hab an . | Sarajevo's northern flank. : Ottoman heart af.16th century. earnestit is likely.to bear the . ı' | ‘Children ‘Adopted Without . the 
ay ey me d. ... | ¦ But there is'algo a farresching. mosques, narrow streets and ., | a of “warchi ا‎ 2 Moet 1 Coen e! پت یادا‎ 
0 f how the,city might . | low, tiled houses.proved « .| architects say it will posal ' ٠ 
ر‎ of her اک‎ 2 E ا‎ of the twin legacies of | remarkably resillent. Mr . : : :| ble to shrug offtheirısiege . ۰ ecogniae ا‎ i 0 2 
every Friday to discuss ؛‎ -. war and dictatorship, Many in .. .| Jamakovic attributes this to the -! mentallty and the fear that ı .. -. م‎ 1y ma ele a 5 
Sarajevo’s architecturnl flıture. .| the architects’ association: , ‘old Turidsh bullding style, in .. .| hostilities might atart Again ا‎ n ‘adoption laws. 9 ا‎ e. 1 
Itis the continuation of a debate | believe the, city should draw. which, distrlcts;.or mahalas,.:. ,| any dme, ww. vı. . ‘Î take ourcase 0 و‎ : pean Co ur’ 
that lneted throu 0 thi Jessons from its pregocialist . 1... | were bullt aroundismall court: “Before thie war, we unedl ta | afHuman Rightg.™i . . 
rougholt the war. t. They,say the war has taught! yards and fountains. butld houses with:very big. i: ‘ ‘The victims say they. were: piirte 
at م‎ ator en o: rely on communities . .| ; Residents of: therold. quarter ا‎ facing the mountains; ı irom iı their. families - after belnig 
N ce 3 و‎ : | her than technology. .... : fetched food ancl water. for each -: where: the shella came froma” ..| Talsely declared dend .a ‘few: days’ 
a e archilecte abr 1 *The people who lived in ther .ı | other and put out their neigh: :Jamakovle said. ., .: .1. "Î after theyr were: a o ‘had 
internat 1 aring for 1 pig gkyscrapera had great. '. ,. :.. boure’ firés,.Partly.as a result, *Now we will makê oür wîn-. Î bean handed over to itıstitutlons oh 
Doecwarcifrcure cla lanka The . .| the survival rate was algnifcanly dows smaller, and.put e on A temporary basls iy by \tnpoverishied’ 


. Î fhe other aide of the house,” < ‘“ Î parents, E 


he boro during the war. 


next month, broke and an water pumps higher than in the suburbs: : 


til ARDIAN WEBAY 


And 8 1g 


Briefly 


ETER LENNON'S report, “The 
islers of evil" (March 31}, a 
ly by ù sisler and her 
slalf loward chilehrvn in their care ig 
a Dublin at went {o0 far, 
Like you, Î dtery ihe abuse of chil 
slren anywhere, bul it is not fair ly 
hit an ok uly whvn shies down and 
unlikely to sue, 

Many people across the world 
li “ds, relatives, nel 
teuchers, nurses, doctor and social 
workers whe are sisters of mere, 
Nearly all of thin arr very good 
people. By insulting then as "Ire 
land's evil rs uf mercy" you ir 
stl ıs, foo, for wr frold them in high 
regartl for heir cleclicaletl wark. 
Kevin O' Rourke, 
Alexandria, Egypi 


Û THE Rallic states are “bounce 
ing back tceording to the 
headline on Lee Huckslacler's arl 
tle {Washington Post, Apîl 14. 
Aleatl miıybe, bul nut bac 

The Balle sites were fseist die 


lorships during heir brief period ۱ 


ol independence betwevn Ihe wars | 
FEnloniiuıs boast it {heey wire just i 
a prosjurots is Finland Iheni 
wliich is true only hecuse Finland ' 
was Ihe urıly couniry it Western El | 
rope or Scimdinivia ıs juunr as Eş. 
tenia. Extonit's deal camps "| 


the cougiry “the first Jewefree re 
gion of Buro|n’", 

Ant for whal il's worth, Ihe 
Molotov-Ribbentrop troniugegression 
truly which :tssigneel thr Ballic 
xtales ta lhe Soviet sphere uf influ 
e was preverkoel by iı nonaputrex 
sian treuly bwin Ue Navis, اھ‎ | 
Isltonia ancl Lanlviit. 

Jnle Carlson, | 
HWinnepeg, Munilohu, Canuda 


LARE SHORT miny nul hare 
been confine lo a Siberian 
power sfation, bul she las been sh 


fenced jus as dlriueonianly for tie | ; 


meres meli ol an Olcl 1abour 
poi of view ont fnxitiuns (the Week 
in Britain, April 211. 

Ulis episode ruises apgitil ihe 
questi: whal will Ibe Blairile a 
tion clo in office if hey suce 
Jing eleelel on a plnlform of 
Mijar’ isn mlm Mijar 


E unpil' lions hat sli 
ly peel it mellen rıh Ne¥ 

Libeur's rletarie extolling eni’ 

preneurship, the nininyuni slate 

obwisanece to the jşlobal economy? 

J Wired Attenboruugh, 

Lincoln 


S$ NOT the underlying dilemma of 
the Brilish government re) 

a unified European currency the 4# 
Jacto disappearance of the pound 
from the columns of the 
Weekly in favour of US dollars whet, 
reporting British financial ni 
Kenneth Ryder, 

Feldkirchen, Germany 
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morally repugnant? And am I the 
only one to despair that xt civilisvel 
nation should even consider il? 
(Prof) John C Tipper, 

Freiburg, Germany 


Giving aid to the 
women of Herat 


AMELA COLLETTS luler 

(Heral a no-go area for women, 
March 31) gives aıı accurate av- 
count of the severe and daınagiıg 
constraints placed upon women ly 
Taliban rule in Herat. Christian 
Aid's work in the region aims 10 
overcome some of the constrais 
the Taliban impose. 

Chıristiau Aid does ot rely on the‘ 
operational approach of many aid 
agencies. It aims to supporl — as 
equal partners — local people work- 
ing with poor communities. In Heral 
these parlners, and the poor cunı- 
munities they represeııl, cannot 
simply pack up and leave becatıse of 
occupation by a new arnıy and al- 
ministration, 

They want Clıristian Aid lo stand 
by them through (wse difficull 
tines. We intend lo do su, slanting 
by our principle of working with Ihe 
pourest, nol least women. 

Recently we approved grants lı 
talling over £140,000 for prujecls 
with women as the main or sole 
beneficiaries atid participants. As i 
resull Christian Aid will be doing ils 
utmost over the next three ytars tu 
support Afghan village woıncen is 
hey work to acldress mental henaltlı 
problems. We shall also be provicl- 
ing loans lo women returning [rol 
iran lo remote ar€as. 

As a nor-goverımıemal agency, 
Chrislian Ald is not working for any 
political administralion. We ire 
working with {be people. They lave 
not left Herat, and until such tie as 
we can do nothing 10 supper (heir 
efforts — including women's vffurts 
— neither shall we. 

Dave Hampson, 
Senior Prngramnte Officer, 
Christian Aid, London 


Christ's teaching 
lost on rebels 


OUR CAPTION le (he phot 

graph un ye 3 (April 1 
makes i1 grave error in ch 1 
Joseph Kony’ s«realled "Lar 
sislance Army" is a Cloristian 
fundamentalist rebel movemenl. 
Rebels they may be, bul Cl 
they cannot be called. Christians 
were so-called in the first century 
AD — naıned after Jesus Clhırisl 
whom they followecl, 

Jesus only once witnessed one of 
his followers wielding a weapon 
against an enemy, and he rebukecl 
that disciple (Peter). He taught peo- 
ple to {love their enemies and do 
good to them, In doing so, they 
might well win them over. 

As a surgeon I have personally 
witnessed what Joseph Kony’s army 


does to innocent civilians. Two re- 


main burned in my memory. One is 
a young boy with both legs blown 
off above the knee, and the other a 
young woman shot not once but re- 
peatedly in the back. She died 
slowly. and Painfully of grievous in- 
ternal injuries clespite the efforts of 
Christian doctors to save her life. 
This kind of activity does not de- 
serve to be linked with the name of: 
Christ, 
Peter Bewes, ‘- 
Consulanit surgeon, 
Kampala, Uganda. ' 


tlements. He can now wage a dis- 
placed war on Hamas via the Hizbut- 
lah in Lebanon. Although it may 
well be inı the iuterest of most of us 
to support Peres in his donteslic 
campaign given the Likud alterna- 
tive, it's discouraging again to wit- 
ness sonte British television news 
orgauisations being used in this 
way. 

Tony Futtos, 

London 


TIS, of course, tragic that 400,000 

people are fleeing from their 
homes in southern Lebanon, as Is- 
raeli warplanes step up their now 
(laily attacks. 

ft is equally tragic that over a 
week ago, all women and children, 
twethirds of the local population, 
were evacuated from their homes in 
northern Israel, in fear of the 
Hizbullah Katyusha missiles, 

Although the scale of refugees is 
not equivalent, Î fail to see how this 
was unworthy of news coverage. 
For the last couple of months, 
Kalyushas have continually fired on 
the towas in northern Israel, ancl 
hardly a word has been reported in 
the British press. 

The Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments cannot disclaim all responsi 
bility for the Hizbullah, and at the 
sanie time fail to condemn a single 
attack from their own territory, 

Anns Fine, 
Landon 


Culling time 
for UK cattle 


TRE IS no laboratory test that 
can decide if a young living ati- 
mal is afflicted with the agent caus- 
ing BSE (How the truth was 
butchered, March 31). The diagno- 
sis can only be made by observing 
the animal. Should sigus lead to a 
diagnosis of BSE in the olcler ani- 
mal, it seems reasonable to assume 
that the animal has been carrying 
the agent all the time, in liglu of (he 
latent period. 

As in some human diseases, the 
greatest conceutrnlion of the agenl 
appears in the nervous system. The 
agent, be İl prion or viru 
gested and subsequently trans 
ted from the inteslines 10 the 
nervous system, brain, spinal cemtl 
anl nerves. There appear to be only 
three routes of transmission: blood 
slcan, lymphalic system and 
perineural channels. 

Muscle masses (ie, meat} are lilb- 
erally supplied with all these sys- 
tems. Il is suggestecl that it js safe to 
ent the meat from a young animal, 
but is it? The agent is in transit 
across (he muscle masges, 

As there is no therapeutic means 
of combating the BSE agent, there 
remains only one method of eradlca- 
tion: totally removing the vector — 
Incinerating all ‘cattle. The risk of 
contracting CJD nay statistically be 
0.001 per cent, but to the patient it is 
100 per cent. 

(DrJ EG Rees Jones, 
Manchester 


NFECTED cattle must be slaugh- 
tered because they are initected. 
Cattle from the same farms should 
probably also be slaughtered as a 
n: But only the extermina- 
jon of.the entire British beef and 


‘| dairy herds will now satisfy the po- 


litical agenda of mainland Europe. 
Am I the only person outside 

Britain who finds the idea of slauglı- 

tering and incinerating millions of 


healthy animals to thia end to be’. 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Key ingredients for 
peace in Middle East 


INCE ISRAELS traumatic 

Lebanese venture (1982-85), we 
have occupied southern Areas of 
Lebanon in order 
Katyusha racket attacks against 
northern Israel. 
successful, there might lıave been 
sonıe justificalion for this occupa- 
tun when all the militias were 
armed and no central authority ex- 
isted. Since the national pact of 1991 
in Lebanon establishing a national 
government (urder Syrian control), 
all militia forces except (ranian- 
backed) Hizbullah have been dis- 
banded. The Lebanese government 
has often stated that it would dis- 
band Hizbullah if Israel left its self 
praclaimerl security zone. 


Û International guarantees (includ- 
ng those from Syria) for maintain- 
ing pence along the border with an 
implied suspension of the treaty in 
case of Hizbullah (or other) attacks 
on Israeli targets; 

O AÃ Lebanese amnesty for the 
South Lebanese Army (SLA) (but 
not necessarily its incorporation 
İnto Lebanon's official army) with 
Israel providing compensation to 
the menıbers of the SLA; 

Ûû Syria's preeminent role in 
Lebanese affairs to be recognisecl. 
(Dr) Simcha Bahiri, 

Tel Avi, Israel 


SRAELI propaganda (Iraws a dis- 

tinction between the civilian resi- 
dents of southern Lebanon and the 
"terrorist" Hizbullah, with its be- 
ıign warnings to (hose unfortunate 
citizens in the way of Operation 
Grapes of Wrath. However, lhe real- 
My of the characteristically dispro- 
portionate collective punishment 
issued by tle israel Defence Force 
(TDF) does no such thing. 

It is of some comfort that, for the 
most part, the Western media has 
nol automatically gone along with 
the official Israeli line. The daınage 
on the ground iu ternıs of property 
and people has been reported in de- 
tuil in a way that was nol always pos- 
sible during (he Gulf war. 

However, British television re- 
porling has not been entirely im- 
mune to Israeli news nıanagemeni. 
Dramatic black-and-white shots of 
surgical strikes, belpfully supplied 
by the IDF, will always make far 
good viewing, as will pictures of dis- 
tressedl civilians in bomb shelters. 

Shinton Peres owes a vote of 
thanks to those responsible for the 
Kalyusha atlacks on northern set- 
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Although never 


{since the Miadrid conference in 
1991) lıave been totally clependent on 
progress on the IsraelSyrian track 
as Lebanon has not been able or will- 
ing to pursue indepenclent negotin- 
tions, While Israel's rim of a separate 
peace antl normalisation of relations 
with Lebanon is unattainable at pre- 
senl, a peace treaty with Lebanon 
which postpones normalisation until 
a coniprehensive peace with Syria İs 
achieved may be possible. 

A peace package which will meet 
most of the present objectives of 
Syria, Lebanon and [srael (but not 
Iran) has the following cormnponents: 
Û Israel's withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory (eg, to lhe inter- 


iJ The Lebanese government's dis- 
banding of the Hizbullah militia and 
the Lebanese army resuming con- 
trol of the entire country: 

O A pence (r'caty between Israel and 
Lebanon ending the state of war be- 
tween them and havirıg provisions 
for full normalisation when a full 
Syrian-Israeli peace 1s achieved; 
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Silalahi, “In the past they have 
pointed the finger at the Javanese, 
but now attention is turning to the 
question of East Timor,” 

Hadi Soesastro, the executive di 
rector öf the Indonesian Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies, 
believes the government is caught in 
a dilemma. “In Jakarta there is a 
basic fear that if the youngest 
province is treated very differently 
from the rest of the country it will be- 
come very different,” he sald. “But 
how can equal treatment be applied 
to a province which doesn't share the 
nation's history and is economically 
so far behind other provinces?” 

There js little evidence, however, 
that government policy towards 
East Timor is about to change. Re- 
sentment în other provinces may, in 
any case, be checked by a new re- 
gional devolution programme. 


OES jealous of East Timor handouts 


particularly in eastern ladonesla,” 
Pande Radja Silalahi, an economist, 
sald. “The people there feel tat 


. theyre giving more to Jakarta than 


they're receiving, and they point to 
‘Eakt Timor as somewhere 'that is 


` getting morê than its fair harê.” | 


Resentment lë particularly strong 
in East Kalimantan, an oikrich 
province in Bornto which rëgularly 
generates more than 20 per cént of 
Indonesia's export earnings yet’ re- 
ceived legs than 1 per cent of the 
giy $128 billion development 
budget lastyear. 

“The indigenous Dijaks arê wit- 
neasing their resources bëing de- 
pleted without, in their eyes, belng 
"adequately compensated,” Said Mr 


of 6 000 soldiers in the province. 

Open opposition of this kind fuels 
the bitterness in other areas, where 
people feel their loyalty to Jakarta 
goes utirewarded, “Attitudes to East 
Timor have started to change,” said 
one political analyst. “Inatead of ac- 
cepting what the government does, 
eonle are beginning to question 

the large amount of ald given to the 
province. The new feeling is: Why 
should we give money to these ped- 
ple when they are doing nothing but 
always causing trouble? Some peo- 
ple are even wondering whether we 
should give up East Timor, as it's 
proving to be so expensive to gOV- 
ern." 

“There is a jealousy emerging, 


state aid on East Timor, per caplta, 
than anywhere but .[rian Jaya, the 
Indonesian half of New Guinea. In 
the last financial year government 
spending stood at nearly $100 per 
person in East Timor compared 
with $28 for East Java, $45 for Bali 
and just $15 for West Java. Millions 
of dollars have been spent on 
schools, hospitals, roads and hougs- 
ing in the province. 

But many Esat Timorese remain 
deeply hostile to Indonesian rule, 
Dozens have sought asylum In for- 
eign embassies n Jakarta in the 
past 18 months or tried to enter 
Australia illegally by means of the 
hazardous sea passage. Indonesia 
is obliged to maintain a garrison 
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The benefits of 


regular investnent 


Market volatility has meant that investors have fourtd it particularly hard to 
gauge the right time to invest their money. Phasing investment by contributing regularly to a 
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= AST TIMOR is PEE to 
= giye the , Indonesian govern- 
ment headaches of a different 
kind, as accusations grow of govern- 
ment favouritism towards the tro 
,„ bled province. 
Taxpayers are complaining that a 
disproportionally .large amount of 
public money is being-used to woo 


.Î people away from support for sepa- 


ratist unrest: in the former Por- 
tuguese .colony, while more loyal 
areaş are being neglected. Most 
provinces rely on central govern- 


. ment for up to 70 per cent of their 
budgets. 


The government spends more ih 


Gaullists in 
split over 
immigration 


Paul Webster in Paris 


ARLIAMENTARY propasals to 

reduce illegal immigrants’ ac- 
cess to education and health ser- 
vices have deepened a split inside 
the Gaullist-led cabinet and raised a 
storm of protest from human rights 
organisations, 

Rightwing MPs have been ac- 
cused of trying to compete with the 
racist National Front, which has 
stepped up its anli-inunigration 
campaign in the run-up to the 1998 
general election. 

A recent opinion poll slhuwed 33 
Per cent of the electornte in favour 
of the extremist movement's racist 
programme. 


AÃ parliamentary commission's j. 


Proposals — handed to the prime 
minister, Alain Juppé, last week — 


reflect the tough policies of the |. 


interior minister, Jean-Louis Debré, 
who has .presented a bill to. the 
national assembly that makes it the 
equivalent of a terrorist offence to 
shelter anı illegal immigrant. : 

Human rights. organisations are 


„Preparing a national demonstration, 


İn June against what they consider: 
.Rgovernment encouragement of in 
tolerance immigrants... But: 


towards 1 
Mr Juppé iş among ministers oppor! |. 
ing tighter restrictions because hel |. 
popular backlash against the, . 

MPs’ n. which e ir 


fears a 


longer qualify for child allowances, | 

One eritic. of.tougher, laws;is the | 
ormer -interjqr ..miniater Charles 
Pasqua, whose. 103 antimnigra- 
on measures have been the!sub-: 
2 of.çontinuous.protest: He sald ; 

the laws against iijegal gel 1 
were already trong: aug butnot 


or The 
total number was, 
dain 1892, 3 


even expel] 
Î Pureaucratic delays 


AUARDIAN WEEAY 
Apr 28 19 


The Week 


A N independent investigation 
will be conducted into aceu. 
sations (hat Australian cliplomats 
used uid money to huy aex with 
ehbildren 1n Asian orphanages, 


JURY in 1ws Angeles spared 

Erik and Lyle Menendez 
from lhe cleath penalty ancl çe- 
conmended that they he sen- 
tencedl to life iıı prison without 
parole for killing (heir parents, 


CORES of officers, including 

generals, lave been retired 
in the seconcl large shake-up of 
the Nigerian army since General 
Sani Ahacha took power in 1993, 


OLOMBIA has adopted 

emergency security mea- 
sures to counter the threat of 
attacks by leftwing guerrillas 
fighling to topple President 
Ernesto Snmper. 


ONVICTED British killer 

Jolın Martin Scripps was 
hangtecl in Sinyfapore for the 
murder of a South African 
tourist, Gerard George lowe. 


BOMB blast in a hnek 

packers’ hostel in New : 
Delhi, kiliecl it lest 17 penple 
including Iwo Britons, Crinun 
Wille und June Kirby. Her 
boyfriend, Viscount Weynuwuth, | 
(he 21-yeur-ulcl son of tlie 
Marquess of Bath, was injured. 


NEW ZEALAND general 

election, the first under a 
proportions representation- 
ntyle voting system, in likely lo 
be hell in mid-October after the 
resignation of Hirst MD Michael 
Laws over a political scandal, 


ORMER Australian J bor 
prime minister Paul Kealing 
hına quit politica, IHa govern’ 
ment suffered a landallde defent 
in March, ending 13 yearg of 
Labor rule. 


P RESIDENT Fernando 
Cardoso lu to flnd ways of 


speeding up Bral’s Innd réfort |’ 


afler u mansncre of 19 landllod 
farmers by police. 


A US delegation arrived ini 
Liberia to ald efforts e 
a lnating peace after two 
fighting. Residents are 

while health workers battle i0. 
contain outbreaks of a ee" 
thought to be cholera. 


guerelliai rere. j 
Taro police o i nortlicaslet 


Lanka, kilkng at leaat aéVen. 
poallcemer and wounding 15. 


R OBERT Hersaxit, France's. 
most powerful pres baron 
has died aged T6. و‎ 
T HE former South: ر‎ Ai 
labour leader, Cyril 
Ramaphosa, has left politiés % 
go into busihess after hê fAl 


to gaiu the positiob of fina, 
minister, 


' The body FF a child is cared from a block of flats destroyed by Israeli warplanes in Nabatiyeh last 
week, a foretaste of the carnage to follow at the UN compound at Qana, where more than 100 people, 
mostly women and children, were killed by Israeli shelling 


PHOTOGRAPH. MOHAMED ZATATU 


Killing people loses friends 


were public forays lo the Gulf. Lisl 
month's "antiterrorist” sunmumil ir 
Egypt brought [sracl and prpuice 
process Aritbs into a new cualitiet. 

Last weck's abrupt cancellation ol 
a follow-up rmecling in Luxetnbuuly 
symbolisel how imaging the 
alacks have been. 

Yel just is the Sarjevu nuırkvl 
massacre galvanised ihe inernir 
tional communily into belted itc- 
fion over Bosnia, Qann mily 
encourage countries which Inatle'r, 
and care, bo Ccooperte mur 
closely. Ihe US and Frimce wert ur- 
gently coorclinaling an approucl (o 
A ceasefire before the mass Killing. 

Bul mediunrtern efforls must 
focus on fitting the crucial missityg 
picces lulo the jigsaw uf Aa Compl 
hensive settlement: Syria's President 
Hafez al-Assad remains tlie key ru 
flonal player, cxplolllng Lebanon's 
wild soullı as his las and uııly card iıı 
the long entigame over the (roli 
Heiglıts — now alnıosl cerlainly al- 
tainable Jf Mr Peres's abor over- 
ment survives next month's election, 

Creclibhle reports of weapons 
belng airlifted from [ran lo Danas’ 
cus and sent on to tlie south tlıree 
weeks ago are more than an Inci- 
'dental cletail in a clrama {hat was 
cynical and complex enough before 
it took this terrible toll of innocents: 

Western countries also need to 
dhink hartder about how to handle 
iran. Tehran has openly supportecl 
iHizbullah and remains ideologically 
‘opposed to the wider peice process. 
Iran is looking back, ‘but others 
‘need to look ahead. 

An unequivocal promise of witti- 
drawal could coax Syria to rein in 
Hizbullah and the government in 
Beirut to take ûver itd own back- 
yard. The phrase “no territorial am- 
bitions" echoes hollowly in the 
history of this century, but it is true 
— for Mr Peres at least — and It 
should be spelled out.  ' 

And Israel ‘neetls to remember 
what many thought, over-optimisti- 
cally, it iad already ‘learned: that 
there are limits to force and a heavy 
price té be' paid — ininternatioual 


opprobrium and willing generations’ 


of future nartyrs ف—‎ for fens 
on it too much: - 


Washington Post, page 18 


Yet until (hose slıells ploughed 
into the Qana base, world reaclion 
had been sirikingly low-key: the 
United States tacitly supported ihe 
unslaught while elsewhere Israel 
enjoyed novel underslandling of ils 
right to scllefence; even Arab re- 
sponses were mule. 

Itis hard to exaggerate Lhe signif 
icance of such supporlive noises. 
Since tlıe agreement between Iar'acl 
and the PLO in September 1993, the 
Jewish state has broken out of its 
\solatlon and reestablishıecl ties that 
many countries severed irı 1907 or 
1973. 

Before that, coinciding with the 
end of the cold war, the ideological 
sting of a century of confrontation 
wag drawn as Zionism and the dis- 
possession and discrimination İt rep- 
resented for Palestlnians became 
lesg burning issues than ever before. 

Post-nıodern Israel worried more 
about markets than territory as its 
soldiers tired of intifada cluty In the 
alleys of Nablus, Palestinians were 
cmboldened by their successful 
challenge to the status quo, came to 
terms with their history and grudg- 
ingly accepted that half (or even 
less) a loaf was better than none. 
Arabs elsewhere recognised their 
societies facéed even tougher prob- 
lems than Iarael, 

And as Israel opened ‘new em- 
‘bassles and old lobbyists aban- 
doned propaganda for trade 
‘promotion, wide support for the 
peace process strengthened the 
„feeling that the world really had 
‘changed, that the’ old conflict was’ 
winding down, that there was after 
all, going to be a happy end. 

Last November's assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin’ by a rightwing Jew 
gave peace a martyr while Islamist 
suicide bombers and dismembered 


bodies in the shopping malls of 
‘| Tel Aviv raised the: stakes higher. 


‘Even Yasser Arafat emerged, de- 
demonišed, .and embraced a tatky 
democracy designed. to legitimise 
r~ and hopefully develop — the self- 
rule deal with Israel. ' 


As the ‘tectonic ‘plates shifted, 


Shimon -Peres's vision of a “new 


Middle East shimmered: the Arab . 


economic boycott faded, secret 
friegdships with Morocéto and Jor- 


dan came out of thé closet and there 
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Gunmen Kill 
18 at Cairo 
tourist hotel 


Guardian Reporters 


UNMEN shot dead 17 mostly 

elderly Greek tourists and arı 
Egyptian parking attendant at a 
Cairo lıotel last week. Fourteen 
olher' tourists and an Egyptian park- 
ing attendant were wounded, three 
critically, in the attack, responsibil- 


. _.The Greek :tourists were on an 
Easter visit of the Holy Land sites 
and bal arrived from Jerusalem. 
They were about to board a bus to | 


' ity for which was later claimed by 
| the terrorist Islamic Group, 


. Alexanrîria, ‘a. seat of the Greek 


„ He added: *1.don't know of any . 
other rules of the game, either for 


Until the Qana massacre 
Israel had the tacit 
support of the West for its 


Lebanese adventure, No 


longer, writes lan Black 


stand Lebanon yoıı haven't 


“[ F YOU think you under 
been properly briefed." 


cautions R jokey poster in the heal 
quarters of Unifil, the UN force 


whose base at Qaııa became a char- 
nel house of decapitated babies, 
severedl lımbs and charred corpses 
after last week's [sraell artillery at- 


Yet there is nothing incompre- 


lack, 


henstble about the strictly military 


logic of what happened in those 


frenzied minutes of shelling: Israeli 


gunners were simply firing back, 
‘with devastating inaccuracy, after 


Hizbullah guerrillas loosed off an- 
other salvo of Katyusha rockets a 


Nor is there any reason to disbe- 
lieve the laconic explanation by the 
Teraeli chief of staff, General Amnon 


and when they fire on us, we will 
flre at them to defend ourselves,” 


‘few hundred metres away. 


peace talks 


‘Shahak: “We fought Hizbullah . . . 


:the army or for civillana;” . 


Before the massacre, arguments 


1 


about Israel's offensive focused on 
:the question. of proportion: wag it 


right to use air strikas and artillery 
barrages against Hizbullah's 
Katyusha ‘rockets — primitive 
weapons that have killed. 12-Israelis 
since 1982. .but ‘none in recent 
months? And wes it justified to ter- 
rorise 400,000 Lebanese into leaving 
their homes because of the actions 


‘Î of a handful of guerrillas who enjoy 


at least passive popular support be- 
cause — their broader fundamental’ 
Ist ideology apart — they are 
fighting .to liberate their country 
frou foreign occupation? 

Israeli attacks on’ power stations 


provided 4 sinister hint that: 


Lebanon's economic recovery after 
years of civil war would not be al- 
lowed to take place if there was no 
peace in Galilee, By the rules of this 
dangerous game; & later was 
always possible, 


` Orthodox Church, when the mas i 


sacre began. 


According to wilnesses, four men. |' 
' drew up in a white van, stepped out | 


and fired on the party as they stood 


. outside the foyer of the Europa 


Hotel on the road to the pyramids. 
“I heard bııbububum, four shots 


«ih the -first burst, then it started 
again, a longer’ burst, and [ saw 


women falling like flies, covered in 
blood," said. Sotirios Grykis, a 
Greek tourist: who saw the scene 
from n first-floor balcony. 

There was speculation that the 
shaoling might be linkecl to the Is- 
raelî offensive in Lebanon, for whiclt 
Hizbullah, or Parly of God, las 
vowed revenge, The grip of nicl 
dloagrd and eklerly Creel visitors, 
said plıotogrupher Essanı Saicl, 30, 
"lookecl fikc [sraclis, so maybe (hese 
ıuple tlıouglıt Uıey were Jews." 

"Î believe the operation is cun- 
nectl to Lebanon because the 
Europa Hotel is known for accept- 
ing Israeli tourists," said Majdi 
Hussein, editor of the Islamic oppo- 
sion newspaper Shaab, “The 
timing seems to make this the logi- 
cal conclusion, Also, according to 
my information, these Greek 
tourists had come originally from 
Israel and hence the rmistake,” 

However, Yasser Shetta, assistant 
marketing manager at the Europa 
disputed these claims: “Anybody 
could tell they were not Jewish." 


Threat to 


ALESTINIAN officlalg said on 
Monday that Israel was threat 
ening tû halt peace moves if leaders 
.of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion replaced the PLO's 1964 charter, 
which calls for [Israel's destruction, 
with a declaration of independence, 
President Yasser Arafat began a 
meeting of his Palestine National 
Council by saying: “I call upon your 
council to amend all the articles in 
the national charter which contra- 
dict the peace of the brave that we 


signed.” His peace deals with lsrael 


require the council to remove by 
May 7 the èlauses about destroying 
the Jewish state. 

But officials said Mr Arafat be- 
lieved be cauld win council support 
for removing the clauses only by 
having it scrap the charter and sub- 
stitute its 1988 declaration of an in- 
dependent Palestinian state in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 


' They said Israeli prime nıinister ‘| 


Shimon Percs, facing a tough elec- 
tion campaign, opposed this as a vio- 
lation of the 1993 peace deal that put 
off the lasue of Palestinian statehood 
tntil later negotiations, —~ Reuter 
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the European Parliament that he 
expected the Agriculture Minister, 
Douglas Hogg, to present him witlı a 
strategy, including proposals for 
culling. e proposals will then be 
congidlered by veterinary experts 
from all 15 EU J meriberr states before 
being discussed by agricultural rnin- 
istera in Luxembourg on April 30, 
® Hopes that Britain can eradicate 
BSE from its cattle have suffered a 
serious setback following publica- 
tion of a study which suggests the 
disease is carried by mites. 
Scientists have discovered evi- 
dence of the infectious agent wlıich 


.causes scrapie (the sheep version of 


BSE} in hay mites on sheep in Ice- 
landic farms. It could mean that de- 
stroying cattle would not be enough 
to eradicate BSE, which has been 
linked to the emergence: of a new 
form of CJD in lıumans, 


Right urges tougher line on Europe 


..Major had again resorted to Brixton 
language to express his frustrations, 
over Europe. The Sunday Express 
—¬ no longer the Prime Minister's 
mast reliable press friend — re- 
ported that he regards his EU cal- 
leagues as having “acted like a 
bunch of shits" over the beef crisis. i 

The European Commission last 
week refused to lilt the world-wide 
ban on the sale of British beef until 
the Governınent provides details of 
a comprehensive plan: for eradicat, 
ing BSE. 

Speaking to Journalists. i in Stras- 
bourg, the .Farm Commissioner, 
Franz Fischler, said;“The ball is still 
in the British court" . 

. Mr Fischler later told meınbers of 


braced the. reported offer of talks 
fram Mr Major's Eurosceptic ex. 
colleague, John Redwood, saying: 
“If they want to conte and talk. to 
me, mı happy to talk.”. 

But asked if he would drop his 
threat to run candidates against 
sitting MPs, as, Mr Redwood hopes, 
Sir James replied: "I will listen to his 
poiat of view and reject it.” 

With Tory MPs braced for more 
pressure on the Cabinet from both 
sides of the party, there was specu- 
lation that bad results in the local 
elections on May 2 will renew talk of 
Mr Major standing down. 

The most exotic manifestation of 
subtle pressure from the right wing 
came in the shape of claims that Mr 


Tiers of joy. 


RATES 
3,235 


Cuent ulctesl Rates (vatiable) Gross pat. 


ا 


|___csoo-casodo | LQ YOU 


RET ET E 000 ~ LJ9, 999 
£100,000 - (249,999 


E EEN ET 


send me detalls of the Woolwich 


Please 


Guernsey Sierling International Gross Account. 


Mr/Mrss/MiIss/Mis 


Reluim to: Woglwteh Giemsey Lilniied, FO Roy al 1 
4 La » Tonnelle ‘House, Les ROG St Peter Berl: : 
e GYI 30W. ا‎ i 1 
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offered excellent rates of imerest in all these ters. 
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Buitg Shoity 


jverament i 
. of “a Soqaisient r record of appease- 


Sir James, who has pledged £20 
million of his own money to fotce a 


„referendum on “who governs Britain 


— Westminster or Brussels", used a 
Sunday TV interview .[ ongthan 
Dirıhleby to accuse the 


ment” towards the European Union, 
But with Mr Major reportedly. 


. haying called the EU hierarchy "a 


bunch of shits", some Tories saw Sir 


.Jjames's tone as covering a discreet 


rétreat from earlier demands for a 


referendum on the 1991 Maastricht 
, treaty, rather than on the single cur- 
,renCy işsue as the Cabinet has now: 


promised. 
During a combative and flamboy- 


: Î ant performance, the financjer em- 


Mlohsel White 


OHN MAJOR this week faced 
frésh pressure from the Con- 
gervative right wing after the 
pilllonalre buginessnıan, Sir James 
Goldsmith, made plain he would not 
withdraw his threatened Referendum: 
Party challenge. Backbench Eu 
rosceptics stepped up demands that 
the Cabinet take a tougher line over 
the European ban on British beef. 
Some of the ideas being mooted 
included a retaliatory ban on Euro- 
pean imports, but on Monday the 
Deputy, .Prime Minister, Michael 
Heseltine, insisted tlıe Government 


' | was not oni the brink of launching a! 
, | trade war with Europe. 


Howard was wrong to reject 
asylum pleas, judges rule 


recent evidence that Tamil youths 
were being persecuted in Colombo. 

The judge said the Home Secre- 
tary had wrongly rejected those ap- 
plications on the grounds that the 
source of the alleged persecution 
had not altered, but intensified — 
and that was not sufficient to corısti- 
tute a new asylum claim. Ordering 
him to reconsicler both cases, the 
judge said he had applied the wrong 
test. 

Hours later. another judge cast 
doubt on Belgium's status as a safe 
third country, and granted orders lo 
five applicants quashing decisions 
by immigration appeal adjudicators. 

It had been government policy 
that any asylum claimant who had 
been in Belgium before the UK 
should be returned to Belgium on 
the basis that it would be safe and 
reasonable to claim asylum there. 

But Mr Justice Hidden, consider- 
ing the case of three Turkish Kurds, 
a refugee Iron Togo atıd an Iraqi, 
said he was unable to agree with Mr 
Howard that Belgium was safe. 
There were “unresolved, conflicting 
opinions” over whether Belgium's 
eight-day time limit for asylum 
claims could lead to refugees sent 


back from the UK being deported 


subsequently, 
‘The Home Office has indicated 


that there will be no appeal against 


the ruling in the Tamil case, 


® The High Court is to rule next. 
week on whether the Home Secre-: 


tary abused his. powers when he 


punished the schoolboy killers of: 


James Bulger with detention for at 
least 15 years. 

Judgment was reserved e a 
threeday hearing. 


` | Barble Dutter 


HE Home Secretary wrongly 

rejected a clutch of asylum appli- 
catlons, two High Courl judges 
ruled last week. 

The latest in a series of embar- 
rassing court rebukes for Michael 
Howard came days after the Gov- 
ernmenl's climbdown ouver the 
deportation of the Saudi «tissident 
Mohaınıned al-Mag'ari (see page 11). 

Lawyers sail the latest rulings 
could have imporlant implications 
for hundrexls of asylum seekers. 

In the first case, a judge ruled 
that Mr Howard had applied the 
wrong legal test in refusing to Con- 
sider renewed applications male by 
two Sri Lankan Tamils, who fled to 
the UK in 1993 after repeated tor- 
ture in their homeland. 

Mr Justice Dyson described how 
Îyathurai Sandralingam and Senathi- 
rajah Ravichandran, both aged 26, 
had been arrested and toriured by 
Sri Lankan security forces fighting 
Tamil Tiger separatists. 

Their applications for asylum, on 
the basis that they had well-founded 
fears of persecution in their home- 
land, were first refused in August 
1993, and subsequent appeals were 
rejected onthe grounds that those 
who supported the Tigers, a terror, 
ist organisation, were not entitled to ' 
the protection of the UN Converr. 
ا‎ e alû a 1 

could 8 e returned to 
Colombo, | 


Bûth men lost further appeals toi 
the House of Lords, But in February ' ا‎ 
this year, as they faced deportation, ! 
they made fresh applicatons for 


„| eave to enter. the UK Kin the light | 


| Lovesick parrdt takes flight 


: : Over the next threé weeks the 


attack of lovesickness wher 8 
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„| Ria mate Gemma was stolen. ,. 
,| fia Gatwick Zoo, 
Year-old Soith Amê 


for her, bût Was, 
e ل‎ 


| Davia Pailleter 
: BRUCE the parrot had an, 
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Blanket is drawn 
over UK poverty 


seven when the Tories ok office. 


The Copenhagen summit, In . 8 


City reps’, plokaréd E 1n Glo beeome acommon leht i in town centres 


‘Have a nice day’ plan for urban regeneration! 


been helping peoplc with 
directions, doing first aid, 
reporting faults and enjoying ita 
lut. There's been everything = 
people collapsing, falling and 
cutting; their hends, none 
We have helped cnlm people 
down. It is a good #ervice." 
Caroline Durkan, senior pre 
ject exeeutive with Glasgow 
Developinenl Agency, said the 
day may corne when ataff weaf 
sponsors’ logos on uniforms. 


The Glasgow experiment, 
including EU funds for training 
and development, involves 28 
“reps” — 16 on patrol, helping 
the public, greeting foreign 
tourists in thelr own language, 
and alerting the council or police 
to maintenance and sccurily 
problems; and 12 “clean-up 
staff’, removing fly-posters ind 
graffiti und keeping sips clean. 

Linda Thompson, a former 
shop manager, said: “I have 


Mawhinney on the attack 


of smeary question by Tor 

programme presenters whlch % 

annoys people wlio listen lo Lhis P0 
Franune up int down the comes 

Labour's Joln Prescott ti 

him for "blurting oul what is real 

Ihougghl by mont Tory MPSS 

oni — dump fhe ااا‎ 


Mi 

The ‘ory local elecllon capa; 
is busetl on 1 tlie: familiar thenue Û, 
‘fury tauntils conl taxpayers lf 
Bul Labour's environment spok® 
mun, Frank Dobson, relledl on 
fornı of comparisun of tê 

basetl on Antlil Commlssjon fg) 

10 show Labour was nore ۴ 

His analysis of the avenge of 
council lax flguren (or; 
showecl Liberal Democratrut 
cils cont most, charging an ا‎ 
£567 in council tax, Torycont 
councils cost an average £536 
cluding Westmloie o: and 
ones the least on £51: 

Dr Mawhinney was اا‎ 
second blunder when he. 
the Tories' . “good qews: | 
newspaper Look, adds Sue 

A successful small 
. prqfiled in the paper ie 
wouid probably vote e 
next election... 

Then 


‘that. while she did, 

i tested grant for her; n 

i Royal Ballet School, 

|cle fallecl to mention tN 
‘ents. hal hal .to fundhef: 


HE Conservative partly chairman 

Brian Mawhinney last wevk 
effeclively sabotaged Ihe lunch of 
his party's local election campnign 
when he macle a furlous allivk cr 
the meclia for allegeclly conducting it 
“dunp the Prine Minister ciun- 
pnign”, writes Patrick Wintour. 

Dr Mawhinncy's tiracle aguiusl 
the BICS flagship radio pro- 
granıne Toclay (lelightedl Labour 
antl raised fresh doubts nbout his 
judgment. 

Dr Mawhinncy ceruptel when 
inlerviewer Sue MacGregor rt 
minded him that in 1990 the Tories 
had "got rid of" both the poll tax ancl 
Margaret Thatcher, and suggestecl 
the parly would have to do some- 
thing equally dramatic to avoitl 
losing more council scata. He ex- 
ploded: “Let's stay in the real worlcl, 
can we? What you have just sug- 
gested to me in front of the nation is 
that we should dump the Prime 
Minister .. . Ifyou think I'nı annoyed 
with you it is because it is that kind 


HEY are tourist guides, firat- 

aidera and general trouble- 
shooters, and they will soon be 
common sighta in Britain’a 
cities, turites Jamea Melkle, 

lasgow’s uniformed “city 
centre reps”, hired from the 
unemployment registers, and 
Dutch “city guard” schemes, 
training young jobless people to 
help visitora feel safer, are being 
studied by both Government and 
Opposition parties. 


IRA bomb 
dents hope 


Barble Dutter and 
Patrlck Wintour 


N EXPLOSION ripped through 

an empty building in a wealthy 
part of south-west London last 
week, throwing fresll doubt on 
hopes that a new IRA ceasefire can 
be brokered in advance of all-pariy 
talks on Northern Ireland. 

Occupants of the street, where 
houses cost millions of pounds, in- 
clude diplomats and menıbers of 
Arab royal families. The bomb came 
on the eve of the Commons second 
reading’ of tlıe Governtnent’s bill in- 
troducing elections on May 30 to a 
110-atrong Northern Ireland forum, 
ahead of alkparty talks scheduled 
for june 10. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the North- 
ern [Ireland Secretary, had hoped 
the clear separation of the forum 
from the alkparty talks, coupled 


with a get date for talks, would meet ` 


Sinn Fein demands, encourage a 
fresh IRA ceasefire and ensure Sinn 
س ای اوا‎ in elections. 


ward O'Brien, who blew hinr: | ® 


HT ` | 'next thrge years. 


self up on a bus İn central London in 


February, was an experlenced and |, 
. committed terrorist who: had bêen i. 


planning a mainland bombing cam- 


paign throughout the period of the 


ceasefire, an inquest was told last 
week, EE 

Detective superintendent William 
Emerton said O'Brien was probably 
responsible for the bomb placectin.a 
telephone box in the West End of 
London three days before the blast. 
It.had been placed in a holdall simi- 


March 1995, was attended by 
Whitehall officials and ‘Lady 


Chalker, Minister for Overseas De- | 


, velopment, who signed a joint decla 
ration and programme of action on 
Britain's behalf. This commits coun- 
tries to enact national plans to “es- 
tablish . . . strategies and affordable 
time-bound goals and targets for the 


: substantial reduction of overall 


poverty and the eradication of ab- 
solute poverty”, 

Mr Lilley's response has come 
after a codlilon of 18 antpoverty 
groups supporting the UN year, 
incluking Oxfam, Save the Children 
arid the Low Pay Unit, inquired how 
Britain was fulfilling its commit- 
ment, 

Paul Goggins, national co-ordina- 
tor of Church Action on Poverty, 
who chairs the anti-poverty coali- 
tion, said: “The programme re- 
quires countries to put in place a 
plan of poverty eradication. They 
must have known what they were 
signing up to." 

The poliical career of John 
Moore, the once upwardly-mobile 
social security secretary, went into 
terminal decline when he claimed 
Britain's economic success had put 
arı end to absolute poverty. The 
Duke of Edinburgh provoked a 
storm when he asserted: “Poverty is 
no longer absolute. It has become 
relative," 

Peter Lilley, who holds the portfo- 
lio seven years after Mr Moore, 
must know the dangers of pro- 
nouncing that, contrary to the 
adage, the poor are ııot always with 
us. But he clearly believes it. 

In his response to the inquiry 
from the anti-poverty coalition, Mr 
Lilley is only prepared to acknowl- 
edge a problem of “low income”, 
wlich he links to unemployment. 


Poverty: The Facts, CPAG, 1-6 Bath 
Street, London EC1V 9PY, £7.95 


David Brindle . 


j INISTERS are reneging on 
a commitment to ciraw up 

measures to tackle poverty 
im Britain because they say such ac- 


: tiûn is needéd only in Third World 


countries. 

‘The move will inflame coritro- 
versy over the extent of poverfy in 
the UK It will be seen as a snub to 


. thé United Nations, which has de- 


clared 1996 the international year 
for the eradication of poverty. 

Peter Lilley, the Social Security 
Secretary, las told welfare cam- 
paigners that the Government will 
not be introflucing a national 
poverly eraclication plan as agreedl 


. by counties including Britain at last 
` yeaı"s UN summit on social develop- 


ment im Copenhagen. He interprets 
government figures to support his 
contention that Britain is not 
poverty-stricken. 

In a letter on behalf of the Prime 
Minister, Mr Lilley says: “Jt is our 
view that the recommendations .. . 
principally relate to the needs of 
underdeveloped countries, which 
need to harness their economies to 
achieve basic goals such as the pro- 
vision of clean water and adequate 
food supplies. The UK [already has 
the infrasiructure and social protec- 
tion systems to prevent poverty and 
maintain living standards." 

A Foreign Office spokesman con- 
firmed that John Major had replied 
in similnr vein to Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, the UN Secretary-General, 

who hadl asked what Britain was 


doing. 

The cold shoulder to the UN 
emerged As a report claimed 
poverty is growing faster in Britain 
than in most of Europe, The report, 
published by the Child Poverty Ac- 
tion Group, says one in three chil 
dren is growing up İn poverly. In 
1979, the figure was one in 10, One 
in four of all people is Tiving in 
poverty, compared with one in 


Labour agrees manifesto 
will be put to union ballot 


tary, John Edmonds, was instru- 
mental in persuading his fellow 
union leaders that the best response 
to Mr ‘Blair'ş membership-only 
ballot move was to co-ordinate 


urıions' ballots. It now seems all the 


big unions — the Transport and 
General Workers Union, Unison, 
the GMB, the Communication 
Workers Union and the AEEU — 
will hold ballots of all their political 
levy payers on the manifesto. 
® Labour leftwingers denounced 
the prospect that the party's review 
on post-16 education might end 
child henefit payments to older 
teenagera as a recipe for “driving 
many more families into poverty”, 
„ Gordon Brown, . Labour's tren- 
sury spokesman, ınade a speech at 
the weekend intending to signal a 
new approach to keeping poorer 
teenagers in education and extend- 
ing opportunities for school drop- 
outs via individual learning accounts. 
But leftwing MPs Ken Living- 
stone and Diane Abbott claimed 
that child benefit paid to 1 million 


familles for older teenagers makes 
the. difference. between keeping . 
„f lar to one found in O'Brien's flat. . 


. children in school or not. 


Patrick Wintour 


EADERS of the big unions and 

the Labour leadership on Mon- 
day agreed a deal which wiil let the 
unions have a say in drawing up the 
party's manifesto, 

The deal, which allows the unions 
ta hold their own ballot, will help 
defuse the row which followed Tony 
Blair's decision to ballot the party's 
entire nembership. 

It was agreed at a meeting st 
Congress House between Mr Blair, 
the deputy leader John Prescott and 
a handful of senior urılon leaders, . 

The mave to ballot the 350,000 
membership would have been the 
first time that a key part of Labour 
policymakiig had excluded the 
uniors. The proposal had caused 
anger and anxiety with unions over 
: Mîr Blair's plans for union relations. 

agreement means that 
pre-election manlfesto, due 
to be published this summer, will be 
gut to a ballot of party and union 
` menıbers, probably the biggest pre- 
;election endorsement ever sought by 
;a Western political party. 
The GMB union's general secre- 
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Kallm Siddiqul leavea a vacuum 


Muslim affairs. Most believe the par- 
lament will survive, but in the bitter 


jockeying for position in the com- 


munity and in its relations with gov- 
ernment it could be marginalised. 
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Hardline British Muslim leader dies 


` British. born Muslim generation 
who had lost the traditional respect 
for British’ institutions and were 
deeply disillusioned with organisa- 
tions like the Commission for Racial 
Equality." 

The fear is that this constituency 
will turn to even more radical 
groups such as Hizb ut Tahrir and 
al-Muhajiroun Immigrants to ex- 
press their frustration. 

Dr Siddiqui’s death comes at a 
critical juncture for the Muslim Par- 
Tiament, which he founded in 1992 
as a focus for the deeply fragmented 
Islamic community, just as a new — 
more moderate — national body for 
Muslims is to be launched by Iqbal 
Sacranie, a Home Office adviser on 


lim nation and had to do his work 
here in exile." 

Radical Britiah Muslims could be 
further marginalised by his death, 

„| members of the community sald. 
Many expressed concern that Dr 
Siddiqui leaves behind no obvious 
successor to speak for the radical 
section of the Muslim community, 
increasingly frustrated by what they 
perceive to be widespread religious 
discrimination. 

"He articulated a strong Muslim 
identity in a British context, and he 
could reach the grassroots which 
nlore moderate figures couldn't do," 
said Fuad Nahdi, editor the Muslim 
weekly, Q News. 

“He spoke directly to a militant, 


hıe backed the Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
fatwa on Salman Rushdie and de- 
manded Britain chop off the hands 
ofthievea. 

The father of three died in South 
Africa, during a conference on his 
vision of a new Islamic civilisation. 
His speeches were broadcast to 
more than 300,000 people. 

Dr Siddiqui's associate, Dr Mo- 
hammed Ghyassuadin, said: “He 
represented the ‘internal ethos of 
millions of people all over the 
world.” 

Yaqub Zaki, a member of the 
Muslim Parliament, said: “It i8 a 
comınent on the sad state of the 
Muslim world today that such a 
man was not at the helm of a Mug- 
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| Government to close a legal loopr j: 


Madeleine Bunting 
and Barble Dutter 


UNDREDS of Muslims gath- 

ered on Sunday in an emo- 

tional open-air tribute to 
Britain's prominent hardline Mus- 
lim leader, Kalim Siddiqui. 

He was described by guest speak- 
ers, including Yusuf Islam, the for- 
mer pop star Cat Stevens, as “the 
leading Muslim of his generation" 
during passionate speeches at the 
two-hour service. 

The founder of the Muslim Parlia- 
ment in Great Britain died last week 
from 4a heart attack, He had under- 
gone bypass surgery last june. 

Dr Siddiqui achieved farne when 


Mas’ari can 
stay in Britain 


AUDI dissidents are poised to 
begin live radio and television 
broadcasls to Saudi Arabia from 
London from the beginning of next 
month, it eınerged last week as the 
Government's climbdown over the 
deportation ofl Mohaınmed ak 
Mas'ari appeared to have (lefused 
the crisis in British-Saudi relations, 
Mr Mas'ari was tulcl by tle Home 
Office lhat he would be allowed to 
live in Britain and cıınpaign aguiusl 


years, Last month, Ihe Gover 
ment's attempt Lo expel hiın la the 
Caribbean island of Dominica was 
werruled by the Clie Inımigration 


| Appeals Adjudicator. 


The decision to give the Islamist 


his fanıily live with hiın in 
Brilain means Mr Ma¥'ari has been 


ı name, immigration experts said. 
The Saudi authorilies appeared to 
accent that the Government hal 
made sufficient efforts to meet their 
demands for action aguinst their 
crilles it Lonclon, 
But Mr Mas’ari's rival Jslamist 
dissident and former righthand 
man, Sa'ad [nqilı, last week un- 
veiled a £150,000 hoıme-narle studio 


1 ıe Suudî regime tor at least four 


j dissident full rights lo travel and 


4 granted political asylum in all but 


[ Seumas Milne 
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In Brief 


T HE Dııke and Duchess af 
Yerk’s marriage ended when 
they were granted û clecrce nig] 
in the High Court. The duchess 
sacl that she arıd the duke wok 
remain the “bestest of frlends”, 
Queen at 70, page 12 


TO of the Tories’ longeat. 
standing arıd largest corpo 
rate donors — Rolls-Royce and 
Sun Alliance — bave axed thelr 
political contributions, 


T WO prostitutes who bought 
the first successful private 
prosecution for rape have been 
awardcd £5,000 each in 
compensation. Women’s groups 
criticised the size of the award 
for discriminating against then 
because of thelr profession, 


EACHERS at a Nottingham 
school have called for a 
atrike in prutest at the return i 
school of u boy aged 13 who they 
siy is violent and disruptive, 


ENIOR ministers are 1 

pressing for a denl to raise 
MPs" pay and pensions before 
thé summer recess A4 n WaY od 
retaining {he loyally of i key 
block of Tory backbenchers. 


URISTOPILER Robin Milne, 
vconfichımt of Winnie lhe Pooh 
amd son of the benr’s crealor, 
A A Milne, has died aged 75. 


UST SMAN Terence 

lowe was fined £15,000 
for snuggling aircraft and hell’ 
copler parts to [rim through his : 
company, British Llavereraft and 
Murine Consultants. 


A BOOK ly Christopher Bron 
wileh claims blnck people 
are lens intdligent than white 
wat willhclrnwn from pul 


MMA 'Thonıpson's lavish 


and battery of hi-tech broadcasting 
fquipmenl In a north London sul 


urbs which looks certain-to reignite | 


the Saudi royal family’s rage. 
is lo broadcast weekly. anti 


Saudi satellita propaganda to the:oil- j. 


rich kingdom from: the beginning of 
next month... 
Rumours that . Mr Mas'ari and: 
other Middle Eastern political exiles 
پا‎ planning to make samizdat: 

from Britain Jed. the - 


last .month which allowed 
sts to nor] European states 
without a licence, 
But Dr Faqih said that his group ۰ 
mde arrangements to keep 
thelr radio and television channels 


' broadcasts, They will. be car- 


, | Tied via the Internet to an unnamed - ji 


European country, from-where they ı| ٠ 
Will: be broadcast via satellite: to il. ; 


Arabia at a cost ûf around 
,000.a 


e year, 
: , Journalists .on the BBC's: Arabic: 
0 ا‎ been sent home,or: 


film version of Sense! 
Sensibility won {hre i Britlalt 
Acadeiny Awards, inclpdlnig bê 
acirenn. Nigol Hawthatrio WP . 
named best netor for hls rolel.: 
The Madness Of King 


IRLS lhınve overtake boy . 
G ih all suhjecta at GCSE ar 
the majority of teichierd arê 
women, but achools are still ® 
overwhcel by men, 
ing to studica by the Equal . 


T HE BIRMINGHAM Sli 0 
1991 ae 6 ra in prisûll 

16 years . 
the 1974 asar 


would not prevent the publication of 


"Ag: previous books ' 


ing at which Yuen How Choy was 
struck off. 

It also reveals tliat Mr Choy had 
not only been convicted of raping a 
former patient, and of giving a pa- 
tient a sedative in orcler lo have sex 
with her, but had been Investigatel 
over two other sex Incidents. 

Police sald that when inter- 
viewed, Mr Choy hal (lescribecî 
himself as “a randy little bugger”. 

‘The decision to restore Mr Choy 
to the nurses’ register lıas causecl 
uproar İn the profession. 

An RCN spokeswoman said: “We 
have a role as a trade union to pro- 
tect our members and make sure 
they have a fair hearing. But we 
also have a role as a professional 
body and there is a tension between 
these roles. 

“We judge every issue as it 
comes up and we believe now that 
Mr Choy should not have been rein- 
stated." 


erly monitored the increase outside 
the mainstream NHS. 1 think there 
was some sort of implicit view that 
the number of nurses was going to 
drop," Ms Hancock said, 

` The Department of Health said it 
“did not recognise the figures cited 
by the RCN", A spokeswoman said: 
“All the evidence we have is that the 
match between supply and demand 
for nurses is better than it has ever 
been, although we do recognise 
there are local difficulties in some 
specialist areas.” 
@ The RCN, which is seeking a judi- 
cial review of a decision to restore a 
convicted rapist to the nurses’ regis- 
ter, tried tb stop him being struck 
off in the first place, 

The RCN'’s apparently ambivalent 
stance, which it admits reflects the 
tensions of its dual role as trade 
union arıd professional association, 
emerged through scrutiny of the 
official transcript of the 1986 hear- 


There have been reports recently 
‘of' NHS trusts seeking to recruit 
overseas hurses to plug the 'gaps. 
Trusts have been’ spreading ' their 
nets as far afield as Finland, Canada 
and Australia, 

The nurses’ pay review body said 
in February that while it did not be- 
leve there was a' general problem, 
there were “slgns that more general 
shortages may emerge”, 

Ms Hancock sald forecasting was 
dogged by the Government's failure. 
to collect adequate statistics of 
nurse numbers. The RCN was plan- 
ning to set up its own workforce 


' planning model’ to predict the na- 


tional demand for qualified staff. - 

One key issue was that İn cutting 
sharply the number of training 
places, the Government had failed 
to account for steep increases in de- 
mand by private nursing homes and 
by family doctors, 

"The Government has not prop 
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Nursing faces an ‘acute shortage’ 


David Brindle 


OSPITALS are' heatling for 
an acute shortage of nurses 
because of a fall of a third 
over the next two years in numbers 
coming out of training, the Royal 
College’ of Nursing warned its an- 
nual congress in Bournemouth. 
Forecasts show that only 9,000 
qualified nurses will emerge from 
training in 1997/98 compared with 
14,000 In 1995/96, according to the 
college. In 1983, the: figure was 


Christine Hancock; RCN’ general 
secretary, claimed the Govern- 
ment's “head-in-the-sand” attitude to 
training had put health services on’ 
course for an acute recruitment 
crisis. 

She said that such a drastic fall in 
the number of registered nurses 
was a serious threat to the health 
service and the private sector. 


‘one atructure behind afler- 


warda. It will he ghastly." 

Lord St Jolin of Fnwaley, 
chairman of the Royal [ine Art 
Conımisslon, said the Ferris 
“will be highly unsullable” for a 
central Thames site, ancl should 
he bullt in n developınent nren. 

If planning permission i4 
granted by 1ambeth council, ihe 


i| wheel will go tip on the South 


Bank, in Jubilee Gardens, 


2 between Westnilnster and 


Hungerford bldgcs. Con- 
struction should be completed 
by the sumimer'of of 1998. 


and commercial investora — and 
it will be taken down after five 
ycats. 

However, thege assurancea, 
and even the enthuslasm of 
architects such as Sir Norman 
Foster and Sir Richard Rogers 
for thla millennial jere d'asprlt, 
have not enamourcd the project 
to Sir Roy Strong, forırier direc- 
tor of the Victoria and Albert , 
Museum. 

„He said; “It will be an exten- 


` sion of those awful garden feati- 
.vals:that have to do with.urban 


RITICS have rounded on 

the 500ft-high Ferris wheel, 
proposed for the millenilumn 
celebrations in London, as 
ghastly and frivolous, torites 
John Cunningham. 

While there is no disguising 
its mammoth size, backers of the 
£9 nılflllon Ferris arc stressing 
its minimal requirements.’ ' 

In ellver and white, it wilt . 
hardly be arı eyesore, the tldal ' 
Thames will generate half the 
power İt needs, no public funds 


or lottery money ls involved — .!. 
backing will come from sponsors regeneration, They usually leave 


‘Depressing shock’ as spy wins royalties fight 


Iraq affair, Sir Richard criticised the 
Government: for,excessive secrecy, 
“The duty imposed by the law 


originally secret ‘information that 
had already become public knowl- 
edge,” Sir Richard’ said. The Gov- 
ernment had conceded that Blake 
had not breached his duty of confi- 


dencè gincê iı through | his spying 


activities ã8 Wella 


commuilarit -“Whêtl ' capt 
North Ko 


weré'èxécuted ûf ailê 1a8 a result of. 


hls spying. 


ılOrı 


civil servants, armed forces person; 
nel, and members of the intel 
gence ‘services: r 

“A duty to refrain from disçlosing 
information that at the time' of; 
disclosure is neither, secret 
confidential is not, in my judgment, 
necessary. in a democratic society in ! 
the interests of national security," ; 


' gall ‘Sir '‘Richatd in ã judgment 


.which raises further questions about | 


the competence of the. . Attorney ; 


General, Sir Niçhalas Lyell. 

Blake wrote his autobiography, 
No Other Choice, in 1990, 34 years 
after escaping : from : Wormwood 


Scrubs prison in west London. Şir ` 


at. advances : 


. Nicholas claimed ' th, 


agreed with. his publisher; Jonathan : 
Cape; must be .„handed-over to the: 


Govérhmenf. . 
In.a passage echoing a central ' 


theme in his report into the armasio- 


Rlchard Norton-Taylor 


HE Government : suffered a 
. humiliating defeat in the High 

Court last week when Sir Richard 
Scott dismissed ita attempt to seize 
£90,000 owed to George Blake, the 
Soviet agent, for his memoirs, , 

Sir Richard ruled that the Gov- 
ernment’s claim. that Blake —~ who 
lives in Moscow — could not gain 
financially from writing anything 
about his work as a şpy amounted to 

“an interference with his Hights of 
free expression”, 

.. His .. Judgment. described . by 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime’ Minister, as a “depressing 
shock", demolished what. in effect 
was 4 backdoor attempt to bolster 
officlal secrecy by éxtenidinig Crown, 
copyright to cover anything. pub- 
lished without authority by former 


Maverick 
lawyer lays 
down law 


Clare Dyer 


HE MAVERICK president of 
the Law Sociely confirmecl his 
reputation as "the cleepest of reiit- 
tionaries" whert he {ried lu convince 
an audience of 300 women barris- 
ıers and solicitors (hal walots hal 
ınarle men viclinıs of discrimination. 
Martin Mears, who lruuncet lhe 
suciely's official canclidate ast July, 
denitd ùl a conference caller 
Changing the Culture {hal women 
suffered any disadvantages in the 
legal profession, The conference, at 
lhe Law Society in Londonı, was the 
second in a series designed to iden- 
tify and rectify problems , lacing 
wonien. 

Mr Mears met a stony silence as 
he launched his latest diatribe. He 
sall it was “a nonsense and a fic- 
tion” that wornen suffered prejudice 
in the public or quasi public sector, 
and it was men who were discrimi- 
nated against. 

‘The leader of the 70,000 solicitors 
in England and Wales castigated 
“discrimination zealots who (hrive 
on grievances and heresy-hunling 
and use minorities as raw material 
for their whinge factories”. 

He said the gap between the pro- 
portion of women and men achiev- 
ing partnership at the expected 
time — 54 per cent of women and 79 
per cent of men reach partnership 


`Î within 10 to 19 years of qualifying — 


could be largely explained by 


.| women's career breaks to raise 
.| familles. 


In nearly all the circles in'which 
he mixed, “feminism is the ortho- 
doxy, ahd İt is ã bold heretic who 
challenges any of its doctrines”, 

He wanted to confirm his reac- 
tionary reputation by saying that 
male warders had 1o place in a fe- 
male prison or female warders in a 
male prişon. And the “taboo” 


.| against female combat soldlets, 
‘f which the Defence Secretary was 


said to be thinking of abolishing, 
should be rejnforced. 


Bars chairman, David 


i Penry-Davey QC, was applauded as 


he departed from his speech to tell 
Mr Mears: “I believe there are prob- 


lems, and: that the presence of 80: 


` many people at. this conference is 
some indication of the reality.” 


ا یھ وک چ 


a o. < mse.‏ 2 3ح 


_ ت 


12 COMMENT TES COMMENT 13 
War crimes, Mother of misfortune 


Continued Irom page 13 head of state but can be disastrous 
" 
nothing less simon Hoggart reflecis 


The most heavily cocled criticism | for a mother, U N d f h le de 
wns received with astonished out- By all accounts the relationship nee S a res a F۳ 
ILLING CIVILIANS is a barbaric act, whether E 


rage. When writers such as Mal | with Charles is even more distant 
at a UN base in south Lebanon or outside a House of Windsor on the 


colm Muggeridge and John Grigg Î now, The two courts have long been . FEE 7 ١ a 2 
suggested that she might draw her | bitter rivals. One of his aides re- | Victoria Brittain his life (except for one uncharacter- | virtııally destroyed by his policies. 

Cairo hotel. Last week's attack by militant gunmen 0 : 

in which 17 Greek tourists and an Egyptian were Queen's 70th birthday 


j : 8 : : 
staff from a wider social circle, they | cently recalled how almosl every Madeleine Alright, he hig ا‎ E 
were physically attacked. .„_ | time they asked to ııse the Royal FTER a month in which war | educated, multilingual 74-year-ald | political bridge-building gave the 
Yet, clespite this O mots shift | Train, some engagement for the has plunged the civilian pop- | suits the Security Council and is the | country a chance of peace which 

killed, was promplly labelled a massacre. ‘The in public E E Queen would be lumped up by her ulation of two countries — | orldson favourite, was shattered by a US military oper- 

same word applies to the slaughter inflicted by almost 0 E ا‎ tt. E 0 prevent them. Lebanon and Liberia —into the mis But something unusual is hap- | ation backed by the UN. in Western 

Iernefi shells on the Lebanese civilians sheltering gee ي‎ 1 Be ا‎ e e this matter? All parents | eries of death, displacement anl pening. A groundswell uf support | Sahara he has allowed the King of 

in the village of Qana. Yes, tbe gunmen intended to wlio 0 و ا 5 دار کا‎ Cihe, some af thenı terri- hunger, while the United Nations for Mrs Robinson has been sparked, | Morocco to stall iadefiritety a refer- 

{ll tourists (thinking they were Taruells rather ce ma E 5 0 a only hope that our chil | has displayed not one whit of moral Î in part, by an article in her favour in | entlum on self-determinalion, ancl 

than Greeks). And yes, the Taraell army did not in- astonishing to US tii al even a | (iren will forgive us. Bul in a sense, | leaclership, il is tine to say tlıat its | Nation, a US magazine. Photocopies | turned the UN's mission, MIN- 

tend to hit the base where the Lebıncse had taken 

refuge, but may have becn firing wildly, or in 

anger, after a Katyusha rocket wos apparently 

launched from ncarhy. But to undertake auch 


— and perhaps to another disaster. Discussion of 
nuclear and fissile materials security was even 
more perfunctory, out of deference to the election 
candidate whom the West pretends not to support. 
Boria Yeltsin's chances would indeed be preju- 
diced if opponeuts could accuse him of discussing 
Russia's “military secrets”. 

Russian critics have a point: this is not solely a 
former-Sovlet Union problem. The US has iis own 
concerns about the task of maintaining high confi- 
dence in an ageing stockpile. As Pugwasl'a 
founder Profcsaor Joscph Rotblat has urged, any 
serious international effort must tacklc the root 
qucslion: how tu climinate the nuclear weapons 
which create the fissile stocks. 

A compreheusive 1{est-ban trcaty (CTBT), to 
which Russia formally assented in Moscow, is a 
step forward. Yet this has been left on the agenda 
for so long that it may now be frustrated by Inclia 
and other nuclear-threshold countries, Even if it 


“TS rough beg a nonuirelisl 

these lay pecially in 1he wis k 

uf the Qu 
some uf us stil are moni 
Turer's iı myih love by 
the left, Hil if we could o 
the ruyal fınmily, Brilaiu 
, cohesive aul rosurrtrnl 
in. CHling the heel ult tl 


few years agO she assumed the pul- raising happy. well-balanced chil- | leader, Secretary-General Boutros | are circulating in the UN building, | URSO. inlo an open scandal. n An- 
lie would happily cuugh Up lar (he | dren is the crucial job for the head | Boutros(ibali, niust not get the sec- | where morale is al rock-bottom | gola he presse alead wilh UN 
rppairs to Windsor Castle. Jt bag- | of any royal family, far more impor- | und term of office he is secretly İ after a heavy close of job) culs, Even | supervision of an election in 192 
gles the miıı to think (hal she only | tant than operting hospitals ancl get- | campaiguing for. senior officials admil privately that | which w: 


e و ا‎ 5 2 j, in the upinion uf many 
recklens action, aa part of a campalyn which for | can be achieved, İt is not the passport to a non- | class systum would kill he whole e 0 3y taxes wheu tûld she Ws Pegs. oni 0 e UN r yT is in an un- | the secretary-general may be part of | observers, bound lo fail, and le sub- 
the paat (wo weeks has been designed to terrorlse | nuclear world. The nuclear powers have been con’ | creature, from Ihe grandest tlukes ep i public sector | precedente crisis of cash ancl cred- | Lhe organisation's problen. struently nıacle respevlablt a ter 


rt borrowing requirement. Little else | ibility. It will be bankrupt iı August In Britain, faxed copies of the Na j rorisl organisaliuıı which «lestroyed‏ ا 
rible the crisis of the Windsurs has | matters. without a change of policy by the | tion article were circulating well be- | the cuuntry's infrastructure aul‏ 
become? That ler heir has becumne Yes, Ruperl Murcloch and {hose j US, which owes $1,5 billion. The | fore ihe magnzine appeared on | killed hadf a million people in a new‏ 
a national joke? Tha! the failure of | who have crawled after hin are | only chance of saving il is the elec- | news-slancls. Senior menibers uf the | war. In Rwanda be could lave‏ 
Ihree out of the four’ marriages so | very largely to blame. Counlries | tion of a secretary-general of higlı | United Nations Association hacl al-‏ 
far contractecl by her children is a | such as the US, whose national syn- | nural stalure, with a record of fear- | reacly lobbied the Foreign Offlce to | a million peuple. ‘The less4tlhan-‏ 
swurce of despair? That they have | bols are inert oljects, may be luck- | less telling of unpopular truths, and | propose alternative names lo siraightforwarcl UN allempts to‏ 
swapped majesty for the status of | ier: there is no danger of the Statue | with the instincts of a democratic | Boutras-Ghali's, and were appalled | absolve him of responsibility, follow-‏ 


and punish the civilian population of south 
Lebanon, is ınorally indistingutahable. Somcthing 
like this was bound to happen: indecd the killing of 
nine civilians earHer in the day in a rocket attack 
on Nahatiyeh (they should not have been there, 
said Shimon Peres) was had enough. As in the 
canes of prevlous incidents, including the attack 
on an ambulance, it was both unjustified in mill- 


strained to conımit themselves — in lust year's 
renewal of the non-proliferatlon treaty — to the 
long-term goal of complete climination. But as a 
new report from the British American Security 
Information Council shows, they are busy devising 
new nuclear doctrines and weapons systems. 

For the farmer or child who stumblcs across one 
of the millions of land-mines sown by recent wars, 


tlown lo Hyacinth Buclivt. 

But it's absurd to Ilink tld the 
rayuls can be blame fur our prulı- 
lems. They go much deeper 1harı 
that. And the myth ignores the favt 
that some ûf ihe most successful 
countries in the world, cerınlries we 


checkvd lhe genocide which killel 


are supposed to admire for {heir international soap stars? of Liberty having her toes sucked litici : : 1 
۰ 7 0 : 1 politician, There is an obvious can- | to find that there were none, (Could ual 1 Rwand 
tary ا ا‎ a E e gl tn nea ا اا‎ 0 e aN j 7| There's no e for mp psycho. ou holiday. Buf, sadly, it was the | didate with those qualities and one | that have been because the other te nddile by AGEH Of a 
ments on the protection ana in times e Geneva la week on the chies: to explain the problems with | dysfunctional 1] fanily whi Fh TN! 8 0 
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relationships suffered by her off- | handed Murdoch his raw material. Robinson, President of Ireland. are also formidable women — Gro | he must be replaced. 
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only iu scale. Is there any reason not to regard 

these appalling incidents as plain crimes of war? 
The response from Israel was on the grudging 

lines of foreign minister Ebud Barak's comment 


tinker with the problem or tackle the root cause. 
No one pretends that de-mining the world would 
be any easier than de-nuclearisiug it. Yet opposi- 
tion is weakening as the tragic consequences of 
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favour of a global ban, Senior US generals, past 
and present, are agonising over the issue, Britain 
ia increasingly isolated in claiming that mines are 


quate response. But [Israel should realise that this 
Incident will do as much damage to its cause as 
the mortar shelling of the Sarajevo marketplace 
did to the Bosnian Serbs, Israel's nlliea can no 
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of grasping the moral dimension and of calculating 
the bencfit of long-term progress against short- 
term galn. It ia a tragedy that, whether entirely vol- 
untarily or under pressure from the army, he has 
allowed the quest for clectoral advantage — and 
the IMusory aim of compelling Syria to give ground 
— to aweep aside all other consideration. 

The polllical atmosphere of the Middle Eaat is 
notoriously changeable, Just wecks ago in Egypt 
the threat of militant violence was judged to be on 
the wane: the tourista were back aııd the capital 
calm. Yet this had been aclıieved without any at- 
tempt to offer a political solution to the funclamen- 
talist challenge. Thouannds of militants were jailed 
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The silence of 
the songbirds 


ARK, HARK, the lurk at heaven's yate sings, 
but these days it's getting harder to hear onc. 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and 
seven other leading conservalon bodies last week 
warned that 23 specics are now in the highest 
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sessed by Syria, and by every incoming Katyusha 
rocket, is to surrender to the opposition forces 
which Mr Peres seeka to defeat in the election. The 
war in Lebanon once again threatens to consume 
the peace. Mr Peres and hla cabinet must pause, 
clear their vision, and call an end, 


in this category. 

Pinning down the exact cause of decline ia not 
alwaya possible, but there are some obvlous sus- 
pects. Farming has hecome much more intensive, 
producing a tidier countryside which is lesa bird. 
friendly. Pesticides kill off Insecta and seed- 
producing weeda. The grey partidge’s chicks can 
no longer find the fat juicy insects which they need. 
Seed-seeking specles such as the buntings and 
finches suffer, Rotational cereal planting, with 
stubble flelda ploughed up instead of being left 
through the winter, creates a sterile environment, 
So does the continuing shrinkage of hedgerows, 
which deprives the Unnet and other species of safe 
nest-bullding sites. Villages and town suburbs are 
becoming zones of refuge for birds driven off the 
hasdle land. 

Most of these birds are not yet rare: the RSPB's 
„efficient monitoring system reckons there are still 
a miilion song-thrushes around. But 25 years ago 
there were 2 million and the pace of. decline is 
ptobably increasing. Nature — as we have seen iti 
the beef disaster — exacts a high price for 
tampered with. To confuae {ta enemies, the lark’ 
deacenda in gjlence for the last few metres. We 
ahall know how much we: bave. lost when it i sllênt 
all the way. 
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Papering over the 
nuclear cracks 


AVE WE stepped back from the rtıuclear 

precipice? The summit talka in Moscow barely 
grappled with the real igauea in spite of Bill 
Clinton's complacent claim. The Ukraine has fi- 
nally agreed to confirm the clqsure of Chernobyl 
ly 2000 — though there may be more haggling 
aver the price. But for all the talk of highest prlori- 
tes and shared objectivea, nothing was done to 
lessen the chance of a second Chernobyl else-. 
where. Instead of a vigorous international pro- 
gramme backed by compensation, this was left to 
“national efforts” and “peer review”, Upgrading 
rather than closing ia tbe easy path to agreement 
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Two weeks later, or March 30, la- 
raelî gunners killed two civilians in 
Yatta. Peres went on television to 
apologize, trying to tamp the crisis 
down. But Hezbollah fired a 
Katyusha barrage, and thousands of 
tourists canceled plans to spend the 
Passover holiday in the Galilec, 

The same month saw a failed car 
boınbing with 880 pounds of TNT, 
then a Hezbollah hang glider who 
almed for northern lsracl but gol 
tangled on a power line and blew up, 
and a successful suicicle atlack thal 
killecl anı Israeli officer in the zone. 

Through diplonıalic contacts in 
Tel Aviv and Washington, Peres 
askerl the ClimMun iıdminisiralion lo 
intercede with Syria to ston what he 
saw as a rapidly escalating crisis, 
Assacl, according to officials from 
hath countries, delivered nolhing. 

Neither Israel nor tle Vinited 
Salen, according to officials fron 
buth countries, wanted an explicit 
agreement in advance abouıl Uperit- 
tion Grapes of Wrath. Instead thuy 
had an unwrilen unclerstancdliug: 
When Peres slapped asking 
Christopher lo appeal lo Syria for 
calm, il woulrl mean lıe was prepar- 
ing fo sirike. 

“We did nol want te be criticizing 
Israel for responding tu iggressionn 
funded aud clirevled by ‘Tehran with 
he assent af Syriu" ù U.S. officiul 
anil. “We were nol going tu use thr 
ward 'reslrnint" in cir Contents, 
and we were guing lo give the ln 
rues some runing raunn,” 

Israel's securily establislnent 
harl been itching to step up the Tight 
for months. Lutbrani, a craggy (oı- 
mer intelligence officer was aclvis- 
ing Peres to “give then a walloping 
and say to hell with it," 


ERES is running a neck-and. 
neck race far reelection on 

May 29, and the swing vote 
was thought to be people torn he- 
tween the hope for peace with the 
Arab world and fear aboul Israel's 
security in the new Middle East. 
Peres, whose peace credentials 
were not in cloubt, was runniıg on 
this slogan: “A strong Israel with 
Perea." 

Most analysts agree that while 
Peres had something to gain from 
Operation Grapes of Wrath, he had 
more to lose if he failed to respond 
to Hezbollahı's escalation, 

“Even though I'm no greal sym- 
pathizer of Shimon Peres, I don't be- 
lieve he did this for the elections," 
sald Tel Aviv University strategist 
Dore Gold. “I think he wanted to 
hold the lid on the.pot until after the 
elections, for the simple reason that 
it's part of his election strategy to 
demonstrate his good ties to the 


. Arab world." 


‘The trigger.came April 8, when a 
16-year-old Lebanese boy was killed 
by a nıysterious , explosion in 
Barasheet, Israel described the tx- 
plosive as an old mine or shell; 
Hezbollah accusexl Israel of planting 
a bomb. On April 9, the guerrillas 
loosed the deadliest Katyusha bar- 
rage Into northern Israel in more 
than two years, inflicting-34.casual- 
tigs. Israeli television. anid still cam- 
.eras recorded the. scene when the ` 
deputy mayor's wife in IĞryat She- 


.mona' was pulled with’ critlcal .in- 


juries from her burning car. i ls. 
Tsreel's. diplomatic. channels ' to ‘Î 


' Washington fell.sllent. The Clinton 


adminiatration did nothing tointer- : 


ıyehe,. Two. days Inter, after quietly 
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Deafening atrike . . . An Jaracll soldier covers his care as a howitzer 


FHOTINSRAPH. EYAL WARSHAVSY 


Israel's technological advantages, 
wlıile consiclerable, lave not suf 
ficecl to silence tezbollal's sual! 
arms, rockets und bombs. [sritli 
electroni-warfare aircrall tısecl 
broad-band transmissions to (leto 
nate some of Hezbollal's radio-Irig- 
gered bombs for a while, but then 
Hezbollah learned to keep Lhe trig 
ger disarmecl until an aınbush was 
inıminent. Counterbattery radar al- 
lows the Israeli army to shoot at 
Katyusha launch points witlin sec- 
onds of an atiack, but Hezbollah 
now uses honıemade timers — typir 
cally involving a wristwatch and a 
ınotorcycle battery — so that, as 
U.N. spokesman Timor Goksel said, 
the fighter is “home watching televir 
slon" when the rocket is launched. 

Moreover, there is strong evi- 
dence that Hezbollah intelligence 
has penetrated Lahad'’s force. The 
guerrillas often seem to know 
where and when [sraeli and SLA pa- 
trols will come, arıd they especially 
like to strike qew units as they ro- 
tate Into the zone. 

Along with increasing casualties, 
a sense of imminent abandonment 
caused SLA morale to plunge. [s- 
raeltSyrian negotiations were mov- 
ing throughout 1995 and early this 
year toward a land-for-peace deal on 
the Golan Heights that was gener- 
ally expected here to include an Is- 
raeli withdrawal from . the security 
zone. “As far as the Israelis are con- 
cerned," sald, SLA . commander 
Lahad, “they are much more inter- 
ested in peace with Syria than in the 
future of Lebanon.” 1 

While their Washington talks 
continued, Assad and Peres both 
had reason to keep the intensity of 
the fighting below a boil, But when 
Peres . suspended. the .talks last 
month, after a serjes of terror bomb- 
ings by groups with leaders in Dame. 
ascus, Assad Jost his incentive to 
restrain Hezhollah,. And Peres, 


, when he considered .a new offen- 


sive, djd not have talks with Syria to 
protect, ee E e 
It was in this context that the war 


of'attritlon.began to heat up in mide . 


March, ,. During, an American-led . 
conference .... held, 


. antiterrorism 
| Mprch.13 in .the. Egyptian resort . 


'evpcuating children from: Israel's Î. 
. northernmost towns, : ı..Percê 


dinated offensive in years, 


Wrath 


.. town, of Sharm el Sheikh — a ınl}e- 
. stone, of Israeli-Arah cooperation — 
. Hezbollah launched lts largest coor, | launched : Operation ,: Grapes, rof; 


اھر 


fires at Hezbollah targets 


policy for many years, had another 
explanatioı: "This is nut a lennis 
nıaleh.” 

Israel sometimes apologizes in 
such cııses, And ocvasimally it an- 
nounces lhal am officer has been 
«tisciplined for careless fire. Accord- 
ing to U.N. officials, wlio log every 
exchange. Israel! also let several 
cases pass in which Hezbollah rock: 
eted northern Israel in what it said 
was retaliation for Lebanese civilian 
deaths. 

In July 1993, after the last major 
Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the 
United States brokered “under. 
standings" on the conduct of the 
guerrilla war. Negotiated by tele- 
phone by Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, in successive conver- 
sations with Syrian President Hafez 
Assad and the late Yitzhak Rabin, 
then the Israeli prime minister, the 
understandings remained oral and 
have never been fully deacribed in 
public. Their gist was that neither 
side would target civilians, but 
Hezbollah interpreted them to mean 
it could rocket northern Israel if Is- 
raeli fire harmed civilians in 
Lebanon. 

Hezbollah, since then, has grown 
far more proficient and aggressive 
as a military force. Iran acknowl 
edges its support for the group, 
which a senior Israeli intelligence 
officer estimated at $100 million a 
yeat. 

Hezbollah fighters have an arse- 
nal appropriate for their guerrilla 
war. Most of, their weapons can be 
carried by hang, and other need 
only a pickup truck to ntove, They 
use night-yision eqiipment, Sagger 
antitank missiles, heavy machine 
guns, 82mm and. 120mm mortars, 
and several variants of the Katyusha 


` rocket, Including 122mm models. 
` During the 1990s, Hezbollah has | 


launched moré attacks in the ‘secur . 
rity zone every year, and every year 


` killed more Işragli and SLA troops. 


Iu 1994, thê last year for which full 
data were ' available, Hezbollah 
killed 21 Israelis and 43 of Lahad's 
soldiers, compared with. 12 and 13 
two years before, Another 23 israeli 
soldiers died in 1995 and seven in 
the first quarter of thîs year, :.., . 

“Now its scary,” said Eyal Hasid, 


„an 18-yenr'old Israeli enlisted man qn 
. his way into Lebanort. “The Hezbol 


lahis getting better and better." 


Why Israel's Frustration Boiled Over 


Today that border strip is ruled 
by Antoine Lahad, 67, a pom- 
padoured Christlan claiming the 
rank of general who tends to make 
public appearances in double- 
breasted European suits. Lahad's 
2,400-strong South Lebanese Arnıy, 
equipped and paid by Israel and 
suppûrted by 1,000 Israeli troops, is 
the sole armed force in the security 
zone save for blue-helmeted United 
Nations (troops. The SLA and its 
Chıristian-dominated institutions 
cnnscript sokliers, collect taxes, 
supply utilities and run hospitals 
and south Lebanon's only jail, 

Hezbollah, founded 1s a shadowy 
terrorist group, has entered the 
mainstream of Lebanese polilics, 
Tadlay it hokls seats in parlinment 
aud runs a network of hospitals and 
schools, It has its own television and 
radio stations, whose broadcast an- 
tennac have been among Israel's 
targets in recent clays. And it has a 
military wing that long since look 
the lend in trying to expel Israel 
trom the security zone. 

Israel has said for many years 
that it harbors no territorial claitns 
on Lebanon all will gladly witlı- 
draw fram the occupiesl strip once 
assured thn the hortler region will 
nut be used for infillration ancl 
ıucket altacks, Many Lebanese, 
cven those unsympathetic fo 
Hezbollah's call for strict Islamic 
rule, regarcl armecl resistance as 
justified until Israel departs. 

"If he occupies parl of our coun- 
iry, it is not selfdefense,” Prine 
Minister Rafi Hariri told CNN last 
week, “So [Israel's] attack on 
Hezbollah and Hezbolluh's attack is 
in (nct a fight betweeıı a resistance 
and the occupation.” 

“Why caıı't the Americans under- 
stand?" Walid Jumblatt, a cabinet 
ıninister and political chieftain of 
Lebanon's Druze community, asked 
in an interview. “It's like Vietnanı.” 

One point of resemblance is the 
ferocity of the guerrilla war. Neither 
nlde takes prisoners, as Inbar ac- 
knowledged in another interview 
nearly a year ago, “When there are 
shortrange clashes, either we kill 
{hem or they run away,” Inbar said. 


EZBOLLAH sets lethal ant 
H bushes and deliberately 

bontbards civilian targets, 
both in nortlrern Israel and Israeli- 
controlled Lebanese tons such as 
Marjayoun, Israel — although offl- 
cials say it does not gim to do so — 
is so indiscriminate in İts use of fire- 
power that it has killed considerably 
more clvillans than Hezbollah, Each 
‘side describes its use of weapons as 


in danger of losing his 
grip in southern Lebanon, 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres responded with 
bombers and artillery, 
write Barton Gellman 
and John Lancaster 


N DIRT ROADS cut through 
ruggecl hills, overwciglıt ar- 
mored vehicles taxi [sraeli 

soldiers from base to sandbagged 
base. Bulked up with extra armor 
plates against missiles ancl roaclslde 
bornbs, the halftracks strain to pull 
tlıeir loacis and look like metaphars 
for an army bogged down in guer- 
rilla war: ımuscle-bouııd, clefensive, 
far less agile (hau its torrmentors in 
the orcharcls nearby. 

"They know the terrain better," 
sail a sergeant whose Golani 
brigade has lost seve snldiers this 
year lo the Shiite Muslim militia of 
Hezbollah, or Party of God. “It's 
their turf, so they have an advan- 
tage.” 

Israel's long Irustration here, in 
the southern Lebanon “security 
zone" (leclarecl in 1985, accounts In 
large measure for the outgoing 
howitzer [ire that has hnlfdrowncrl 
conversations for the last (wo weeks 
al this command post north of 
Metulla, Israel. Stalemated in a war 
of attrition on the ground, Isracl 
look to the alr on April 11, with 
bombers and long-range artillery. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
cast Operation Grapes of Wrath as 
an answer to Katyushn rockets 
lobbed by Hezbollah at Isracl's 
northern Galilee. Bul the story of 
how the offensive began appears to 
have aa much to do with events in- 

the 328 square miles of 

Lebanon that [srael rules with a 

Proxy militia called the South 

banese Army (SLA). 

are many explanations of 
why the violence burst out of Its 
confinement In the security zone: 

Hezbollah's growing boldness, 

Iran's strategic alms, Syria's Ire at a 

diploınatic freeze, [srael's electlon- 

Year ambitions and fears, Underly- 

Ing all of them was the Instability of 

€ security zone itself, where Israel 

i ا‎ ila grip. i 

n a rooftop briefing here tle 
other day, Brig. Gen. Giora Inbar, 
Israel's commander in the zone, did 
Tot even mentlon attacks on north- 
ern Israel when asked lo explain the 
outbreak of the war, 

‘We started this operation after 
the situation In southern Lebanon 
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HE Bundesbank ا‎ 8 

Tues to a record low İn an at. 
tempi lo boost {he recession-hlt 
H1 ConoIDy. Central hanks 
in Denmark, Belgium aud the 
Nutherlands followed suit. 


HE $21 biffion Nynex 

and Bell Alunlic merger 
came untler ullack by rivals 
MCI and AT&T, by’ calls for 
invesligidions from (he (Inited 
States Juslice Depurlment and | 
Federal Conmunicalons 
Commission. 


PPLE Computer posted a 

revcortl secorıd cıuarter loss of 
$740 million, with sales down 1§ 
per cent on lat year. Competitor 
IBM saw sales up 5.2 per cent. 


AMPAIGNERS for 

American haemophiliacs in 
fected with HIV from tainted | - 
blood have won « $6-10 million |" 
setllement from drug compa- 
nica, ur $ 100,000 per claimant. 


UROTUNNEI, the Channel 

Tunnel operator, reported a 
$1.3 billion loss, mostly in Inter- 
est charges. Its $12.6 billion 
debt in rising by $3 milllon a day. 
But co-chairman Sir Atnstair 
Morton pointed out thai the con’ 
pany hadl grabberl almost half the 
croas-Channel market in Its first ; 
year of operationH. 1 


U K unemployment felltolls ; 
lowent for five ycara, helped 
by the growth in part-time work, 
whiclt uceeunted far three out of 
four jobs taken up last winter 


HE Labour purty called fof | 

an independent inuıdit of | 
Treunsury books after a $48 bil 
Hon cleficit for lust year, $4.6 
bilfton above forecasts, 
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K electricity takeovers con" 

tinucd wilh a mergfer AP’ 
proach for National Power, the 
bigest gonerntor, by he 
American Southern Compal’ 
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which owns the Duly, Mell 
puld $30 nilion for a 20 Pr | 
tent stalke In the news broad’ ' i 
caster, FTN. | 
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Revolutlon in the head . . . Keynes changed the way 20th century 
economista think at the macro level 


tural" unemployment (reflecting 
outdated or no Honger conipciitivt 
products andl skills) to conlend 
wilh, Keynesian economics ducs 
not address this. Second, andl a re- 
lated point, the tracle-off between 
indation and unemployment has 
worsened through time, and this re- 
quires institutional remedies. Thircl, 
many countries, including the UK, 
have structural balance of paymenls 
prohleıns to contend with, ou which 
closeclecunomy Keynesian cco- 
nomics is silent. He would surely 
have been horrific laclay {0 wil- 
ness the counlrics of Turopv al- 
templing to lock (hemselves inlo i 
monetary straitjacket in lhe furın af 
a singgle currency when the rel Cut- 
ditions in each cconomy require 
quite different policies to maintiin 
full employment. 

Keynes hal a broad vision of tlie 
functioning of capitalist econoniies, 
rare nmuong economists toclay. For 
Keynes, economics was A Moral sei- 
eace to be usecl as 1 means 10 Ue’ 
cend of making the worll id nore 
civilised place in which lo live. 
Keynes's abiding legiwy will be lo 
have shown thal he free market 
cannot guariulee long-run ill rui- 
ment,’ which thervore vsfab- 
a role for he Stale in Ihe 
nomic affairs of the nalin. Û is 
true, as Keynes suid, bal “in he 
long rm we are all clea", burl 
Keynexian nodes of thinking ure 
still very much allye, and are is 
relevant today as they tvir wert. 
— The Observer 


In the early eighties, at the height 
of the recession, were the thour- 
sands who queued for jobs volun- 
tarily unemployed? When unem- 
ployment in the UK fell from 34 
million in 1986 to 1.6 million in 1990 
as a result of financial liberalisation 
and tax cuts, had the pearly 2 mil- 
lion who were absorbed into the 
system been voluntarily unemr 
ployed until then? The answer is 
clearly no, From the monelarist ex- 
periment of the early eighties to tlie 
fiasco of Britain's exit from the ex- 
charge rate mechanism in 1992, 
employment and unemployınent 
have respondel to the vicissilucles 
of monetary and fiscal policy ex- 
actly as ont would have predicted 
from a Keynesian model. The nu- 
tlons of continuous “market clear- 
ing" and no involuntary unemploy- 
ment were discredited in the 
eighties. They continue to be clis- 
credited today with unemployment 
in Britain at more than 2 million. 

A British monetarisl, Professor 
Patrick Minford, wlio had argued 
tlıat the nalural level of unemploy- 
ment in the UK was more than 3 mil 
lion, now concedes thal more (han a 
million of lhe currently unemployel 
are so involuntarily. Now Frictl- 
man's crude ımonelarism is clendl; 
lhe new classical macroeconomics 
is no longer fashionable, and tlhe 
ompirical eviclence seems lo be on 
the side of tlie Keynesianis. 

This is not to say, however, thal 
Keyuesianism is enough. In most 
economies there is growing “struc- 


only the governınent can rectify this 
through fiscal policy. 

Keynes's General Theory still 
provides the backbone of mavcro- 
economic theory in terms of the 
cuncepls il iMrotluced. Bul its Con 
clusions have conte under continual 
attack, particularly Irom across the 
Atlantic, where there is a grealer 
dlistrust of the role of government. 
The immediate classical response 
was to continue to argue that if 
wages and prices are flexible, unem- 
ployment will right itself, so that 
Keynesian involuntary uneınploy- 
meut must depend on rigid wages 
and prices. 

In the sixties, inflation began to 
rear its ugly head and Milton Fried- 
man launched his monetarist 
counter-revolution, the essence of 
which was to say that governments 
cannot spend their way out of unem- 
ployment without ever-accelerating 
inflation, the root cause of which is 
exceasive growth of the money 
supply. According to Friedman, 
economies will gravitate to a “nat- 
ural" rate of unemployment, deter- 
mined by real, nat monetary, forces. 

An even fiercer onslaught under 
the name of the new classical 
macroeconomics, led by Robert 
Lucas, followed in the seventies. 
This argued that Keynesian eco- 
nomics had outlived its usefulness 
because it coukl not explaln the 
combination of high unemployment 
and rising prices (or “stagfation”). 

There is a simple reply to each of 

these critiques. First, the possibilily 
of involuntary unemployment does 
not depend orı the rigidity of money 
wages and prices. The ability to 
hold money in liquid form creates 
great uncertainty for an economy, 
because, as Keynes put It so graphi- 
cally: “A decision not to have dinner 
today — does not necessitate a deci- 
sion to have dinner or to buy a pair 
of boots a week or a year hence or 
to consume any specified thing nt 
any specified date . . . It is not a sub- 
stitution of future consumption de- 
mand for present consumption 
demand — it is a net climinulion of 
such demand.” 

Second, both Fricdman's model 
of the nalural rale of unemploy- 
ment, and lucas's of the business 
cycle, deny the existence of involun- 
tary unemployment fron the outset. 
Both assume what neels to be 
proved: that markets do nol always 
"clear" on the basis of voluntary ex- 
change. 
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The return of 
Citizen Keynes 


Itis 50 years since John 
Maynard Keynes died. 
Tony Thirlwall says his 
work is as relevant as ever 


fiftieth anniversary of the 

death of John Maynard 
Keynes, the greatest economist of 
this century. and one of ihe very few 
social scientists to lend their name 
to a revolution iıı their discipline. He 
donıinated the economic stage and 
had the ear of politicians and prime 
ministers for nearly 30 years. 

Keynes lived fife to the full, not 
only as an economist and states- 
maf, but al8o as a journalist, 
banker, art collector, bibliophile, 
patron of the arts, and bursar of 
King's College, Cambridge. Part of 
the secret of his success was his 
ability to compartmentalise his af 
fairs; to concentrate on the task in 
hand, and then switch ofl. 

What Keynes did, against the 
background of depression in the 
thirties, waa to revolutionise the way 
economists think about the work- 
ings of the economy at the macro 
level. In particular, he showed how 
high unemployment can persist 
over long periods (orthodox theory 
predicted it to be a temporary phe- 
nomenon rectifialble by the free play 
of market forces). Throughout his 
Jife, Keynes campaigned for full em- 
ploynıent as the sie qua ron Of a 
civilised society. He never lived to 
see the golden age of full employ- 
ment tliat most industrialised 
economies enjoyed until the early 
seventies. Now, his vision has all but 
vanished, and European economies 
appear paralysed at rates of unem- 
ployment topping 10 per cent. 

Keynes's attack on the classical 
orthodoxy in his greatest work, The 
General Theory Of Employment, In- 
terest And Money (1936), contained 
two revolutionary propositlorıs. Tlie 
first was that the rate of interest is 
nol the price that balances saving 
and investment, so that a cleflcierıcy 
uf what economists call “aggregate 

demand” for gootls and labour is 
possible; and secorel, thal cutting 
wages will not necusearily create 
ınore joba, because less money in 
workers’ pockets means less pur- 
chasing power, Economies left lo 
their owa devices may get stuck in 
depression with heavy involuntary 
unemployment for. long periods; 


| AST WEEKEND marked the 


spending needs to be cul. Il wenl 
on to say: “The ballooning of public 
debt in industrial countries over ihe 
past two decades of relative worltl 
peace and prosperity is unprece- 
dented." . 

It called on industrial countries to 
work harder to balance thelr bud- 
gets, which it said have had the ef- 
fect of pushing ,up interest rates, 
damaging private investment. 

It suggested that tax increases 
would not be the main solution for 
budgets in the red, The pain would 
have to come from cuts in public 
services, although the IMF .recog- 
nised that this wpuld be politically 
sensitive in many countries, 
` There also would have to be size- 
able reforms to public spending 
schemes, , particularly health and 
pension provision, according to a 
special réport on the efféct of age- 
ing populations. 


global public spending cuts 


But they admitted that their fore-, 


enced more growth and falling 
unemployment — unlike countries 
with cutrencies linked to tle 
German uıark. 

For Germany itself growth is pro- 
jected at just 1 per cent this year be- 
fore recovering’ to 2.9 per cent in 
1997; in France thig year's 1.3 per 
cent should imprûve to 2.8 per cent. 

Despite the cauton over indus- 
trial countries, the IMF said that 
global growth would be buoyed up 
by the performance of emerging: 
markets, bringing the forecast for 
this year’s world GDP growth to 
4 per cent. 

It warned that even tlıe modest 
predictions for the industrialised 
countries were-ûnder thrëat from 
insufficiently tight fiscal control — 
the IMF's way of saying that public 


casts for growth last year had been 
much too optimistic, especially in 
western Europe and Narth Amer- 
ica. This was reflected in predic- 
tions for industrial countries this 
year and next year — 2 per cent and 
2.6 per cent respectively. The out- 
look for the Group of Seven indus- 
trialised nations was even less 
positive, with growth put at a meére 
1.9 per cent this year. 

The slowdown was not uniform, 
however, and IMF staff said that in 
cases such as the US it was wel- 
comed because of the potential 
build-up of inflationary pressures. 

It was less marked in some parta 
of Europe, notably Britain and Italy 
whose currencies had depreciated 
since 1992 and which had experi 


IMF calls for 


Sarah Ryle In Washington 


HE International Monetary 
Fund last week prescribed fiscal 
discipline which it insisted must be 
swallowed by leading economies 
unless they wanted to see growth 
slip back Irom already modest levels. 
Fears about the weakness of the 
dollar which were paramount at last 
year's round of IMF/World Bank 
sprirg meetings appear to have 
eased, pushing the drive to get bud- 
gets under control to the top of the 


agenda set by the World Econornic 


Outlook, 

The IMF's experts ruled out 
widespread and severe slowdown 
across the globe this year, insisting 
that global growth was set to pick 
up pace. 
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have had talks wih tle IMF in a cli- that left 300 dead. For several lays | lar new planning minister, Teodoro | at a beller time fo 

inate of great sincerity and respect,” | now, the spectre of a rerun of those | Pelkoff, to prepare public opinion for | crease of $1 per ei E Russia. More than four years 
Caldera said. “Multilateral financial | events las haunted the capital. the nanotıncement, In recent weeks Î million extra annual income for | after stepping down, tho urchl- 
organisations understand Venez- “I huye nothing happens, but it's j Petkoff, a former pro-Castroist ac- | Venezuela. Continuing privatisation | tect of perestrolka i5 »tll identi 
uela's concern to give priorily to (he | betler to take precautions,” says | tivist ancl founder of the Movement | and the opening ol oilfields to for- | fled with “economic chaos”, 
fight against „overly, and 1 think Û Maria Concepviûn, a retired beaut | Towards Socialisnt, travelled the | eign companies will also help to put | “uncompleted reforma" and 
Our cunıversalions will soon come to | cian shopping iı a Caracas super- | lenglh and breadth of the country (| the economy back on an even keel, “the disintegration of the Sovlet 


i discontènts, many of them utterly | courtesy, ita husk, and Î didn't care | of Robinson's understanding of | cause it takes place un territury, | abridged anl, on occasion, its force- 
E: unforeseen, set in motion by separa- | about that. If Melissa hates me, T | human psychology that ever as | both physical and cultural, that I | fulness altenualedl; now this monur 
: „ton avd divorce; with the awkward | don't care if she's polite. Love is | these selfconfident women tell | have known all my life. Bul Robin- | ınemal work has becu re (٤ 
‘nea of' men and‘women well past | what I want from Melissa, and, 1 j themselves that they must not ask | son's stories aren't merely about | from tht besl Dutch etition, will 
the courting age but shoved back | won't ask for it. Asking for love is | for love or interfere in thelr friehds' | tight-lippetl WASPS testing thie inner | some attention {o a German 
into it by marital dislocation; with | the saddest question in the world, İ lives, we can hear the doubts rever- | edges of social (lefiance; they're | tion approve by tlie author. Firsl 
the pawerful yet (ragile tles between. Î and if you have tû ask, the answer is | berating: not merely because had | about real people in a real world, published in 1919, the bouk itself 


atore, But things are different in 


who is adept at revealing the inner | wants his readers to recognize the | meaning people from maintaining 
“importance of creating wealth." His | this path to collective progress. He 
gaze is fixed on the instrumental as- |j inveighs against shallow but popu- 
petts of culture that yield advances | lar therapeutic policies for‘ creating 
based on material development. | egalitarian group relations. There is 
What is important about cultures is | more important business to be at- 
that they developed a’ “role as vast | tended to than crusades for cultural 
accumulations of human capital" in | esteem, for cultural security, for 
a structured way. Human capital, for |j moral transformation, or for social 
Sowell, is more than education, ex- | engineering. ١ 


buyers and sellers both seeking to 1 ا‎ . 
outdo each other, the Chinese lave HE life of Howard Huge 
played such games skillfully." seems like a biblical parnble © 

Sowell tries to steer clear of his- j a talented man brought down by. 
torical determination by stressing | selfindulgence in tandem with ob 
how cultural capital has been uid, | scene wealth. This biography SUE 
cregled and re-created. He notes | gests that one of (he reasons fr 
that the Scots in the’ 19th century Î Hughes's flights of unreallly MY |. 
emerged from deep urıderdevelop- | have been the extent to which $0 | 
ment by launching a rapid accumu- | may people around him chose ® 


1 ever, they are left to thelr own de- Î of Borla Yeltsin), refused to 
Rémy Ourdan In Srebrenica : | Present in places where massacres | investigators, attempts had been Î vices once they start inspecting the | him, and | bosses of local 
رای اا الاک ی‎ 


1 occurred. made to "clean up” at least one mass | sites of executions or mass graves, | factories prevented Gorbachev 


remains a vivid and | A satisfactory conclusion." market, her irolley piled high with | orclıestrating a series of leaks that “Foreign investors are queuing | Union” — 
ERE 7 ZEEE ESSE E realable account of a Elie Hal he ld o e ا‎ e help him to “sell” | up," Caldera claimed in an Dremtt ê Apa a i E 
: 8 0 1 د‎ cial history of the remarkable Iman | obfuscate by fear's of creating invidll Û lif? — and Ihe perfecl bavi COCIDEOLWIN RC IME. WOR rows of anxlous consumers | lis adjustnıent plan. to whip up the confidence of his | briny back “Gren ° 
: Banking On Human Capital grant peoples he surveys but' the | ous distincllons. Unlike many histo- | resource for afmirers uf Ihe Name precondition for the reestnbligh- stockitys up un essentials “just in “Is like peritonitis,” he ex- | compatriots. But with uncertain 0 who ا‎ 
4 . : significance of “cultural capital," the | rians, Sowell Jocs not avoid making | Of ‘Fhe Rose, indleecl a key to that ا‎ of confidence in the interna- | case' have taken tle supermarket | plained. “The operation hurts, con- | times ahead Venezuelans seem to | war provokes irritation rather 
e ReadUsds `” | immigrants begins in the Middle | stock of human capital within collec- | blunt assessments of effectiveness, | wurk since Huizinga reprints lonal financial community, Such an | by storm. There are long queues of | valescence is difficult, but it's nuch Î have taken refuge in their favourite | than interest. The general fceling 
iu. ` | Ages; the story of Jewish immi- | tive cultures. As migrant peoples | Wor example, he ballly siules Hu | brlefly cllscusues the Latln “ub n would also enable Vene- | cars at filling stations because dir | worse to leave things as they are. | pastime, betting on the horses, | in St Petersburg, a city with a de- 
MIGRATIONS AND CULTURES grants begins with the Assyrian con- | have spread over the world, they j German Imımigranls “were widely | sunt" poem which gives the e obtain further crecdlils worth | vers are worried about possible vio- | Without economic adjustment, infla- Î which last week reached record | mocratic and progressive image, 
i AWorld View - ' °, Î quest of IBrael; the ' account of | have elevated themselves and invig- | known’ for thelr induslriousness, | ils tille. E lence. Sorne are also there just to | tion would have risen to 150 per | levels, is that he ls yesterday’ man, 
J By Thomas Sowell “ | Japanese inmigrants starts with the | orated their host societies by con- Î thrift, neantness, pmelunlity al rel j i uan Josê Marquez, at lhe wheel | get one last tankful of cheap petrol, | cent, (April 17) When Gorbachev turned up 
1 Basic Books, 516pp. $27.50 ` ` Î rise ofthe Tokugawa shoguns. centrating on creating wealth. ability in meeting {licir financlal | Howard Hughes: The Untold there at the end of March to 
. : : But Sowell is ultimately an econo- In making this point, Sowell takes | obligations.” He also observes, “In | Story, by Peter Harry Brown . . هَّ‎ launch hia election campaign, 
1: HIS VOLUME is like a gallery | mist. Unlike most historians of | a didactic stance. He warns against | societies where haggling and sharp | and Pat H. Broeske (Duttor, Searching fOr VICtIMS of the B alkan war secret until the last moment, so as | the city’s mayor, Anatoly 
أ‎ of portraits painted by a master’| American Immigrant groups, he ڼ‎ the distractions that keep well | practices have been the norm, with | $24.96}. د‎ : : to reduce the risk of attack. How- | Sobchak (e professed supporter 


1 
€ 
۷ qualities of his subjects. The sub- 
8 : 3 aul. 
' 8 os en. Monee, e e NVESTIGATORS working for Tribunal investigators take photo- | grave before their visit last week. Nor do they get any protection | from meeting workers. 
و‎ the International War Crimes | graphs and videos of each Jocation Observers are increasingly per- | wher they venture into areas whlch Later, n the town af Ivangorod 
۳ Tribunal in The Hague last week: | from every possible angle. When | plexed by the attitude of the multi- may have been laid with mines. on the Estonian border, 
completed their inspection of 16 | they inspect a mass grave, they | natlonal force FEFor, which ' has “The Americans want to avold | Gorbachev faced a:hoatile 
sites in the Srebrenica ‘region of | analyse the bones and fragments of | firmly refused to guard’ the pre- | any incidents with the Serbs,” says a | crowd. Since the break-up of the 
eastern Bosnia, ‘where Serb troops’ | clothes. They thrust steel rods into | sumed sites of mass graves, The | European officer, “Bill Clinton cant Î Soviet Union, Ivangorod has 
executed and buried Bosnian Muş- | the ground, then sniff thelr tips to | For commatider, Admiral Leighton | afford that kind of thing during the | been sliced in half by thé ` 


prominent national groups in the 

. world: the Japanese, Italians, Chi- 
Ir nese, Jews end Aslan Tntlians. The 
j economist Thomas Sowell has cre- 
3 ated these group portraits to show 
a that these peoples have: not: only 


"alale” 1 0 : 5 . 1 lims they had captured when taking | see if there is any smell of human: | Smitf, said the sites would be kept Î run-up to the presidenti i‏ ا 
mun to the presidential electip.” ' | Russlan-Estonian border,‏ | , ا 1 : ik been “state” nations but also emi- | pertise, or skill; it is a set of att | For Sowell, inmigratlon has been | lation of cultural capital. In | humor him. There Is the imaller, fF. q0 Captured when‏ 
grant nations, Looking into the inte '| tudes and values, “It was not the | a very competitive school that | 20th-century America, the assimila- | example, of Jane Russell's orea | . e e in July 1995. : d: e their investigations e en N a ;, Their next assignment will be car- | ` Gorbachev would Hike to dis-‏ 
Deis of evidence obtai ed to dl bod Jy detect | ried out İn May. Investigators wlll ' Î pel the feeling among Russians‏ ا pl rior cultural Hfe of the worldwide | specific skills brought from Japan | teaches lessons about how to be | tion of southern and eastern Euro | which, the authors iote, "were Bê | . Rad unal haş already charge‏ 
di communities they built, Sowell finds’) which produced the greatest eco’ | productive tû immigrant and native | peans' provided “ome of the most | considered stars in thels owf él, | : Mladia Karadzic and Ratko 2 7 St fu 0 Mh 2 a ad 7 E 0 use heavy equlpment to ‘exhume ` | ‘that he was resparialble for the '‏ 
E E Dodies from mass raves İn thè Sre- :' break-up of the USSR.and to pul‏ ا ا ا و | e» an explanation for thelr ability to | nomic: success for Japanese emi- | host alike. Cultural competition is a | dramatic examples of cultural | of Hughes's movie The Outlaw. in%.Î‏ 
CF succeed in foreign lands that is a re- | grants," he explains, “but their more | way of acquiring knowledge actoss | changes in a relatively short time.” | scene where Russell was strife | '. CS of the Bosnian Serbs, with | nessed massacres, a i e ase of one mas grave | brenica area, It will probably be im’ Î. himself forward as “the only‏ 
be freshing alternative to recent deplc- |. geheral ‘human capital in . work | group boundaries about what work | And i his examination of the fall of. | to free herself from bonds, Hugh | | reca ie, and “war crimes" İn cûn-’ | from survivors who, when mrss ex. | inspected by investigators, wwhére | possible to draw up an exhaustivelist, | .altérnative for hone wha want‏ 
Tat 2 9 owed e ia the | of those missing, a5 people trying to? | iglther the present rêgime-tior a‏ ا an tions of-collective human behavior | hablts, perseverance, ‘social cohe | and does not work to produce | the Roman Empire, Sowell shows | noticed that “the outline of he. ® e with the Srebrenica mas. | ecutions e‏ 
e ۳ 0 al ad been | escape: the enclave were sliot and. | revin to Bolshevik control’‏ 0 1 ا an predetermined by race, génder, | sion, and law-abiding patterns of Û wealth. He accepts the inevitability | hdw ‘cultura capital can be uncre- | was visible beneath her peê, | e ,_ | by other people's ly‏ 30 
national character, or “civilizations.” | fife.” He also cites the case of Italian | of unequal outcomes: As a result of | ated by circumstances as well, blouse,” Engineer that he Wa, ¢. 1 x perte inspected a warehouse in | managed lo e ;: egir A u eC I excavators. | buried In.countless different spots. .' Î ' His chasices of succesd ars .‏ 4د 
Sowell makes the case thet histor- | Îmtnigrants: “Too proud to’ take | competition, groupe wil be distib- | › This book demonstrates that the | déslgned a new kind of brat OF}. | grng ETE several hundred dis. | also rely on aatellte photazrapha | An Tar arokeaman sald its poslllon | The operation vil, however, hivê | slender, 4 St Petersbhur paper. .‏ ن 
scale wrotb recehtly: “The services ° | -‏ ا ا a8 ically “constructed” and flexible eul-'Î charity, they were riot too proud to | uted In the social order according to Î history of cultures is the history of | the ` problem, ` Russell  foued.f lf | Che e E e puhied by E of Jo alist lee o e es‏ 
ibn d by havê al ev rendered hla couiniry‏ ا i dle mass graves, ` :` | graves,-but they did guarantee the | Serb people, who a8‏ اا E Ld‏ د a tural patterns have actêd as the key Wear rage and to do the hardest and | their particular abilities to produce | thelr plasticity „and transferability. | “ridlculöus-looking,” but i buried in‏ 
n. influence ûn societies ir-every part:'| dirtiest work ‘spurned: by others.” | wealth: But hé argues that cultirdl | This lesson hasbeen taught by emi- | telî him so she wore hêr owt. |j i promised. thur elds, 1 be |. It is also their job’ to establish | lavestigators' safety, 7 . probigarda fo Pale ed Bl e erp been forgotten. And '| .‏ 
y of the world. Moreover, these! pat- | The primary ‘advantage derived | competition ls good'for'the so-called | grants of: mlaiiy “races who suc | with Kleefiéx between : treated em: they would : the Serbs.have been trying ‘The tribunal's seven investigators Î where thı arlord Belgride, . | he not yet been forgiven for‏ 
terns continued tû play’ a' shaping | from’ possêssioni of this’ type. of | losers, whose cultiral tralts aré sur | ceeded in differekit lande: It is one | bloisé, and Hughes waê’ nohê ê | decently. After the ‘fall’ of | whether the Serbs OnE | Go tl Dood E ia galors | where the warlords that ordlered the Î the mistakes he nade, Try again‏ 2 
role ii the. lives.of emigrants in the | hurian capital ts that it ls tranafer | perseded 7 dirtartled a | Dears rêleaaing Hi "a time ûf wiser Ti his last years, tiie ah If 10,000 E O o mer ad er: AEC ap py leah Ra re E Gor earn, Umê, Mikhall :‏ 
ergelevichl™ ' :‏ ا 2 hew communities they built in for-’| able tb apy setting.’ < < `` Î ; Evaluating the tompetition to cre’ Î escalating. xehophobia throughout Î believe, Huüghegs aides keft. lo f i8 much ing the | tlıe ares.‏ 
tigi lands. The chapter on German Î ` Sowell's true subject is not the so- | ate wealth is too serious'a' matter té | the world." ° " °‘ '° '“ f “ûrlggéll and pliable.” J evidence that Mladic was‘ ing to reporters accompanying the Î tle ares. Thelr movements ate kêpt (April 16) .. (Apr 12) .‏ 
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۱ At Bath, where he has been in 
3 charge since 1992, Vandelinde has 


1 0 been busy making chı 1 
L cy Hodges meets the ا‎ big question, if one accepts mer college 0 
American chief of Bath j€ American way, is how to fund a Bath was slaw to adopt modular Je- 


30 per cent participation rate in 
higher education, which is what the 

„has toclay. When Britain was 
putting only an élite 6 per cent 
through higher education in the 
0 cost was not an issue. Today 
itls, 

Professor Vandelinde, aged 53, iş 
careful to sound as positive as he 
can about his adopted country. But 
he's pretty amazed no one com- 
plained about the way higher educa- 
tion used to be funded — with so 
much being spent on s0 few, The 
challenge today is to find new ways 
to finance a larger systeın, one 
which includes the old polytechnics 
and many more students, 

And that means keeping the high 
quality of the British system where 
possible, particularly the close rela- 
tionship between students and lec- 
turers, but finding more cash 
through antipodean or US funding 
arrangements. The great merit of 
the Australian income-contingent 
loan repayments, whereby gradu- 
ates pay back the cost of their 
higher education in relation to in- 
come, is that it is fair, provides ac- 
cess and is easy to understand. By 
contrast, American funding of slu- 
dents is hideously complicated, a 
palchwork of schemes that lias 
evolved over the years, “But we 
should look at wlıat goes on in 
North America too,” Vandelinde ar- 
gues, 

Ag an American who was edu- 
cated by and taught in two of the 
most fite private universities, Van- 
delinde is a bit embarrassed about 
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INTERNATIONAL 
` CONFERENCES IN BRITAIN 
1996-2006 


There could well be a number of conferences due to 
take place in Britain in the next few years which would 
be of interest to your work or specific interest, but of 
which you are unaware, This is why British Tourist 
Authority has produced International. Conference in 
Britain 1996-2006 - a calendar of 600+ international 
conferences, with dates venues and contacts. This cal 
endar is available FREE OF CHARGE to overseas 


grees, but Vandelinde has pushed 
that development along. [a recent 
years the university has been build- 
İng its research base. 

On the administrative front he 
has introduced better keeping of fi- 
nancial records “so we know what 
different things cost", he says. 
There has been a gradual restruc- 
turing of the central administration, 
and a continuous watch on the qual- 
ity of teaching and research, “We 
have been quite aggressive in per- 
suadling people to take early retire- 
ment,” he says. 

The university is currently under- 
going a big physical redevelopment 
costing $75 million, which includes 
new sports facilities, as well as reno- 
vated halle of resldence and new 
buildings for the chemistry and 

chemical engineering deparlments. 
The money came from the National 
Lottery, the Higher Eclucation 
Funding Council and the private 
sector. Vandelinde thinks his job 
will increasingly be concerned with 
fund-raising. 

of which shows how far a‏ اھ 
British university hag gone down‏ 
the American raad. Will Vandelinde‏ 
stay in his adoptive country? No, he‏ 
says. “It wuuld not be in my inter-‏ 
ests or those of the university for‏ 
ne {o stay for ever." A cumnülterl‏ 
baseball fan, Yandelinde cexpecls lo‏ 
return to the United States one day,‏ 
but does not know wlıether thal will‏ 
be In two to three or five {o six‏ 
years time. When he feels honır-‏ 
sick he can watch CNN and major‏ 
league baseball on his satellite TV,‏ 
For now, he has a job to do in Bath,‏ 


University, who is Intent 
on US-insplired reform 


S HIGHER education in Britain 
suffering from galloping Ameri 
f canisation? The question, so vex- 
ing to 80 many who link rising 
student numbers with falling stan- 
dards, doesn't faze Professor David 
Vandelinde, the American vice- 
chancellor of Bath University, and 
the first American to be headhunted 
from across the Atlantic to run a 
British higher education institution, 
Of course there's a connection 
between more students and lower 
standards, he says, gazing serenely 
over the rainsodden hills around 
Bath from his plush v-c suite, “It 
doesn't take a rocket scientist to de- 
tect that if you dip lower into the 
pel of apolar you're going to 
weaker students on aver: 
al you didn't.” 2 
at matters, according to Van- 
delinde, who has three degrees 
from Carnegie-Mellon University, 
the hi-tech private institution in 
Pittsburgh, and who was engineer- 
ing dean of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity in Baltimore for 15 years, is not 
whether the quality of the intake 
has slipped a bit but whether stu- 
dents are given the opportunity to 
acquire a higher education. Any in- 
dustrialised country wanting to sur- 
vive in today’s fiercely conipetitive 
global economy needs to educate as 
muclı of its population to as high a 
level as possible, he thinks. 


David Vandelinde: ‘To expand a : 
going to share in the cost ا‎ 


. people who benefit are 
PHOTOGRAPH: GARRY WEASEA 


the sky-high fees charged by the 
top US universities — nıore than 
$100,000 a year for a place at Har- 
vard, for example, He believes, how- 
ever, in institutions charging for all 
or part of the cost of higher ecluca- 
tion, because that is the only way a 
mass systeın of higher education 
cari be financed. 

“TÎ we're going tu continue to ex- 
pand access, we're going to have to 
g0 tD a system where the people 
who benefit are going to share in 
the cost" That has to be done in an 


equitable way, he believes, which 
means students paying according to 
their ability to pay, What the British 
don'l seenı to understand is that the 
prestigious private universities in 
the US really do take students re- 
gardless of their ability to pay, he 
SAYS. 

They do so by stitching together 
financial packages — a mixture of 
loans, grants, scholarships and jobs 
On cantpus — and they charge more 
to those who can Pay to support 
those who can't. 
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ir Polish Economics 


The School of European Studies and Ihe Susı 
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Jointly to {he Economica: and RAuaslan -and East 
0 le. ا‎ Groups. Informal 
1 ons enquiries ma made {o th 
;Sehool! on (01273) 7e Hem one 
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woman. 
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of “incidents” that police spokes. 
men cleign to pass on to them. The 
crime rate in lhe Val'Oise départe- 
mcat is not even published, 

"They're trying to hush up every- 
day delinquency," Dupéûquier says 
jy. “I's {he only subject of con- 
versiilion in Argenteuil, axl people 
wontler why lhey're tle only ones to 
talk about il.” 

Old age eventually caughl up 
wilh Marinetle. She was ııot able to 
write as quickly as she used to. She 
tendesl te hindî in her column late. 
‘Tlic eclitor of Echo woulct say that 
il did not maller and that he would 
publish if in a lier issue. Thien, one 
day, Marinelte stoppetl wriling alto- 
gether and setlled into the routine 
of a litlle oll woman living in a run- 
down suburb. 

Marinelle ended up not going out 
any more. In the evening she would 
fall asleep in front of her television 
set, with the lights on and the front 
door unlocked. When the café next 
door was still being run by Roger, 
she woull sometimes go and sit 
there for a bit. 

Roger knew whal kind of person 
she was, He remeınbered all those 
parking tickets she managed to get 
cancelled through her connections 
at lhe pulice station, and the way 
she rendered services to readers, 
interceding on their behalf at lhe 
prefecture. She would even plead 
wilh exaınining magistrates on be- 
half of this or that youngster who 
had got into trouble with the liıw. 

The Portuguese who took over 
tlıe café a year ago probably iooketi 
clown on her. To {hem slre must 
have seemed jusl an ordinary and 
rather uncommunicmtive oll woman 
who drunk nothing bı lea. The café 
uwner ordered a few teabags just to 
cater for her needs, 

In the uld days, Marinette would 
have got a story oul uf the way ihe 
café had changetl under new ownel- 
slp: iaking on a [reslı coal of blue 
paint aud cusloımers of a different 
kinl, meu who flashed gold 
walches, lalloos and mobile phones 
and stood oul against the local 
habilués, ull-age pensioners llke 
Ahmed, Bébert and Olivier, Bul 
Marinelle had lost her sense of ol 
servatiun. 

On Jamaıry 12, lhe patron of the 
café invited 40 or so of his nıales for 
a celebration. Luter quealionedl bY 
police, they were clenred of any 
involvement in wlıat happened that 
nighl, ‘The patron noticecl soue- 
ting sitspiclous guing on In the cul 
dewane. Ile dil nol clare go into 
Marinetle's flat, but he dikl call ihe 
fire brigade. 

The old woman was still breath” 
ing when lıelp arrived. She was 
kneeling as if she had been tor 
tured, Her ribs were broken and her 
face slashed. And scattered all 
around her there were whole hand- 
fuls of white hair. The police found 
her television set abandoned a fe¥ 
hundred metres away, 


‘They said they thought the mur] 
der had. been committed by a drug İ 


addict desperate for i cash. They 
promised:to pursue the case Vigor 
ously, but more than’ two 

after .the event, and despite: Mark 


nette's ‘excellent relatioris with té 


force, they have made no headway. 
Rushed to Argenteuil 


Marinette finally died at Zamj'victim') 
ofa particularly vicious irony of ble: : 
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Keeping in touch . . . Marinette Revillon with friends and (below) 
atlll reporting on local news weli into her 70s 


She was such a tiny woman {only 
1.50m tal that at first glance ali 
people could see was a crash helmet 
perched on the moped. Later on, 
when she was already over 60, she 
decided to take her driving test and 
buy acar. 

By then she had joined a bigger 
paper, Le Parisien (which has local 
editions), and was earning belter 
money. After having worked for 
more than 20 years as a stringer, 
without ever being declared as full- 
time, she finally got her press card. 

People wondered if she ever re- 
ally learnt how to drive: after several 
accidents, the garage man said her 
Fiat 500 was a write-off — which it 
was not — arıd to everyone's great 
relief Marinette at last decidecl io 
give up (iriving. 


O ONE knew much about 

her private life. Like some 

rather aloof chatelaine, she 
shrouded her Russian childhood in 
secrecy. Her grandmother had been 
first dressmaker at the royal courl. 
Her father was manager of (lie {sar 
country estate. 

After the Russian revolution, slıe 
and her parenls had to flee Aslı- 
klıabad, capilal of Turkmenistan. 
‘That experieııce explained ler viru 
lent and lifelong antcomınunisırl, 
which led her lo wage û campaign 
against Argenteuills communist 
council. 

She explained the fact lul shu: 
never mevrrietl by saying ashe had 
been “let down", Some who knew 
her well tracecl her disnppointnient 
to the thirliea, wlen Marie- 
Madeleine Revillon (she hacl not yel 
become Marinelte) was a young 
Parisienne wlıo wore lıats and silk 
stockings and consorted with au aıı- 
tique dealer who sported a prepos- 
terous aristocratic title. 

In 1977 Le Parisien gave her a 
retirement party. A photograph 
shows the editor-in-chief on a ros- 
trum. He is clearly congratulating 
Marinette on her career.. But her 
teeth are clenched: .from her point 
of view, she was being rushed into 
early retirement, ' : 

She was an ıobsessive journalist 

who could not kick the habit, She 
could still be seen at the age of 76 
taking the train to Pontoise, where 
she would hand in her column to 
LEcho, the paper founded in 1888 
by Victor. Paquet, an industrialist 
who supported Alfred Dreyfus and: 
was fascinated by modernity. ؛‎ ' 
' Itwas LEcho that published what 
was to become a world scoop —..a 
report, İn. its issue 'dated August 7, 
1890, on the death' of Vincent Van 
Gogh at Auverasur-Qjge, .' .. . 

Î i: According to the paper's ‘editor, 
Jean-François Dupêquter, that kind 
of story would no:longer-get.into the 

.Î paper. Nowadays reporters are: ex- 
pected to.make do with the handful 


Argenteuil but has never forgotten 
Marinette: "She belonged to a breed 
of reporters that has disappeared. 
We would never have presumed to 
try and pull the wool over her eyes.” 

He attended her funeral on Janu- 
ary 19, even though he was sup- 
posed to be at an İnterministerial 
committee meeting in Paris. About 
1,000 people were present in tle 
church of Saint-Denys in Argenteuil, 
including the local mayor, a member 
of parliament and many highrrank- 
ing police officers and firemen, all of 
whom had been shocked by the 
violence of her death. 

Because she worried about miss- 
ing a good story, Marinette never 
took a holiday. Any piece of informa- 
tion withheld from her at Yam would 
be the subject of further question- 
ing by her at noon, and then again at 
2pm, until the person being grilled 
simply gave in. 

In those days, gen was more 
readily available to local reporters. 
They were still allowed to consult 
the log-book at the police station; 
late at night, they would often still 
be around when officers opened food 
parcels sent up from the provinces 
by their families and they would fin- 
ish their working day at the emer- 
gency ward of the local hospital. 

‘The railway network had just been 
extended and train. crashes were 
quite common. When they hap- 
pened, Marinelte's friend Delalay 
would go and take photographs, 
She remembers how viclims some- 
times lıad the top of their heads cut 
off “like a boiled egg”. Then there 
was the case of the leopard that 
escaped from Ermont Zoo and was 
caught by the fire brigade. That was 
the kind of thing that got reported 
in the paper in the days before 
housing estates mushroomed in the 
suburbs, 

The legend of Marinette was 
eventually perpetuated through a 
kind of “oral tradition”, in the words 
of one inspector. Many years after 
she had retired, she still came. to 
have lunch at the police station can- 
teen. The police. knew she was poor 
and paid for her meal. : 

Af the age of 84 she was s 
living in her email flat giving on to a 
çuldesac behind.a café.in the old 
quarter of Argenteuil. Through a 
broken window, it is still possible, to 


.| šee pale floral wallpaper of the kind 
.| usually found in cheap .old hotels. 


There is a still life on the.wall, and... 


..Î on the..floor a. pile ,of unopened 


newspapers — a sad epitaph to the, 

dead reporter. . .... .. . 

: When. Marinette finished -work. 
;| on.a gtory and wrote her articla.— 


| in longhand +44, she would deliyer! 


each story herself, leaping onito her. 


:| moped and dropping it. .off at. 
.| whichever newspaper .. she .was 


.Î working for at the time, LAyenir or. 


.| UEchê du Val-d'Oise.ı,. : ي‎ 


20 fe londe / FRANCE 
A life in the news 


Corîine Lesnes on Marinette Revillon, an indefatigable 
local reporter, who was murdered earlier this year 


necessary she would get up at 2am 
to go and see for herself, arriving on 
her Vélosolex moped in the wake of 
the police van, She knew everyone, 
and everyone talked freely to her, 
‘The police were not surprised to see 
her plying her way through subur- 
ban streets at night. Often they 
would drive her back home after 
she had done her reporting. 

Sometimes they even picked her 
up at home before going to the 
scene of the crimtë and making their 
routine report on the body of the 
victim or the stolen moped. She 
would take that opportunity to get 
them talking so she could keep up 
with the latest local events, 

That was her secret, the leason 
ghe passed on to the young people 
she talked to at youthrclub fêtes, 
which she covered each year with 
unfagging enthusiasm. Some of her 
spellbound listeners were even 
inspired by her to take up a career 
in the media, She told them that a 
good reporter always has to come 
back from covering a story with at 
least two lines of inquiry. 

Police officers would never have 
dared lie to Marinette. Although she 
did not terrorise then, it would 
probably be accurate to say that she 
had tamed them. She had a terrier- 
like persistence, She would drop in 
at tlie Argenteuil police station 
every day without fail, “to see if 
there wasn't a little something", 
gays Robert Broussard, until re- 
cently one of France's most cele- 
brated police detectives and now a 
prefect. At the time, ln 1960, he was 
still only a low-grade officer in 
charge of clerical work and keeping 
the police station's coal stove going. 

Broussard spent only a year in 
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N THE days when they both 

worked as reporters for the 

same small paper in the work- 
ing-class Paria suburb of Argenteuil, 
Christiane Delalay often used to say 
to Marinette Revillon: “You write 
like Victor Hugo." What reminded 
her of Hugo was not s40 much 
Marinette's style as her quite un- 
stappable pen. 

When a story of strictly local in- 
terest came up — even as lacal as 
someone's dog being run over or a 
stray cat being found — Marinette 
would embark on her investigations 
with tremendous gusto. She had to 
find out everything about the dog; if 
it were a cat, she would often end up 
adopting it. 

She had been a nurse during the 
last war and never married, At one 
point she looked after 25 cats, which 
she would call in to eat at her two- 
room ground-fioor flat in Rue de 
TAbbé-Ruellan. As she never 
cooked and so had no leftovers, she 
served them tins of petfood kindly 
provided by the local Rotary Club, 
whose members had a soft spot for 
the reporter who never missed any 
of their annual general meetings. 

By the time Marinette retired 
fom journalism at the age of 75, she 
had reduced her family of cats to a 
more manageable size, And when 
slıe was murdered earlier this year 
at the age of 84, she was believed to 
have only one cal, a tiny animal that 
looked like a kitten but had simply 
never grown İn size, Once, wlien it 
was injured, Marinette had managed 
to sew it up. The cat was never found 
after her death. Perhaps it bolted 
after witnessing the unspeakable. 

Once slie was assigned to a story, 
Marinette worked indefatigably. If 
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lawyer put it, was a tıreat to Aner 
can foreign interests. Thus was 
Onassis’s (leal undermined, through 
intenge pressure put on the Saudis, 

With six residences spread 
, around the world, Niarchos. had 
plenty of wall space to fill and de- 
rived “aesthetic satisfaction" from 
collecting paintings, “1 like living 
with them," he said. “They make my 
surroundings and my life more 
pleasant.” He developed one of the 
world’s outstanding private collec 
tions, acquiring the actor Edward G 
Robinson's collection, El Greco's 
Pileth, four paintngs by Gauguin, 
four by Cézaune, four by Degas, 
nine by Renair, 13 by Van Gogh and 
outstanding works by Toulouse- 
Laulrec, Gaya, Matisse, Delacroix 
and Corat, 

Niarchos was an excellent swinı- 
mer and yachtsman, and a good 
hunter. He loved Ascot and the rac- 
Ing world, and became one of the 
leading owners and breeders of 
racehorses in Europe. 

Tall, slim, with the gaze of a 
hawk, a protruding, bony, aristo- 
cratic nose and a seductive charm, 
he was apparently irresistible to 
women. He married five times, In 
1930, his firat wife was a Greek ad- 
miral's daughter — a slıortlived af 
fair, ending In divorce. Eight years 
later, he took a second wife, a diplo- 
mat's widow, but (his marriage also 
ended in divorce, 

His 1947 marriage to Eugenie Li- 
vanos produced four children. He dli 
vorcel her to marry briefly the 
daughter of Henry Ford II, Char- 
lotte, with wlıom he had a daughter, 
but he returned to Eugenie, who 
died in Spetsopoula in 1970, perhaps 
from an overdose of barbiturates. 
Rumours at the time suggested it 
was not “suicide” as claimed. His 
last marriage was to Tina Livanos, 
Eugenle's sister and an ex-wife of 
Onassis, Tina died in October 1974. 

Niarchos will be remembered by 
those who knew him for his sense of 
humour, generosity and hospitality. 


Alfki Rouasin-Croney 
Stavros Spyros Niarchos, 


shipowner, bom July 3, 1908; dled 
April 16. 0 


Niarchon! shipping magnate whose fortune WAS built on a shrewd 
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şet up the Saudi Arabian Maritime 
Company (Samco), which would get 
priority rights on Arabian oil ship- 
ments. Had the deal materialised, 
Onassis, within a decade, would 
have had a strategic monopoly on 
the annual traneport of more than 
45 million tons of Saudi oil. This 
threatened not only Aramco, the 
consortiun dominated by four 
major American oil companles, but 
US strategic policy. It also threat- 
ened Niarchos. The time had come 
to take action. 

He offered Robert Mayhew, a for- 
mer Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agent and sometime associate of the 
reclusive mult-niillionaire Howard 
Hughes, an advance to scupper the 
Saudi agreenıent, which, as his 
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analysis of the post-war demand for oll 


in London, Onassis returned to the 
US to face his sealed indictment. As 
a result, the Justice Department was 
obliged to make both indictments 
public, Niarchos dld not set foot on 
American soil, but sent his British 
lawyer to negotiate with the US As- 
sistant Attorney General, who was 
dealing with Onassis face to face. A 
deal was finally worked out, but 
Niarchos was later sued by the US 
government again for breaching the 
agreement. Consequently, he trans- 
ferred his operations to Europe, 
Meanwhile, Niarchos felt se 
verely threatened by the “Jeddah 
agreement” between Onassis and 
the Saudi Arabian monarch, by 
which Onassis was to supply 
500. 000 tons of tanker shipping to 
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The master of his 
own fortune 


per cent share and operating control 
Î in one of thelr ships, the Maleas, 
and insured the vegsel against war 
risks, when rates were still low, The 
$60,000 ship was bombed by the 
German air force in Antwerp har- 
bour. The insurance compensation 
was nêarly $1 million. Thus did the 
the war uslıer Niarchos into the 
shipping world. 
Conventional wisdonı had it that 
a slunıp would follow the end of the 
war, Stavros Niarchos thought oth- 
erwise; he was convinced that for- 
tunes lay ahead for shipowners. His 
friends thought he was crazy. He 
placed orders with brokers in New 
York and London to buy anything 
that would font and, together with 
his compatriots Stavros Livanos and 
Aristotle Onassis, embarked on a 
huge shipbuilding programme. 
was 10 sustained down- 
turn, and global reconstruction de- 
manded more tonnage than ever 
before. Like Onassis, he knew the 
world economy would be based on 
oll and its transportation, and their 
competition in this field became leg- 
endary. Both, using fags of conve- 
nience, broke through into a new 
financial era, introduced super- 
tankers, and amassed vast fortunes, 
In 1947, Niarchos became Onas- 
sis's brotheriı-law by marrying his 
wife's sister, Eugenie Livanos, 
daughter of Stavros Livanos. The 
Greek word for men who marry sis- 
ters is bafeanakia — traditionally, 
they should behave like true broth- 
era. Niarchos and Ongesis did not. 
Their Intense business rivalry now 
spilled inlo a darker conflict. 
Niarchos and Onassis were in- 
dicted by the US Justice Depart- 
ment in 1953 for violations of the 
1946 Ship Sales Act. They were ac- 
cused of gelting control of tankers 
prohibited from sale to foreigners. 
Niarchos's entire American opera- 
tion was under threat and, if found 
guilty, he faced a stiff prison sen- 
tence. But while Niarclıoş rentained 
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Stavros Niarchos 


OR HALF a century he 
tankers, cartiers and super- 

tankers of Slavros Niarchos, ` 
wlio has (lied aged 86, have been 


crossing the globe. In an age when 
merchant slipping is run by grey 
executives, Niarchos's flamboyant 
style — his surname means “ship- 
master” — set him apart. His fleet, 
which 10 year's ago was estlınated at 
3 million tonnes displacement, rep- 
resents only 15 per cent of his as- 
sets. The other 85 per cent is led up 
in shares, gold, property and art, He 
is believed to have been the largest 
private investor in Citibank, and he 
created enough wealth for 10 gener- 
ations of his family to live in opu- 
lence, But it was not always like 
that. 

His father, Spyros Niarchos, and 
his mother, Eugenle Coumandaros, 
were from Sparta in Greece, and 
had spent some years running a 
sweet shop in Buffalo, New York 
State. Their first child, Maria, was 
born in the US, but Stavros arrived 
in Greece, and missed Anıerican cit- 
izenship. His early years were 
happy. He went to a private school, 
and although by no meauıs rich, his 
family was comfortably off until 
1923, when everything collapsed, 
Stavros Niarchos was 14 when his 
father went bankrupt. Scarred by 
the spectre of poverty, he deter. 
mined never to be poor agaln, 

In 1928, he was employed as an 
office assistant by his rich merchant 
uncles, the Coumandlaros brothers, 
who were grain iraders. A curious 
mixture of playboy ancî hard worker, 
Stavros was an exceptional analyst 
who could predict economic trends. 
He persuaded his uncles to buy thelr 
own ships, which led to a 35 per cent 
saving on grain İınportation costs. 

Just before tlıe second world war, 
when his uncles dissolved their 
partnership, Niarchos acquired a 60 
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CHILD WELFARE ADVISER 
CAMBODIA 


£19,661 pa + benefits 


8 seeking to appolnt an Adviser on Child Welfare and Protection to work 
E a formed Child Welfare Department within the Cambodian Minısiry of 
ffalrs, Labour and Veteran Affalrs. 
0 Imited resources and In close colleboration with Cambodıan and 
` intematlonal NGOs, the Ministry alms to develop sustainable alternatives to 
Institutlonel cars and appropriate network and systems for lhe protection of 
vulnerable children, parllcularly those at risk of economic and sexual explaitatlon. 
Working within the Child Welfare Departrnent, you'll play a key role in the 
development of appropriate policies and procedures in child doyvalopment, welfare 
and protectlon; training of depariment staff; and the faclitoon of rosearch. : 
Qualified in soclal development or social work, you should have several years 
experience of working.on child welfare and protection Issues. somo at policy level 
and preferably in a developing country. Able lo demonstrate conimitrnent lo 
developmental and participatory ways of working, you should after training skills 
and experience as well as thë ability to work well in a tam. Khmer language skills 
would be an advantege. 
The contract is offered for 25 months and has accompanied status. Silarias 
should bs tax free. You can also expect a generous benelits packaqo including 
accommodation, flights and other living expanses. 
For further detalls and an application form, please write to Janet Curtis-Broni, 
Overseas Personnel, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SES 8RO or fax 0171 793 7610. 
Closing date: 24th May 1996. 
SOF aims to be an equal opporlunites employer 


Save the Children Û 


Bl Working for a better world for children 


Phnom Penh 


The Social Sciences Division of the Multi-Disciplinary Research 
Centre at the University of Namibia requires the following per« 
sonnel to join its Community Bascd Natural Resource Mannge- 
ment team: 


Senior Researcher 
(FULL-TIME POSITION: SINGLE CONTRACT APPOINTMENT, 12 MONTHS) 


` The Social Sciences Division (SSD) roquires a Senior Researcher and 


Co-ordinator for its Community Based Natural Resource Management 
{CBNRM) research programme. This is a full-time position, tenable for 
a single contract of 12 months beginning i in June, 1996 with possible 
renewal depending on funding. 


Terms of Reference: 

1. Co-ordinate and partly implement the SSD's programma of applied 
research and advocacy in CBNRM, in collaboration with other 
members of the SSD team and the Living in a Finito Environment 
Programme. 


2. .Contribute to the training of SSD stafl and University of Namibia 
students in applied research and CBNRM related sırbjaects. 


3. Contribute to the co-ordination and development of SSD’s Rural 


Poverty and Resources Programme, within which the CBNAM . 
activities fall, 


Qualifications: An MA but preferably a Ph.D in a relavant soclali 
science discipline and at least five years’ proven experience in’ 


` applied research, training and/or development work in CBNRM or û 
related relevait field. Fluency in written and spoken English. r 
` experiance in Souther Africa will be an advantage. 


(nterasted cantlidates should address a comprehensive euro, 
vitae, including the names and addresses of three referees, -. :.. 


Information should bê forwarded to Ms J Drotsky at the SSD, wic. 


` UNAM, Private: Bag 13301, Windhoek, Namibia. 
"` Further dètails'can hè obtained from her at telephone 
` “09-264-61-206+3052 or fax -264-61-206-3050; or from 
Dr Ben Fuller at telephone 09-264-61-205- 8 erat Î 
, he abovementioned tak number. ا‎ 


26 APPOINTMENTS/COURSES 


Helping the children In little known parts of Africa. 


SCF. works to achlave lasting benefits for children within communities In which they 
Ive and endeavours lo make children's rights a reelty all over the world. SCF has a long 
` tradition of rallef work {hrough which It alms to contribute to long-term development and 
the establishment of sustalnable services. 

In the adjoining sehellan countries of Mell and Burkina Faso providing beslc services 
to rural and nomadic pöpulatlons is a key concem. The Field Directors of both counties 
will be working In close co-operation to cevelop an effective programme for this tough 
geographic raglan. 


FIELD DIRECTOR 
£21,605 pa + beneflts Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 


Yoxuı will be responslble for daveloplng an on-going programe of water, health, 
food security and social welfare projects In tha northern sahellan provinces, Working . 
closely with the goverment, donors, partner agerıcles and local cornmunities, yoÛ will 
review and develop Our child-focusad programme strategy, You can't do this Just by 
‘siting In ‘an ‘ûfflce In Ouagadougou. You must spêrid time motivating, es and 

* dêvelping, your staff to athleve as much as they can. RE: FD/BF, 


.FIELD DIRECTOR.  .., ی ی‎ 
£21,605 pa + benefits Bamako, Mali 


We have beerı workirig Ih Mall since’ 1985 arid, by developing productive . 
` relatlohships with government services and local conrmuhltlès, we have echieved 

considerable success with our primary health care and food security projects. The 
particular challange now facing you Is to make sure these projects don't falter as a 
result of funding culš. You wil need to strengthen our dialogue wilh major donors such 
28 the World Bank and EU, and further national arıd local government co-operation. 

The majorily of your staff are 70OOkm from Bamako in the Mopti reglon where the 
prograrnme is based, which means ihel extensive travel] will be Involved g8 how you 
manage and develop them can have a huge Impect on the programme. Ref: FD/M. 


Bath thase demana|ng roles call for a rare combinatlon of qualities, axperlence and 
sklis. You muıst have run an overseas rallef or developrnant programme gat a senior 
level, ancl possess considerable‘ financial, managerlal and policy expertise. Strong 
analytical and concapiual skills are essential, and you will need lo be an adept 
communicator and negotiator who can speak and write French well. 


FOOD SECURITY ADVISER 
£19,661 pa + benefits Mopti Region, Mali 


Your primary responsibilty is 1o assist the reglonal government In the continuing 
development of an Integrated Informatlan and response system to be delaited in a 
raglonal tood security plan. It Is essential that you are fiuent in French, both written and 
spoken, have a good knowledge of French adminlstratlon and systems arl are 
educated to degree level In a food security ralated field. In addltlon, you should have at 
least 4 years' overseas development experlence, Including 2 years working with 
government structures, Rel: FSA/M. : 


The contracts ere offered, Inltlally, for 25 months and have an accompanled status. 
Salarles should be tax-free. You canı also expeot a generous beneflts package, Including 
accommodlatton, flights and other living expenses. 

For further dietalls and an applicatlon form, please write, quoting approprlate 
reference, 10: Overseas Personnel Adminisirator - Arlca, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London 
SE6 8AD or fax 0171 793 7610. 

Closing date: 22nd May 1896. 


SOF alrns to be an equsl opportunities employer, 


Save the Children 


= Working for a better world for children 


` LIS International Limited 
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT IN INDONESIA 


LTS Intemational manages the Indoneslaz-UK Tropical Forest Management Programme on behalf of the Overseas 
Development Adminlstrallûn and the Edinburgh Centre for Tropkal Foresla. The programme which started in 1991 
consists of fre, linked projects which share ihc common goal of promoting lhe suslalngble management of Indonesla's 
lowland forests in Sumatra and Katlnanlan. The current phase of the project ia due to be completed İn June 1997. 
‘Tlrec posta are lImmedlately available In social development, provincial forest management and research programme 
management. 
SENIOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY ADVISOR! To aselst luo Minlslry of Forestry to develop 1: 
. enpaclly for incorporating 4ocial development Iseuies to pollcy nnd planning. Qualifications: A degree ln Soclal 
Scleaces and a relcyanı poat-garadunle quallflcatlon; a1 least 10 years: erol cxperleuce of social lssuea in . 
: foreat management İn developing countries, preferably ludonegla. . 
PROVINCIAL FOREST MANAGEMENT ADYISOR: To assist and advise the Minlstry of Forests on the 
establishment ahd development of sustainable forest utilisaon „anita İn Central Kalimantan. Qualificatidı 
degrees În Forcatry: considerable experlence of tropleal foresiry. conceaslon management and logging. 
RESEARCH TEAM LEADER! to'asalet and advise ıhe Indonesia Govêrament! Research Agency (BPM on 
ıe management af the research component of lhe progranı conslsting of growth and yield data modelllng, the:. 
prodüction ofa iree fara manual and inveatigatlon lato the envirqnpental impert ofl loggiaz, aupervite the work of 
the specialist ln growth and yield dala analysis and hélp eştabllsh fı research programe which BPK will be able to 
0 menage on completio of the ITFMP. Qualifications: A degree in natural resources With a relevant pont 
graduate qualldcation. Proven experience of management of a forestry research programme: 
All ênndidates should haye a good lmowledge of brina project: cycle manigemont and bé able ti 
demonstrate good oral and wriien communication sidils, 8 
For further detalls and appllcatlon forma plende contact: ENR. 
. LTS International Limited ۰ 
„ Pentllande Sglence Park .. .:. ıı 
Bush Lom : 


Peulculk 3 و‎ 
.„„ Nr Edinburgh BHA: OPH, a1 qt +44 131) 440550 . 
UK" 


`, Faxe O11, nt +44 131) 440 5501 
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fingerprinting, and large cormput- 
Cr polite duta bases would 
1 1 increase. 

19 ! Politieal authority would become | &@ 
۰ ٤ more remule. As Bill Gales hus ob- ٤ 

servo: " dav n seualar receives 

a million pieces of email ûn a topic 

or is able to have his blveper an 
Û nove the remılls ot it renHime 
apimon poll tron his constituents is 
not fr dway." Bul how i senator 
would reul all this nul and re 
solve the conflicts ol opinion that 
are cuntitinetl within it is ııol exe 
plained. 

TU, as Û suspect, ihe answer lu the 
sero opinıon [oll is i1 resounding 
NO, our pulilicul leuders riighl cun- 


| ENVIRONMENT 20:. 
ty to continuê Supporting a population with 90 million more mouths.a year to feed 


Why meatıwill soon be off the menu | When the 
TFT average human in ik lution” devised heavy cropping ears | of pollution, and in part because of Î tap 5 run dry 


A lutio at Stanford university in California 

time consumes 75 tofis of ùf rice or wheat on short, fast-grow- Î wasteful use of farmland. Badly de- | looked at the global balaice sheet 1 : 
„Water, 17 ,lons of carbo- Î ing stems which required fertilisers signed Irrigation schemes have in- ancl discovered something even W/E supplies'over much of 
hydrates; 2.5 tons’ of jpı : U the world could. be in trouble, 
according to a recent study in ‘the 


; roteins and | supplied by tractors and irrigatlonı | creased salt levels in the soil. Or Î more alarming. Humanity — whlch 
nmlore than a ton offats. „` | Schemes backed by big banks, Fur a Î they have taken so much water from | has increased from one billion to al- 
‘The world this year will acquire Î ‘while, food supplies seemed to US journal, Science. Humans are al- 
ready ıısing more than a quarler of 
all water' (hat falls on the ground 


¥ 1 : lakes and rivera that whole regions Î most 6 billion in 200 years — may 

90 million mote people, each of | Surge ahead of Population growth. | have been turned into deserts, The | soon be running out of water {see 

whom will requife the sare ration Counties like I 
arid eyaporales, and ınure than 50 
per cent Of accessible water (lat 


Tim Radford ön tie Earth's inabili 


ndia and Indonesia | Aral Sea in the foı Soviet Uni ehd, 
ofıwater, carbohydrates, protein ùııd |' bı came exporters of food, China slimales vary Du | (iy iC Siaford tear found 


٠ is a classic case, Estimates vary, but | humans — and their crops, farm an- 
fats, But when the year began, became selfsufficient, „huge agri- | one guess is that çyery year an area | imals and forestry plantations — 
world’ grain stocks were lower han , Providers in the’.US ‘sold their Î the size of the Republic of Ireland | were already using one fourth of all 
ever before! there was foucl for only Î" Surplus to up to 120 nations. 


1 drainë through rivers aiid streauns. 
1 0 her : simply becomes useless, the water taken up by plants, The ;Scientists warn tlıal allhough new 
sîcler conissioning 21 hired opinion another 48 diyš in the cupboard. `. But the “green revolution" has But there is an even bigger prob- | other 10 million or more species on | clams eoulgl increase lhe world sup Û 
pull: Wuuld you like to live in a „_Thê future looks largely vegetar- | wilted. The first limitation is un the | lem. Last year a team at Cornell uni- | the planet had to share what was | ply of water by about 10 per cent in 
cleaner, quieter, more convivial ian. Economists tend {o think of | sun itself; the nıost efficient plants | versity calculated that soil erosion left. the next 30 years, thal wont solve 
worlkl in which you know your food in terms of grain: für theın, Î ‘cannot convert more than 2 per cent | was now costing the planet $400 bil- Given that there is a mit to water the probleni. The nuniber of people 
ovigltbours, il is sile lo walk and beef is simply so much arable land ofl solar energy into carbohydrates Î lion in direct daınage to agricultural 


cycle, and children are allowed lo 
play in the street? ا‎ 

Transport ad cuimnmunicaliuns 
Manning is in the grip uf 3 hack- 
wartlouking vision which is being 


j : ١ supplies, topsoil, energy and ferülig- 
that cannot be used for crops. Food | or protein, and genetic engineering | land and Indirect damage to waler- ers, there is only one route lefl. ‘Tris 
crops heed sunlight, topsoil, fresh- | js ıınlikely to make them do any bet- | ways andl human lıealth, Each year, | Is in genetic engineering: taking 
watêr and effort, 2 ter, The second limitation is İn uil | 75 billion tons of soils are washed 

.Cattle ãre' especially wasteful —it ` 


n 1 0 : useful genes from one variety or 
and fertilisers: between and | away by rains and floods or blown | even species and transferring then 
takes 790kg of plant protein to turn 1 1 


nexling {lie .water will increase by’ 
45 per cent. . 
‘Three scientists al Stanlord uni- 
versity, Callor'nia — Sandra Pustel, 
Paul Erhlich and Gretchen Daly — 


la Heel e hE E are already Point out that all the 
a alse speclus thal in- int S0kg eef protein. Bu oing this to mı € crops more pest- Î planel's fresh water is ocked up in 
n ilo itin the world 2 animals are expensive, In 1979, the - resistant, or diseaseresistant, or | the icecaps. About 10 million cubic 
ET BE a dekin uk over ORE ei E PHOTOG DONE | rir now bul wilh thennsehes haw | + | United States fd 148 nic 
8 for some, sa ۴ 
Baby, yau can drive my car. .. Fun : 


: mains i ing ACUUss he opportunites cur- 
0 withered remains.of public transporl | ing dcevss lo { 1 
97 1 ently enjoyed by i stall élite. 
[ 7 } 1 Ww er @ or the goodwill of car owners. rent 
۰ ld would become one 1 
2 fast road 0 10 ua bub. The {raditional 0: COURSE \ransporl and 


: nicatiors planners 
: : CE ا ا ا‎ Ile, and | city, built for people not cars, could cumımu 1 gr 
Will carsiand air travel for I ا ا ی ا‎ E driven | not exist. The last unspoilt islands alone cannmut tre 

e cians find irresiı . 


grains and soybeans to livestock 
and got back only 21 million tons in 
meat, poultry and eggs. 

Sunlight is the only part of the 
lunch that is free. Topsoil — a riix- 
ture of soil, humus and microbes — 


frostresistant, and there is a world- 
wide hunt for genes whiclı can be 
transferred from arid-zone or salt- 
marsh plants into crop plants to 
make them grow in wastecl soils. 


kilometres of it is in ihe atmos 
phere, rivers, swamps, aquifers, 
rocks and forests, but most of this is 
not really on tap. 

Aninıals ancl plants can only reach 
weler {hil is evaporated by the sun 


UT THERE, Ino, is a catch: Î and falls again as rain. Some runn ull 
GS ك‎ » third opinion is expensive stuff It tikes about 500 B in order to provide foul fur a to the sea, some is absorber by life 
: EE FN land sum- | by an implicit opinion poll: “Would | and wilderıess areas would be BE EY i conditions years of weathering to turn rock swelling global population, in A prucess callel evaputraun. 
all really improve our years ago, Anthony Crosland su : u like a car, .unılimited air-miles, | spoiled. e hich will make such a world in into an inch of topsuil. [n general, farmers have been selecting only | spiration. Hurans Aceount for about 
ives? John Adams: .. | marised perfectly the politician's ad Il the computer facilities en- | O Geographical communities would | wi ih wi ! ui CEI. pulled the deeper the topsoil, the leavicr lhe mast efficient varieliws, ind sel | 28 per cenl of this total: the rest is 
Ives? Jol 0 view of the transport problem: “My | an e omputer moguls like | be drained of their. social content | posi 0 1 0 0 their eflorls the yield. bul even tlie depentls ou 
predicts Soqial a0 : ne س ر ا‎ Mierosok's Bil GRle?” and reliant on CCTV and neighbour- | world, short of energy, 
E 1 “. . . want cars, and the freedon . 


the ight nuirlents al Ihe right time, 
To get the best oul of i eray, farin- 
ers sully eed nitrogen, oar 
Potash, or phosphates, or all three. | 7 

These have to be: (uuncl, and then de- E: [ AR: 
livered to the crops, whiclı requires i Even witlı modern technology, 
energy, usually in the form of oil, 


tlers bave been clearing will re- 
gions 1o cereale new farulancdds. Tlis 
means lhal oll varicties and wild 
spevies of planls are disappearing 
everywhere — and these will plants 
and primitive cullivars are just the 
plants most likely lo lıold tlie gents 


sharel with atber life, 

Tistributiun has always becn a 
prublern, evet where (here is plenty 
uf runing waler, Sixly per ceni of 
the wurkl's population lives in Asia, 
but gets only 3 per cent uf tle 
water that fills vers aud lakes, Fi 


jive on weekends and holidays. And At present, . most people have -wal P siuilar transport clvaner ancl more 
gic : g iday: lood-watch. People wilh similar | lo mak a rl € 
1 7 1 4 / th y ki tour lıolidays to j never flown andl do not own cars or: j interesls and lifestyles woulkl conr | eIficient should, naturally, br wel 
. AST MONTH 1 flew to an jey want package 1: 


OECD conference on sustain- | Majorca, even if this means more | computers. So the answer to thi mıne un the Interne! 0 Cet al j cone — bul only if these efforls 
Pi to this 1 r in 
17 
7 t . 


1 ts are made i : cıtexl of rilivies 
i reıices anl vacation resorts. are made in the: cntexl 
2 : ing fi estion, everywhere in tlıe world, cunler ‘ences antl cat ا‎ e E e 
able transport in Yancouver noise of night anan E E over yhelminely yes. And these | De epo ا‎ 0 0 e ei 0 iy 1 
a E E e e E a] the 1 It mid- | “yes” replies are driving policies | alroyecl, The cultura ا‎ yr ا‎ anori — walking, cycling and 
a e ا‎ e5 ا‎ E the ladder antl research agendas in rich coun- | diversity in Ihe world welel be* elli ans 
le classeş wan 


scientists have been looking for, teen per cent uf the world's fresh 
vices — tliat promole A Then there ix water: different Î 1995, oil use by US farmers in- | away by wincls, Eighty per cent of Finally, agronomists are left with | wuler [ows down le Amazun, bul 
| back. . d countries alike. This | erated by tourism and lhe hege- ivi 8 traps have different news, Ground- creased lourfolkl and crop yields in- | the wurlcl's croplands suffer moder- the pressures ûf growth itself. As» | only about 0.4 per rel ol ihe 
: : a nference provided much | down behind them.”.. . . .| triesan e opinion poll | mony of English on satellites and 1 e E Re Gata ut do quite well in arirl climates. | creased threefold, but the worlls | ale to severe erosion. In places — | nations like China industrialise ihe world's populaliun can reach it. In 
۰ balm for eavwironnetalist guilt. The | ean dee O او ا‎ r as Î am aware, has | the Inlernel. Our sense of plive e ٣ a Alieniiled, On the other hancl it takes 175 gal. 
—.| high points ,were a paper .about: a | exten ا‎ 


oil reserves are expected to run out Europe and the US — where land 
lons of water (o pruluce one Pound | in 50 or so years, The other thing Î practices are good, farmers lose 17 
of corn grain. So for the rist 6,000 Î likely to run out very soon is the Î tons of topsoil every year from 
years farmers lıave been engaged in supply of phosphate. This is quite every hectare. In Africa, Asia and 
a form of slow genetic enginecring: Î often guano: millions of years of | South America, the figure is 40 tons 


0 o over na.& 0 0 ou-, | never peen Coil yn 1 SADpCUAT, IM ft world olr 1 
ا‎ Chi ductecl; Woull you | wuld (lisappea 1 4 
1 Fp .8 tiny car. population is dour, ۲ bı 

E "Hypercar” ~r wlıich would f 


miles jc gallonn,. with virtue ing every fhree or tour .¥years. ike lo Iv 5 world yi assed wilh mal 

300 to thi 11 1 1 b th f fike lo live in lhe sort of world you | sussecl wil 

ally uo emissions — arl a video China believes that .every : family wuukl gel if everyone's wish were lo “get llrere". 

con 0 e in wilch a us Wn acı he wra! ¢ workl | granted? 1 يا‎ usystens woulkl 
1 E 1 1 a Os 1 

f hicl told should own a car, If tl halı kl rantegi 

lhat electronic mobility will increas- | succeeded in reaching.Ahe’.top of Û ! For such a:poll| to yiell meaning- ا8‎ truyetl. 

ai 


amount of farnıland available Jwin- 
dles, As living standards in China 
rise, tastes change, The Chinese, 
toa, want beef ancl beer. So grain 
prices rise. But beef may soon be a 


EI lebuunaniserl wurlel. 
huelagry bits iu iuporlaul rule 

Hing us cal of the meas | $ 
kins: for ourselves lut il is 


North America and Eurasia, mûsl 
rivèêr flow is througlı tundra andl inlo 
the Arctic regions, 

The guess is that by 2025, with 


350 new dams a year for the next 30 
iie clployed in id WY Continuvusly selecting crups that bird droppings turned to rock. a year. On the steep slopes of cas- thing of the past for most people. | years, water engineers could acld 
1 Id.be 1û times | ful answers Lhere would neetl to be ُ 0 0 e اا 0 0 ا‎ nies ord Date uae ا‎ ris- 2 fields ا‎ losses have | Right now the US diet is made up uf | another 1,200 cubic kilometres to 
i ilily. this ladder there would.be tines As nny molor veliicles woul kuy ا‎ and climates, But even this has ac- Î ing since y 4 percent per year | been measured ai ons per year; 
Eff ese polars exerapliy the worlt Bo a او‎ Conserva E a N rei peving much more ol the in Vaucouver airpurt for 
H the our and Lor ۳ 
wile searclı for technical fixes to the Both 


31 per cent animal products. With 
in parts of Jamaica, 400 tons a year, even a 1.1 per cent annual popula- 
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: gi bob : Eurldice may be its centr 
a semi-staging to be sure, rather 


by Rimbaud, turns out to ba a 
very odd hybrid of styles, 
Beaton’s Pierrot costumes and 
decorative backdrops cross Les 
Enfants du Paradis with Paul 
Klee, Britten's score is almoat 
Frenelvin ita obliquencss and 
brevity and Ashton's choreo- 
graphy is characterised more by 
the stark gestures and powered 
moves of early Balanchine than 
PHOTOGRAPH: MARCELLO NORBEATH Î by hia usual fizzing brilliance 


and briclam., 

crumpled figure in a silly cravat, is In fact, as the Royal Ballets 
wrestling with his own torment hav- current revival shows, what is 
ing just seen Astrov embracing j moat disappointingly Engliah 
Elena. Cripna's Elena stands down- about the ballet is the degrec to 
stage nursing her unhappiness which Rimbaud'a intenıperate 
while Pozzi’ Sonya sits poleaxed by | rhapsodic narrative has been 
grief. Tragedy, however, unites with tamed into a pageant of quaint 
coınedy in the great moment wlıen Î street folk and symbolic odd- 
Vanya takes a potahot at the Profea- balls. Aa the Poet (Jonathan 
sor and succeeds only in puncturing | Cope) strides through the hectic 
a vase: the very one containing the ¦ world of his imagination, strug- 


autumn roses he has, in a gesture of gling between Sacred and 
supreme futility, offered to Elena. 


humanist film that sends you home 
slightly more optimistic about the 
world at large — 4 comedy with 
heart bul without false sentiment. 
Set in Branklyn, 1940, and based 
on Ausler's Augie Wren's Christ 
mis Slory, Smoke has Harvey 
Keitel as Aufl’ — it cigar store 
owner whose rugular customers 
sem lke a ınicrucosm uf neigh 
bourhaurl life and ire united nol 
eanly by friemlship will lint but by 
weir personal crises. 2 
n Hurts nuvelist, for ir 
stance. has suffered from wriler's 
block since lis prugniunl wife was 
gunned down in a sosuless sireel 
incident. Aer having hen savetl by 
a yang lecnager (larokl Perr 
qeru fron briny ri slow by a bus 
and having learned lies in ıruble, 
tbe novelist iakes {he buy in, ا‎ 
find hu he has e ا‎ 
solen money in lis apxuwrtmenl. 
Meunwhile Augie gels n vist 
from an exbover (Slutkarl Char 
ning) who tells hir he lis a growî 
up daughter he didn't kw 


Sonya and Elena who dominate; it 
becomes the tragedy of two wonienı, 
united, but ‘separated by their fatal 
passion for Astrov, as much as that 
of the two men. ر‎ 1 
Stein brings to the production, 
played in Italian, all the qualities 
tliat informed his legendary Ger- 
man versions of Three Sisters and 
The Cherry Orchard: an astonish- 
ing visual beauty, a detailed sound- 
Scape, a novelistic attention to 
human behaviour. Yel he toll me 
that he had not originally planned to 
stage Uncle Vanya: he had always 
thought it lacked the symphonic 
richness of Chekhov's two last 
j. What converted hiın was the 
desire of the two actresses, Mad- 
dalena Crinpa (Elena) and Elisa- 
etta Pozzi (Sonya), 


Shock 
value 


Adrlan Searle 


HE Tate Gallery Liverpool 

provides the opening venue 
' J for this year's New Contemr- 
poraries, the annual sendin show 
for art students and, recent gratlu- 
ates. The exhibition is aboul fresh 
meat and new bloocl — a chance to 
spot the emerging Hockneys and 
Kitajs, the Traceys and. Danıiens of 

TOW. 
E ere come lhe dealers, or 
rather, here comeş Charles Saatçhi, 
who hgs alresdy bought. the cor . 
. tents of Nicky Hoberman's studio. 


EG 
A play for all seasons . . 


. Peter Stein's breathtaking production reminda us that Uncle Vanya is 
subtitled Scenes From Country Life In Four Acts 


heralding a night storm, the mock- 
ing sunlight that pours in as the Pro- 
fessor announces his plan to sell the 
estate, the stagehand who finally 
appears to Jouse the lamplight ag if 
Vanya and Sonya are for ever frozen 
in solitude and sadness. But Stein 
also brings out the true nature of 
Chekliov's tragedy: that the sense of 
death is accompanied by a rich 


to work | sense of life and an aching aware- 
together. But once he started to re- | ness of what might have been. 


search the play in depth Stein was You see this most clearly in the 
staggered by the radical nature of | two women. The temptation with 
Chekhoy’s structure, the use of a Sonya, the Professor's daughter by 
calculatedly limited vocabulary (he | his first wife, is to play her a& a 


points out the play has only a thou- dowdy drudge whom Astrov under- 
sand words) and the power of its 


Crippa's Elena is both her spiri- 
tual soulmate and physical anti 
thesis: like Sonya, passionately 
attracted to Astrov but, unlike her, a 
woman who has always placed femi- 
uinity above work. Her eyes con- 
stantly devour the doctor and her 
sauntering body aches witlı desire. 
In the scene where Astrov describes 
Russia's deforestation she giggles 
inappropriately as he talks of “flora 
and fauna" and her hands hover 
about his neck as if yearning to hug 
him. And, though she lacks the 
courage of total surrender, she is as 
filled as Sonya with a sense of what 

might have been: before they finally 


2 E 


the limit: the passion, the pain, the 
: ا‎ rejects. But ا‎ a he E caress e trav- | ecstasy, the sorrow. His production 
: : Pauses and silences. Pozzi lends her a rapt devotion and j ell ng bag, his medical phials and Î also las a richneas of texture in its 
a : aE exhibition PHOTO DON MII: Û who is now pregnant andl û hidden Stein's production also reminds burning ecstasy that makes you | even his pencil. 
1 ' | Hoberman paints ا ا‎ An art atudelt studien James Chinneck’s entry in the New Contemporaries dict, Somehow the boy's 3 us that the play is subtitled Scenes 
إ‎ ! Î bles and ugly infants, the terrifying : 
‘| toddlers and little Lolitas, of the our- 


ives ilo 
swag gets lo Auggle, who gives 
hls foruier lover for their lnughiler. 
Upun this ntin plotline, 


aware Astrov is turning down the 
chance of a lifetime. 
There is a heartstopping moment 


From Country Life In Four Acts: 
never before have I seen a version 


found a new.angle qon (he forbi den 
territory of child portraiture, ex . 


ent artwork bay, nom. Sie |:| Q10 goldfish ‘causes ripples ih the art world 


0 a of graphed irony. The ا‎ final act the grating scratch of | Bu 
$0 rooted in the sights and sounds | in the second act when their bodies | highpoint comes in the third act | Vanyz's pen on the ledger-book, the 
٠ but] la notin | und Auster skilfully weave 4 sy of nature, In the opening act -the | brush and {heir lips almost touch Î which rivals — and even outdoes — click of the abacus, the sound of 
: VAUGHAN thoughtthe ` | ; But Maureen BarrettSnring ry hapny I phony of chnmce and co designer, Ferdinand Wogerbauer, |' and you realise that Astrov — | Oliviers . landmark Chichester | harneasbells on the departing 
cept, of course, it isn't that new at all ا‎ rather enjoying | saw the goldfish, exhibited by | a ln Victorlan times they had thal rules the lives of اا‎ (hal fills the stage with birch trees in full |: played by Remo Girone with just the production. The sunlight pours in as | horses form a heartbreaking ac- 
— the evil brat has, beçn a Holly- | LZ goldfi 0 Just looking a | James Chinncck,.as victim of a 11 lon plecen, bul now characlers ancl poslla the i 8 flower, By the time we reach the |! right mixture of sensitivity and | Renzo Giovampletro's smug Profea- 
‘wood mainstay for eae. a e E n ا‎ oo o prio hey call thet, arl,” Ms Barrell Ihe people we see are nol’ Overwhelming final act the treeg 
Fleldş warned against working d to people slouched in tlon. Other visitora had gone 
children .and. animals, and Hober- | pose 


Spring sald, “I think i'n the 

ini ۳ id.. “jt ! | further: the RSPCA confirmed a e 
man's qverly-sweet, sinister tots arê e OD 0 fish to : | uumher of mip, 1t | berka ا‎ 2 1 2 3 1 
E a and j. me,” writes Martyn Halsall. ' |\ concluded that the fiat was pic 

e KlGS grow 1D, 8 i. E 

‘end.up in the New Contemporaries, |... . 4 
where they have to follow on the 
heels of .the . succeşs , of, recent 
batches , of fresh-fronthe-artfarnd 
` young contenders. Thishas. pred & 


coarseness — is simply leaning past | 
, her to get a bottle of vodka. Pozzi | 
. presents ug with a woman violently 
j torn between a dream of happiness oblivious, j! the hunıan tragedy: the sense of 
ı and the dawnlng, certainty of .des-. |' to the ... surrounding suffering. 


j pair. . si". , .,ı Roberto Herlitzka's superb Vanya, a; 
َ TEN ES a ا‎ 


villnina, but are simply ihe vielineel 
fate. 
‘They are nol symbols bul ¥7 
. human characlerg, ‘aul ا‎ . 
calions of Auster's sloryele ا‎ 
warmecl hy clireclion that e E 
to knowthin, It alo ns lhe hek 
allowing Ihe engl to round 


€ taken on the coppery tint of 
autumn, eclıoing the emotional traf- 
sition ofthe characters, ° 
. Stein's sounds and imageş are 
| unforgettable: the banging window. 


In Chantal. Jofle's paintings 
. derived ': from’ ' porı-mags, lhe 
. loosely-handled :‘paint. provides H1 
commentary on the actlon, Her girls 


Madrid کڪ‎ wears a bit thin, espe- 
` cially, where the work depends of 
art jokes and quips about television. 


Jamie Holman, deconstructing thik 
embarrassing habit, las .made @ 


video of the artist having a dramatic, 
elvis pumping, sirwank. Such self 


f 


eharucterisallons — something Ke 


maki! j 1 
| wee; 
3 the 0 a | 
i: ly well as e .— |' can’t remiepıber seeing a cast . : 
: 1 n E CE 1 se | with sad eyes, ‘forced smiles und Î lel dloes اا ا‎ i loan qul E | n : 
o RS SE E e a TE | | BROT TT ea e. 
! ١ te i ionate 5 isis). haş | other, get itıup 1 good 3# |! ancy Ban m EE bı O dl but thöugh each had 1! 
E 2 fepace here or her Her the arate ead drowned In a alk :pawed at: by clumpy, similar male | est ا‎ ee UC E a 9 nian takeg no prisoners, “We. eit ۴ ا‎ of beauty they 11 .. 
'q 8 career than quiet, dogg: 11 lori |, amount, of space here for-their irr | .the artist's 1e4 e E 0 it | ا‎ 

۱ : ا ned oie mey tay ie‏ ا lads a e ۳ a ne‏ اا So wefind paintings of love! ! tating tactles, Nat so‏ ع 

۰ ٠ a ap RSE elding a little fishnef. | sour, overbright an sometinı 2 1 | 

ick, pai ٣ e a TOE i rary art, j. faecal colour, her slithery painter- Such a m 1 اوم‎ 1 ! : ûmenı 

٤ e E ae e a Hecl rtina diedre and | liness, is a play on joylessness, She | seemed menaya Ig re 1 to š§ee you get hurt. “It’s your odour, |; 

| work — a palntless piastake on the | with ils Beokeltian Jong i | shows that the pleasure of looking | in less expert han partite | | Is you. IFs no one else. Your gotta 0 

anû crenied a. slmulacru, of he ost arr ا‎ n work here | — whether at paintings or porno: rly i arent 7 ا‎ | -fix‘this right away.-IfT get no more. |! abated, he, problem’, anı 

: Brien Hat apobpelntlrê Out f might start.out witi, the self, but | graphy —is neverinnocent ` hil 2 lost to each othéf | | Dadge of o complaints, you don't see me any 4 ii 

Lariam bene : Punic rt oti o ol jes beyond. it, In Monika Oech- İ ` Gary Perkins has bolted surveil- | chi king sùlace; gives Smoke ‘bounce ‘back, 3 müre.*. Rambo was :thumpihg’ bis||: . This:is, breath 

) e a و‎ en | ce er e س‎ ea as Eph centre Iê scenes AU t hears of aft offensive: „oh -]- black leatherchest. The rêstauratêur: 1i 

ry : i, jui ot imp aie hind 1 adults .act out.school | .mock-up rooms he ha iar | . tlle daughter: With the lashing: biuelight and. ٤ : 
er 2 black ‘photos: ‘of soap opéra stars st how, llmp this kind of selfrefer- | Golddiggers, . choo] | .moclcup rooms he has made relay | centre. The E 
Feilne Foie, for Eni i e mt Fb i e | E o E long. the | dihinutive interiors. . They are | Judd), or when the rne i paming siren. 
an ‘Pauline Fowler from EastEnders; |.gnti eats its apotheosis, and | ball, and ,.clambering E 0 a n Te e JD e en nay ۳ e a 
ا‎ ٤ : e1 Lh in : fastfood joi 
a0 . Î andaaound plece in which an İnvisi- | m kind. of emptying out .of | .kindergarten-sized chairs whic dents. Perkins Brooms are fictitious | ‘killed his wife in'a'drunkê . guy running thie faêti ellie 
0 he speed | ERR, or i all. adlen, inlter mome | dO Reine | atthe heart: , | Don't try to’throw-Rambo offrthe:-| on TY ‘Bu 

Ble alee ae sightgag |. meaning, or the, fact ا ا اوا ا‎ e e e ETR TT 0 8 : ا‎ 0 
a4 aren't enough to nustain a lengthy |. had E Be the j, ballis thrown, but when it is:caught Eines ا 1 2 ا ا‎ thy 0 E 
ro career. Nowadays,. you .can .be q | this itse bject, dramatising: the j. it:.has turned .ihto a E i ames € ia ea oe Tt | de i n N 
y rota ek i 1 Hê young artists beref Î woman. with: a bullwhip.controls.the | mo the wç 
3 while.the humour and iconoclaar 0 ht, qf, the . 


goof, Ak 420i 
.ıfuniny, .but reveal therngelves. ag : 0 E 
bleak. forbidding places. They’ arê ا‎ 1 8 thay! e 3 0 : ا‎ 
models of the mind; a-place many of | 8 ت‎ 0 , ı295 pleared at. f . 0 
theiartiats heré’ have never escaped, . ait. J ( 

.They.ahould getout:more often. عر‎ : 


] ipping. exercişe; a: woman dances 

ies —- 5 he. Many troubled young men skipp' ا‎ 

the :New اوا‎ linger. phe Mr a. chargçter find,them: | on a e ي‎ a a 
r Mati 1 editor and ];.sélves playing air-guitar in front 2 ا‎ i8 a model of human coopera; 
Bead Shone, and Maria dê ming. to |. : 


.bedroom mirror, .mim en COPE 
Corral .of the . Relna Sophia .ini اتو ا‎ guitgr, herpeg,.. but „tion, power games andriv 1 
0 2 8 2 P e . ت‎ 


yÎ Thats a real .pi 


are juxtaposed with sudden, shock- 
ing aperçus into the characters’ 
thoughts and feelings. 

„ During the course of this ex- 
pertly managed welter of obfusca- 


: [ tion — the author intervenes from 


‘tirhë to time to comıniserate with 
. our confusion’ or to give us a qulck 
bluffer's guide lesson — only Jane, 
has tlie prescieıite to ask “What 
happens'if yoli have more tlıan one 
catastrophe?” ‘Accuniulaling cata- 
strophes ancl an almost apocalyptic 
sense of impending disaster are 
what fillthe remainder of the book, 
als the’ disintegration of'Janes pro 
fessional life iş interspersecl with 
scenes Irom Her past — her short- 
lived marriage, her flirtatlon with 
the very highest of British society, 
and, above all, ıer heroin aditiction. 

Monty, of course, stands for the 
passibility of what we might huve; it 
forces the issue of what we really 
desire. Tlroughout (lie characters 
pursue money, win it, lose it, give it 
1P, waste it and talk about it entl- 
lessly, without ever seeming to get 
closer to what they ınight possibly 
wanl. The develnpment of Jane's 
character proceeds by a similar su 
ries of binary nppusitions — a hicr. 
ine whe is lse a heruin aclelicl, an 
neuter thinker wlin is als obtuse, anı 
object of desîre wlın i axure 
celibate. 

The parallel ınetaplior ta inure“ : 
ix anûlher unstable CMY, 5 
which is firsl menionud in Il j 
epigraph and ıhên encounlter'etl onl 

a larger scale when Jolinny 
Bellarmine ınnunls a palar xpi 
tion in impeluous homtige tı an 
adventuring ancestor. Strandvrl in 
crevasse fiell witlı cdleath appruaclı- 
ing, Johnny eonjures Up Janet's 
iınage tu solace and advise lin: 
like the ice, with ils beguiting 
ability to be solid or liquid. pre 
server or destroyer, her ghostly 
presence has the power to console 
and torment. 

Buchan is a clever writer, as his 
reworking of the cold-war thriller in 
Heart's Journey In Winter (winner 
of last year's Guardian Fiction 
Prize) demonstrated; and High 
Latitudes is a cleverly constructed 
and executed novel, But for all its 
pawer, it stays too little in the imagi- 
nation, as if the author has second- 


Liquid earnings 


Alex Clark 


High Latitudes 

by James Buchan 

The Harvil Pregs 192pp 
£14.98hbk, £9.99pbk 


٣ ۸ TA POINT towatdk the end’ 


of James Buchan's novel. 
1 High Latitudes, the Earl of 
Bellarmine asks lis young wife a 


' Î question as lte relates to her a piece 
'| of family history: “Jane, are you 


being deliberately obtuse?” It is a 
questiort that readers of this aston- 


' | ishingly retliptical narrative might 


feel is covertly directed at them, as 
they struggle to compose a series of 
achronological fragments into a' 
coherent story. 

The trouble is that there seeın to 
be several stories going on at the 
same lime: a romance, a fInancial 
thriller, even a recasting of 18th cen- 
tury plcaresque. And the novel's 
considerable power derives fron 
the variely of readings which offer 
thenıselves, as one tableau suc- 
ceeds another. 
` At the centre of the web stands 
Jane herself: il is interesting, ironic 
even, ihal ıer level of understancl- 
ing is called into question, because 
much nf the story turns an her avu- 
ily. A ils slarl thal sharpness has 
brnught her tu thie tap of her prof. 
sinin: the managing crertar of a tex- 
tile namılaclurinuy vanipmnny which. 
we believe, she lis reviye froin 
near-death by a combination of wil! 
ad mathematicil penis. 

lane's problerns appear entirely 
within her grasp, from lhe threat 
ened strike at ar ailing plaıt in her 
native Motherwell to the financial 
problems of her aristocratic ex- 
lusband, heavily investecl in u pre» 
crash Lloyd's syndicate. She is the 
inage of a cartoon business 
wanan, spouting economic gob- 
bledegook and reducing men to 
tears, all the while dressed in an 


There would be no point in creat 


ability, the strike hits home. The 


Armani sult. 


ing such an apparently impregnable 
scenario without then destroying it. 
The Stock Market and Wall Street 
plummet, Lloyd's surety begins its 
spectacular slide towards Hmitless 


writing is immediately thick with 


with her husband transfixed the 
ان‎ BRIDĞEMAN ART UBRAR; 


permission to Iravel abroad. Caro: 
line's behaviour hecamu inereas- 
ingly erratic and unsuitable. While 
in Rene, she struck up a [rîrndslhijs 
with [ucien Rıaparle, Niapulean's 
bruther. But it wits her taking uf in 
alian luver, Pergami, which was lı 
liv the grenlest repervussinnı. 
When she relurnıd, in LIBIN, lo 
England. to claim her plie as 
Queen Consort following the cleatlı 
af the akl King, the insull was too 
much to bear and the Prince de 
mandlerl a divorce, 
‘Tlie notorious “Lrial" failecl nat be- 

cause her adultery was unproven, 
but because the political clintate 
was agaist it. The queen, seen as a 
victim of lhe Establishment, became 
a focus for Radical discontent, and 
during her trial the London mob ran 
riot. Eventually, however, it was her 
husband who triumphed, barring 
her from the coronation, 

Caroline, defeated at the last, was 
taken ill and died soon afterwards. 
The great events of her day — 
Trafalgar, Waterloo, the agitation 
for parliamentary reform — seemed | FH 
a mere backdrop to the messy quar- 
rels of the royal couple, and their 


1 bewildering fiscal! detail: gross | gueased your confusions and 
resonance js heard only distantly in | profit . margins, price/earnings Î compounded them, the better to 
Flora Fraser's account. ° ' | ratio, selling short and modality | teach you how to read.  . 
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books... 


HE ‘BEST way to appteci 
Webster's luğgübriois poetry’ 


and hideous imagery is to hear jton 
taje, without having to'see thé spilt ; 
ğufs and blood which tend to bé off 
putting. A rel a I0 
iig ‘with Jeremy ‘Brett ahd Robert 
Stephen, Exqitisite vices. , 


of a 1968 record- 


ARRATOR Ronald Picktıp tries: 
# to turn: the retired Cumbkian 
` booming: 


` Othello. Yo: don't eve née e: 
forward to the sexy bi 
up evêry two’ minütes, Keep” the 
volume low, 


; they crop 


. The rows 
nation but ultimately destroyed heı 


appears as hifiself.' Futurë genera: 
tions will marvel' that’ suçh a voice 
eyerexkistled.: i: 
: ا‎ 
The Duchess of Maifl, by John’ ! 


Webstér (HarperCollins, 2hir's, 
E99) O O 


ا م 
A Time to Dance, by Melvyn‏ | . 
Bragg (Hodder Headline, 3hrs,‏ | ' 
ّ )£8.99 


“bank ‘manager into ۲ 


The queen of heartaches 


Queen Caroline . . 


: ences to the Prince's latest lover, 
Lady Jersey. Her behaviour "fixecl 
his dislike". Although a chill was 


conceived in Ihr lirsl week of thw 
marriage, (he Prince and Princess 
lived npr. thnyeh initially under 
Ihe sıne rool, Hun Ile buginning. 
The rest of Caraline life wis 
spent iı living up tu the pur pil 
ion whith ler husband hat sı 
unjustly conceive of her, The oly 
stacles which Ihe Prine plawrd in 


the way of her sêring her daughter, 
Charlotte, rnade her celale on other 
clhlldren, amnng them one Willy 
Austin, wham she adopted. 
This little boy, whose parents lad 
struggled lu provicle for him nfter 
the father was dismissed (rorn the 
Dockyartl, was the occasion of the 
first secret inquiry, known as the 
Delicate Investigation, into the 
Princess's affairs, in which it was al- 
leged that Willy was the Princess's 
natural sou, But Willy's Irue parent- 
age was easily verified, and tle in- 
vestigation only heightened the 
suspicion and maliciouısness that 
surrounded the marriage. 

Wlıen the continent of Europe ap- 
peared safe again, following the 
exile of Napoleon to Elba, it was un- 
surprising that Caroline obtained. 


ren anid' 


ER RYAN turns Irish writer. 
Roddy Doyle's latest novel into 
“talking. 


story that is sending 


HE VISUAL gaği seem to have 
been ‘tut 1i favour öf the aural, 


which don’t patronise childı 

: keep'pareits listening, 2 
ا‎ 

The Woman Who Walked Into 


Doors, by Roddy Doyle (Reed ' 
Audlo, hrs, £7.99) : 


an Alan Bennett-style 
head”, Paula Spencer ia 39, a‘bat- 
tered wife and an alcoholic. Sus-: 
pense builds around her husband 
Charlo, slıot dead a year after he 
has broken up their marriage. A 
` compelling 1 
| shockwayea around Ireland. 


: Dad's Army, The Menace from 
the Dasp (BBC Radlo EE 
` Collation, 2hrs, £7 ا‎ 


ories (whieh rely on [ots of srioring) 
but no matter. It's ‘atill timeless 
entertainment, John Siagge, the' 
BBC announicer who died fecentiy, 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
Apıil 28 1896 


David Horspool 


The Unruly Queen: 

Tha Life of Queen Caroline 
by Flora Fraser 

Macmillan 537pp £20 


ENRY SINGLETON'S paint 
ing of The Wedding Of The: 
` Prince Of Walés And 

Princess Caroline shows tlie couple 


gazing into each other's eyes as the 
Prince makes his wedding vows, The’ 


ceremony İtself was less decorous. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury 
pointedly repeaterl “the passage in 

. | which the Prince engages to five. 
. |. from that time n nuptial fidelity’ 
with his consort"; the Archbishop’ 
was thinking not only of the Prince's, 
reputation for licentiousness, but, 
his secret (and unlawful) earlier. 
“marriage” to the Catholic widow’ 
Maria FitzherberL He committed | 
no infidelity on his welding: night,’ 
however. Caroline ater confided |. 


that he passed it "under the grate, 
where lıe fell, andl where I left him”, 

Suclı was the inauspicious begin- 
ning of a union which, while bearing 
superficial resemblance to the trou- 
bledl royal marriages ol today, far 
surpassed them in dcrimony and 
sveaudal. Flura Fraser's judicious 
book shows how the Prince — hos- 
ile and ıınpleasıunı frum the first — 


ected the transformation of lis 
wife fom an indepencdleut-nriuulrtl 
bul sheltered girl inl 1 lornidiuble 


And unpredictabke erey. 

As the daughter ol fhe Duke of 
Brunswick and the uiece of Ueurge 
HI, Caroline was an ileal candidale 
when the Prince decided out a 
"pruper" marriage’. wis nat con- 
slderations uf exlending the clynasiy 
which were uppermost in his mind 
when lıe settlecl on Caroline. Il was 
money, or ihe lack af it. 

The Prince's debis amounted to a 
staggering £630,000, and Prime 
Minister Pitt assured him that Par. 

ıt woukl pay them off, as well 
as raising lis Civll List allowance to 
that of a married man, If lıe took a 
wife. After the wedding, however, it 
became clear tlıat Parliament would 
nat bear this imposition. 
„_ fthe immediate reasons for mak- 
ing tlıe natch were frustratexl, here 
¥eaS little chance of the joys of mat- 
fied life making ııp for il. The ner-! 
vous bride only made matlers worse; 
that night by making coarse refer. 


Audio books Brlan Jenner 


The V\rtimate Falry Tale . : 
Collection (Hodder Headline, ! 
hrs, £7.99) 


OT EVERYBODY lives happily . 
ever after in this collection of, 


Callow read both the’ 


0od and some’ less’ wellknown 


These arè ‘propèr narratives 


gl 5C: | 
` ‘DO YOU ' ` 
HAVE. A BOOK, 
. TO PUBLISH? 
HF šo, please wrlte for ful1 
details, catiloguc and 
reviews of our,books to: ı 
` „ The Book Quild Ltd., . 
` Editorial Office (GW/7). 
25 High St, Lowos, 
East Sussex, BN7 2LU, U.K. 


a o o Publics Srcovialr 


س 


falry tales: Cinderella's sisters get. 
their eyes pecked out by pigeons. 
Joss Ackland, Judi Dench and: 
favourites like Little Red ‘Riding 


0 like The Nightingale And The 
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father he sees as a failure (though 
“to fall was not a crime”, he muses) 
is tortured by dreams of reconcilla 
tion wilh the elder sons he has diş. 
ownetl. Ontovo's anıbivalent and 
unexpressed love for his father is 
among the most maving aspects of 
the novel. 

Its heart, though, belongs to the 
lovers, with the enchanlment of tw 
light walks Lhrough the desolation 
and detritus of the shanly town, and 
stolen monıenls of lovc-making. lt 
apt thal Omovo's inilial “scum 
scape" should be awash with "glit- 
tering, clislocated eyes”, since this a 
novel about learning to see. His in- 
evitable suffering protluces what he 
calls his “firsl real palling, rites of 
grief having “unbaudlagcd” his eyes. 

IL iş also about learning to act. Dr 
Okocha, lhe ageing Ibo arilist and 
sign-painter, tells him: “If you tell 
the truth you are in trouble. But lf 
you see the truth and you keep 
quiet your spirit begins to die.” He 
aclds: “You are a man — an artist — 
a warrior. Use your own weapons.” 
Omovo transforms his passivity inio 
a resolve to “bear witness", He 
paints as an act of redemption, “to 
transform powerlessness, impo 
tence, failure, failure of vision, the 
victim's heritage". 

As the author notes in an after 
wortl, Dangerous Love is a renewed 
attempt at his seconcl novel, The 
Landscapes Within, written when 
he was 21 but, he feels, "unrealised 
by youthful craft", It in some ways 
contains a writer's nıanifesto: "The 
highest function of art was lo make 

people feel mare, see more, 1 
more fully, see more Lruthfully. 
Okrî offers no cheap hopes, no sam 
eharine belief tit Iove-in-lhe-ghetto 
cnnquers all. But {his compassion 
ile, unsentimenlal novel, with ils 
merlest truths, remains 0 his 
persistent concerns wilh ile f 
ience of the spirit ancl lhe task of 
retlreaming û post-eolunial wurld. 


س 


erations, we had on the one 
hand a big, magnificently pro- 
duced ek (portale 0 
ogy), a weighty pages 

sum of £12.99; and on.‏ ا 
سز the other an ta‏ 
able paperback F1‏ 
pages skimplly elad in a net‏ 1654 
very memorable cover, ata , .‏ 
child-frlendly price of £3.99:‏ 
After houra of dlieusslon the‏ 
unanimotıd decision of 4 jUY ,‏ 
kecen to recognise the heed off‏ 
wide spectrum of readers was‏ 
broaden the whole thing out, MS‏ 
jolnt :‏ ۾ this once, and to make it‏ 
award‏ 


ج د د ج 


The other shortlisted books Wwére `" 
Raider by Susan Gates; The Snake: 
: Roe by Berke Doherty No 
Wreck Of The Zanzibar By Mehed, 


Unanimous seals of approval 


Aside from all literary corisld- 


‘SUBSCRIBE ‘TO «Oldie 


Bên Okri . . . Survival of the spirit in a landscape of corruption 


slum compound — a “vaniahing 
scumscape", as the gallery manager 
would have it, 

Seum is the insistent metaphor 
for a landscape of moral corruption 
and physical squalor. Aš Omovo's vi- 
tality ia sapped by jostling for buses 
anid the communal bathroom, Okri's 
acute eye dwells on the sights and 
amells of the ghetto, with its mos- 
quitoes and bucket latrines, fester- 
ing in the “airless trapped heat". 

There are fine passages on the 
elusive act of creation — the fear 
and suspense before an empty can- 
vas, the feverish surge as the flow 
begins, total absorption and self 
forgetting, and the exhaustion, self- 
doubt or serenity that follow, 

But the wandering painter's 
epiphanic revelations, his “height | Omovo’s rèsolve to paint is fed by 
ened moments” of consciousnegés, | hiš tertor of succumbing to the self 
are often deflated by bathetic intru- i clestruction bred in the ghetto. Tlie 


sions. As his imagination soars, he 
steps on a lump of excrement, or is 
startled by someone's trumpeting 
nose-blow, drawing the tension be- 
tween the creative impulse and the 
miring chaos of the ghetto. 

Omovo and a journalist friend 
stumble upon the body of a young 
girl ritually murdered and mutilated 
in the park — a death the police and 
press fail to investigate. The murder 
is less a mystery than a symptom. lt 
echoes wartime “Ibo-hunting” atroc- 
ities and the fate of the schoolgiri 
Ifeyiwa bought by bride price. It 
also reflects the predicament of a 
generation bequeathed clıaos incl 
squancdlered oil money, 4 couniry 
ravaged by history, women 
thwarledl by men. 


dedicated. The curlous thing is that | 


Joanna Carey 
Mr Clive and Mr Page look exactly | ت‎ 
alike, و‎ "HE shortlist for the 
` _ Ignoring social’ proprietes, Mr | f Guardian Children's Fiction 


i Clive invites Mr Page around to his | Award was oné of unusual 


home, the home of the prologue. | breadth ahd diversity, It was 
Another coincidence emetges: the j: clear from the outset that the en- 
two share the same 21st birthday, | thuslasm generated by cach of 
, three months hence. Mr Clive, the | the six novels was going to make 
` only surviving family member, is ap- | it more then usually difficult to 
parently’ due to 'come into his for’ | isolate awinner. During the’ 
: tun€; bt is thee’ a fortune? Apart: i: lengthy proceedings, though; 
' from ani old butler, and the beauti- | two vastly different books 
ful, white-haired Gabrijels from | nudged thelr way to the top of 
. Riga, there don't appear to be any | the pile; and atayed there. One, 
ı Servants İn, the huge house.’ And | Philip Pullmap’s Northern 
ı what exactly is Mr Clive skirting | Lights, was a huge, challenging 
¦ around, during thelr tense and emo- | fantasy (“an astonishing achieve- 
; tonaliy charged'encouriters? So the' | ment” said one judge); the other, 
; story proceeds; cutting betwéèn afı Î Allison Prince's The Shefwvod' 


increasingly inebriated 1950s Mr 


` Hero, was a athool/ family-based 
; Page and a mysterious 1920s: 


At the novel's heart is a consider“' Î! relevarice” that addresséd some 


ation ; of how ‘homobexusl men’ | tough issues iri away that was 
managed thelr lives before decrlim-' |, bothı “excitiig and acceasible”, 
; İnalisation. This'1s what the protago- |. 


ı nista recognise in each other, the’ 
‘thing which crosses social divides. ' 
- And it is presumably-no coincidence 
that the house without fire in its |: 
„ hearths, with’ êverything ‘hidden | 
away and silenced, dates from’ thè |. 
same: year (1885) ‘in which male 
homosêéxual acts wére first made il 
i 


legalin Britain. . ' “I 1 
The house stands for the passion | | 
less and closeted Victorian morality: | 
under which the characters labour, 
Told with economy and occaslorial, |: 
shocking splashes of colour; this 
novel stands as a challenge to more' i 
conventional gay histokies, ‘fictional !| Î ' ' 
andotherwide; ' ' il: li: 


Unbandaged eyes in the ghetto 


earth of the matter 


Maya Jaggi 


Dangerous Love 
by Ban Okril 
Phoenlx House 325pp £15.99 


‘HOSE familiar with. Ben 

/ Okri's fictlon through his 

Booker prize-winning epic 
The Famished Road (1991) will be 
aurprised by thie, his sixth novel, 
Returning, he says, to “traditional 
narrative”, he eschews the marvel- 
lous spirit world through which he 
illuminated and allegorised the 
plight of a perpetually still-born 
country and the betrayed dreams of 
ts poor. 

Dangerous Love, his most acces- 
sible novel to date, la set in the 
1970s aftermath of Nigeria's civil 
war, and grounded in a more nalu- 
ralistic Lagos ghetto, Yet if, too, in- 
sists on the survival of the spirit — 
both in the crossed love that com- 
pels the story, and in the awakening 
artistic vision ofits hero. 

Omoyvo, a young painter of almost 
child-like innocence, has his scalp 
shaved “by accident" at the hands of 
an apprentice barber, lending him 
an aura of mourning — absurdly 
misunderstood as an artist's gim- 
mick,:or as revolt. A kind of Dosto- 
evskian idiot he comforts small 
children, upsets his office boss by 
refusing bribes and suffers help- 
lessly as he and a neighbour's proud 
but abused wife, I[feyiwa, fall in love. 

His losses are compounded when 
lIfeyiwa's jealous husband tears up 
his drawings, and his flrst painting 
af a Lagos gallery exhibition 
{graced by “a celebrity from the 
army", and scnthingly satirised) is 
seized for “mocking national 
progress". lt depicts the’ “snot- 
coloured ' scumpool" in Omovo's 


Jonathan Dyson 3 
Mr Clive & Mr Page... -. ' 1 


Serpent's Tall 207pp £9.99 


FTER-the prologue, which in- 

. troduces us to a family house' 
in London's Mayfair in the late 

| 18808. Nell Bartlett's engrossing 
' second novel leapfrogs 8 a 
ı ning of the story proper: 
0 Eve 1900 hı the north: Londo’ 
. bedsit. of Mr Page, or “Mr Page, 
` Banking” as he is known at Self 
¡ Tidges: where. he has spent his’ 
. whole working life, A 
| Mîr Page lives: alone;He has not’ 
| really bothered with ا‎ 

yéar, apart from getting in a 
: es ‘and buying himself a dressing 
gown, which he wraps ready tt be 


opened the: folowing day.' He has |: 
also bought'a set'of riotepads' and! 


with the gas turned on full, he be- 


, gins to write the’ story of something’ 


' which happened 30 years ago. 
It was another Christmas Evé, in 


1923, and like:this onê it wasibegin-’ 
ning to‘snow. Mr ‘Page had been’ 


‘coming out of the’ London: ‘and 


Provincial Turkish Baths in Jermyn ' 
„ Street when he bumped into a strik-' 


, İing Young gentlèman in a cashmere 


Î icoat! ‘The two of' them nearly 
|. slipped on’ the ice but the man 


, grabbed Mr Page by the arms and 
‘for a moment they held each other 
face to face, their breath mingling 
in front of them in the cold: "an odd 
.way for two men to meet", The 
. stranger is Mr Clive B Vivian, the 
„grandson t6 whom the prologue 1s 


, byNell Bartett  .. - 


. Natterjack is a challenging read, but |: 


36 BOOKS 


| Eccentric 
„ life of a toad 


Matt Seaton 


Natterjack 
by Niall Duthle 
Faber 212pp £8.99 


JKE the species of toad to which 

the title refers, this short novel 
is a curious creature. It ia the fictive 
memoir of a man named R T 
Shearer, told in his retirement in 
some noanspeciffc spot by the 
Mediterranean, In fact, there is a 
great deal of non-apecificity in the 
novel, which deliberately 
from unnecessary clutter o 
RI except that the action takes 
place in a “hard-wintered country” 
we can take to be Scotland, there is 
little reference generally to place, 
age, or any external event. 

But the absence of extraneous 
detail allows Duthie to delineate all 
the .more finely the characters. and 
circumstances which have defined 
his narrator's life... .. ت‎ 

‘The “natterjack” of the title de- 
rives from Shearer's school nick- 
name “toad”, Like much schoolboy 
abuse, its object is quite arbitrary — 
there is nothing particularly toady- 
ish about Shearer. But, in a way that 
we see is entirely typical of his sar- 
donic stoicism, Shearer adopts the 
nickname, refines it (by turning 
"toad" into the rarer, more quirky 
“natterjack™”) and makes it his own, 
Part of the memair’s stealthy dry 
humour fics in this habit of reverse 
anthropomorphisnı: Shearer de- 
lights in thinking himself to be, and 
to behave like, a nalterjack., 

The novel starts at school be- 
cause this is where Slıearer encoun- 
ters MaqBeth and.begins a lifelong 
friendship, through ‘university and 
into business, through marriage 
and bereavement, e 

MacBeth is Shearer's. one great 
passion, a love which remains unre- 
quilted and certainly unconsummated. 

MacBeth mirries yoüng a woman’ 
named Gruoch, a.sort of bloodless 
. Lady Macbeth with whom Shearer 
enjoys a prickly intimacy.. Shearer 
allows himself to be talked into a be- 
lated marriage of his own — which 
falla in ‘comically predictable fash- 
lon. Shearer outlives- both Gruoch 
. and MacBeth, and the novel ends in 
a characteristic state of melancholy. 
The novel's lack. of context also 
` gives his mierhaif a timeless, ‘but cu- 
rlously ‘period, flavour — an:effect 
, reinforced by the old-fashlioned.cul 
tivation of Shearer's: prose .stylê. 
English was not his mother tongue: 
in fact, he had none, but was chatted’ 
. to by parents and nurse in a poly- 
glottal mish-mash.. The. CONE: 
quence İs that he uses English with 
a lack of spontaneity perhaps, ‘but 
with a .precislon that would be un: 
characteristic of a native speaker. 
For Duthie to have imagined. and 
captured this “voice” is an extraordi- 
nary achievement, ' '. ا‎ 
` An eccentric book in every sense, 


it la also intensely rewarding and 
' memorable, It would be tempting to 
` gay “warta antl all", but Duthie WAS, 


there first with the joke, : 
1 ا‎ 2 


lBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUAJECTS CONSIDERED 
Ficlon. Noni Sealy: : 

. Religious, Poslry, ر‎ 
AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE NVITED 
Wire or send your manuscript lO . 
MINERVA PRESS اا‎ 


ی م م کر ر ر ا 5ے 
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6 / Chess Leonard Barden | Co Uu rt S h OC k a S refe re e iS Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 
/ en GNOMINIOUS defed in last | Neb, or leaving te knight a while : 


un bK are al options. 

5 Qcr2 dxcd 6 c4 c5 7 d5 
Bxe5 8 Bxct uf 9 a1 Qc7 10 0- 
O Ng 11 lh! A long-lerni sacri 
fice lo cunirul the dirk squares, lf 


week's gane in Amstertlam slung 
Garry Kasparov, and he recover 
with a series of wins later in the 
tournament. At the end lhe slkırexl 
first prize with Topalov, (he young 


observer 


Paul Evans 


blamed for crippling injury 


Duncan Campbeli 


Deadline for England 


NDREW SYMONDS, the 20- 


year-old British-born batsman 
whose registration with Gloucester 
slıtre lasl sunımer' caused a furore 
becatıse of his Australian upbring- 
ing, has signecl a three-year contract 
wilh the county, Symoncdls, votecl 
Young Cricketer’ of lhe Year by jour- 
nalisis last year, was at the centre uf 
a stornı when he refusel a place on 
the Englarl A tour of Pakistan, His 


matches if selected, 


OCT AFRICAN opener Gary 

Kirslen was his sirle's hero is 
they beat India le win the Sharjah 
0 8 runs. The lefl hinder car- 
bat Ihruuıgh the enlire in- 
gs for an unbeaten 213 in Sulh 
Africa's tolal ot 2T, India pul UD il 
delerniined [igh bul werv rocked 
by ot run-outs— ineluling Sacltin 
Tendulkar, whu made 37 trom TI 
balls — and [finished on HUYA, 
Kirst was naımecl bth Mlan ol 1e 
Mitch and Man of the Series. 


Mike Atherton captain 


until the end of this week to 

make up their mind whether 
to tue the line of their partners in 
the Five Nations Chaınpionship or 
face isolation. As the Rugby Fuat 
ball Union refusecl te shift from its 
position of negolialing ils own tele 
vision deals, Wales, Scolland, [re- 
land and France issued a 
thinly-veiled threat of exclusion 


E ire, have been given 


inclusion of Englaıxkl players in next 
year's Lions lour of South Africa 
might also be at risk, 

The Five Nations Cunniiiee dis. 
missed England's plans as "wholly 
unacceplable” and told the RUU, in 
effecl, that it must eller abandon 
ils alm nl guing alone by Salurclay 
— tle dale of the next Five Natiuns 
meelinyg in Durblin — or drop aul uf 
the charnpionship from 1% on- 
wars. Ilaly coull lake Enyglancl's 
place, 

Sinee the start af Ile Five Naliurns 
Championship 86 years ayn, no 
member has been exprllecd except 
France, front 1931 tu 1%47 aver pfu 
frssinalism. 


JAX bem Panathinaikos tu 

reach the Champions’ Cup final, 
where they will meet Juventus an 
May 22 in Rome. ‘Ihe halrlers, 
beaten J-0 by the Greek champions 
in Amslerdam, demonstrated ihe 
highesl class in dominating tbe 
seminal second leg to win 340, the 
Finnish striker Jari Litmanen scor- 
ing twice, Juventus losl 32 in 
France to Nantes but triumphecl 43 
on aggregate. 


ANCHESTER United striker 
Eric Canlona, banned last year 
for eight mantlıs for kicking a fan, 
has been voted Foatballer of the 
Yrar by tle fontball writers. Hr 


discourage anyone from playing 
rugby. 

Mir Nolan's solicitors, Davis 
Arnold Cooper, indicalecl that he 
may appeal against the decision, 

“Our client is deeply disappointed 
by the decision," they said. “Whilst 
savh case of this nature lurns on ils 
uwn particular facts, the implication 
whiclı this decision lıas for referee- 


referees wnuld nol comment, saying 
they hal nol yet studiel Ihe tran- 
script of lhe case, but the levision 
has already reverberated aruundl 
Ihe sporling world. There are impli 
calions far cricket umpires wlın fail 
te conlrol (langerous bowling, fuut- 
ball referees who allow violent 
iacftles to go unpınishecl, or boxing 
referees wla (lu not intervene in 
cuntests early enunıgh. 

Graham Bullock, of Ihe Assneiiı- 
tion of Cricket Umpires, snail: 
“We've all been aware ol this partic- 
ukır case and we are ubvioıısly very 
voncernerl.” 

One of lhe country’s nıosl experi- 
rncetl motball referers, Davil 
Elleray. sail: "I may (liscourage 
people frum refereeing sporls, pair 
ticularly itl lewer levels, They tmay 
think, ‘TH sunueone gels url, 1 nay 
be sued'." Mr Elleray arlcledl that the 
lnws of fuotball hal been amended 
last year lo protect referees fron 
just such claims. ‘The new law stated 
thal referees were nol liable for in- 
juries during a game, from anything 
iru ih ivy pileh to dangeruus play. 

The judgmenl could also alffevt 
school sport. Nigel cle Gruchy, gen- 
eral secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Schoolınasters Union of 
Women Teachers, saicl il could lead 
lu teachers refusing 10 referee 
#iines unless they were guaranteerl 
proteciion from legal action. 


Smoldon: injured in serım 


lıken. Mr Nolan dicl nat recall this, 

Mr Nolan, aged 54, an arnıy cadet 
force administrator, satel he clid not 
see any (leliberate tınlawfııl behay- 
iour in the scrum which led ta the 
injury. Two players hal been sent 
off, but the game hac nol been ex- 
cessively violent. He recalletl abou 
eight cullapserl scrums, nol il 25 
alleged in court. 

Mr Justice Curlis agrevd thiıt Mr 
Nolan had fallen below tlıe starıdarel 
uf a reasmably compelenl referee. 

“In importaul respects, relaling fo 
the scrum, he failerl la exercise 
reasonable ci I skill in lhe pre- 
vention uf collapses by nfficivıl in- 
siruclion to the franl rows aul in 
the use of Lhe ‘ruuel, Louch, pause 
and engùge" rule, Ihereby reducing 
the impacl of Ile engiıgement 1o an 
acceptalle level,” saict tle judge, 

Mr Smoldoıı said after Ile deci- 
sîoıt: "1 am relieved thal the judge has 
found that 1 am blanıeless ancl founcl 
I did nol contribııle lo my accident." 

He adelerl that he clic nol want lo 


kora inala EERE 
HOCK waves reverberaled 
through Ihe sporting worl 
nt the weekend after ihe 
High Court in Lonclon rulecl tbat a 
rugby relerece was responsible for 
ihe paralysis of a player through his 
failure lo control a natelı, 
In the first ruling of its kind, the 
player, Ben Smolrlon — wiio has 


Mr Snoldon weııl lo court seek- 
ing £1 nuillion in (laınages. The final 
sum le will receive is to br assessed 
by the court al ù later riate, 

An action against (he opposing 
tean's tight-henad prop, Thomas 
Whitworth, failed, Mr Smolclon had 
accused hin? uf causing the accident 
by collapsing seruıns deliberately. 

' iassocialions covering 
all leading spurls were sunnet by 
the decision zul were serking legal 
advice. The ruling could lave raıni- 
ficaliorts for all levels af sport. One 
cricket uınpire deseribecl the issue 
as & ıninefield, and alher referees 
sakl it could lead lu perple refusing 
to offikciale in gimes without leynl 
immunity. 

Mr Smoldon, Irom Sultan Cnldl- 
fell, West Millantls — i prontisingg 
player who had represvmed his 
courtty as a looker at undler-1!i level 
| — was injured al Ihe age ol 17 when 
j û serum collapse during iı game 
between Sutton Coldfield and Bur- 
taran-Trenl Colts. 

He claimed at Mr Nalan, whic 
was backed by Ihe Rugby Football 
Uniun, did nut keep prqer control 
of the game zncl thal iis injury was 
aresulf af lis failure, 

. The court heard earlier thet a 
linesman hal warned Mr Nolan tliat 
Huse in he front rin of ile serum 
voukl be hurt if içlion was nut 


1 

Black's N wits ow iit ct rather lhan | 
d7 he would have ian instant win by | 
1 


Nel! 

Nxf2? Nde5 12 Nxes (12 hxg? 
NxI+ H3 gx Qg3+ driws) Nxe5 13 
Bed Bd7 still louks near-equal, since | ! 
While's Qe? andl Be2 are misplaced 
in support of EA-f. 

12 RxfZ Bxf2+ 13 Qxf2 Qxe4 | ` 

14 Qu f6?! 00 15 Bh g6 nay be 


Britain's best player has i 


17 Qg4 Qf7 18 e5! Rg8 19 Qe4 
f5 20 Bg5 h6 21 Bh4 Qgû 22 
Rg1 NI8 23 Qb4 Rg7 24 Ne2| : 
b5 25 axb5 Rd? 26 Nf4 Qf7 27| ' 
Rc1 Bb7 28 bxa6 Bxf3 If Rxa6 
Qb5 Ra8 30 Rc? is a deadly pin. 

29 gxf3 Rda7 30 Rg1 Ru 
31 Nh5 Kasparov plans mate ale, ', 
and there's no good defence, Qe) 
32 Rg7 Ral+ 33 Kg2 Qc2+ %4 
B2 Resigns, lf Ria7 35 Nf6+ and 
36 Qxf8 ınatt. 


pleasant choice of 10 Bxf§ Nxf8 17 | ! 
ا‎ 
1 
| 


a bc de f BG h 


Fearing loss of û pawn by xb 
cexh4 Rxd4, Shorl swilclhed a Fnok ter 
defence by 1 Rb1?? Ile hacel a forvuel 
win by 1 gxh5! Nxh5 2 RaI7! Rxf7 
Rxf7 Kx? 4 Qxgle KIR 5 Qliir N7 
f Bg when the malingt Iireat is ıle- 


Anand, Short f Kran 
uik, Lautier l#, 


abcdotgh 


White mls ip fir mores. 
Agius ity ılefece tby Nevil Chan 
LHD. Buk has only ut e 
muvr, nul this is wickedly difficull ' أ‎ 


Kasparov-Svirawani, 
Qucen's Gambit 


1 d4 NIG 2 c4 c6 3 NFS d5 
4 Nc3 Nbd7 Mosl grandmasters 
prefer 1o delay the QN's al 
meni in this opening where N: 


No 2117: 1 Bh Ke 2 Q3+ | 
Nuk. I 1... Keli 2 Nb Ked f 
Qe) 3 QA, 1 2 Bplir Ke 3 Q2 | 


Bulgarian wlıose earlier viclory 
over the world champion causecl 
such a stir. En route, Kasparov 
defeated Kramnik, the 20-year-alcl 
who shares the No 1 spot with him 
in the latest international rankings, 
but had a lucky escape againsl 
Nigel Short. 


terrible score as Black against the 


created yet another winning posi- 
tion against Kasparov at Amster- 
dam before, perhaps predictably, 
blowing it. 


NOD OGO™N 


and then a parting of ways, each of 
us making our way through the 
wood according to our natures. 

The wood remains, as it has for 
centuries, In this part of the world 
that is almost a miracle. Britain has 
only 10 per cent tree cover, and 
most of that is plantation. In the last 
50 years we have lost over half of 
our ancient waodland and much 
more than half our owls. The mire 
wood that the owl vanished into is a 
sliver of alder, birch and holly grow- 
ing from a seclgy swamp where 
spring water oozes from the boltui 
of the hill. Frou here ditches and 
slreams begin a journcy soutlı 
through wooded dingles to the 
River Severn. 

In these woods, just as the Hush 
of life is being drawn from «lark 
mud, just as the nud gives life to 
the river, the owl's silence helel 
everything. She held the buds from 
opening, the sirearn from Mowing, 
and in her gaze lıelcl Lhat deeply 
burietl knowledge that Spring is 
bath sex and death. 


carries dreams into the trees. The 
spotted owl has become a symbol of 
resistance to the clearing of ancient 
forests in the American Pacific 
Northwest. Here, people fighting 
the destruction of forests see in the 
wild life of the owl what is miasing 
in their rootless culture: an attach- 
ment to landscape, habitat, place. 
That owls and trees are inextrica- 
bly linked has beeıı a hard ecologî- 
cal lesson to be learned. And for 
many places, learned too late. As 
the environmental philosopher 
Holmes Rolston said, "The forest is 
where the ‘roots’ are, where life 
rises Irom the ground. A wild forest 
is, afler all, something objectively 
there. Beside it, culture, with its 
artefacts, is a tissue of subjective 
preference satisfactions.” 

Despite the fears, hopes and 
dreams we project into the lives of 
Nature it remains free of our cul- 
tures. Nature is not whet it is for US 
~— we shoulcl be what we are for il. 
And so when the owl and Î meet on 
a patlı, itis a moment of recognition 


HE WAS watching me long 
before I saw her. She seemed 
part of a branch, close 
agaioat the trunk of a large beech 
overhanging the edge of wet wood- 
land at the southern end of the 
Wrekin. Her plumage echoed all the 
colours of the اا‎ O E 
eeny grey, the oak's rich tannin, 
he alder ruaset, the birch's dusty 


ck ag ا ا‎ lo ing in sport in general needs 1o be | from the championship, new conlracl inclucles a stringenl 
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Although Ive looked into the 
gaze of an owî before, it's always a 
moment of transfixed stillness. This 
stillness unites submerged threads 
of mood and feeling, just as she 
united earthly fertility and under- 
world ghostliness for those who 
trod this path through spring woods 
thousands of years before me. Her 
face appears in neolithic mother- 
goddesses, She was the Iindo-Euro- 
pean prototype of the classical 
Minerva. She was venerated by 
early Celtic cults. And then she van- 
ished into the twilight of legend and 
superstition. To the Scots she be- 
came the night-hag. To the Welsh 
aderyn y corff — corpse bird. She 
was Biodeuwedd who killed her 
husband the god Lleu, and was 
turned into anı owl. 

Suddenly her head spun round lo 
face the wood and I realisecl tliat 
she hart been watching me from the 
centre of her back, Her wings 
opened and willı iı few cruslıingly 
silent beats she was gone. Tawny 
wings into lhe tawny wool. Sle left 
behind stillness which even bird- 
song couldn't break. Her plumage 
colours scatterecl into the trees, 

The point of this — the signifi 
cance of the owl and the potency 
that she carries as û symbol — is 

that there is a wood for her 10 van- 
ish in. The owl's signature can only 
be written here. Another owl in an- 
other forest, on the other side of the 
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